Sent: Wednesday, September 20, 2017 6:40 PM
Subject: Last Nite's MOB Session on the Apostle Paul!

"Now you show me a man with a biblical mind and a determined will to obey God's plan at all cost, and a man filled with love, and I'll show you a man that will turn the world upside down!"  These are the words of John MacArthur, taken from one of his messages about the Apostle Paul!

 

Last nite we looked at many passages in the Bible describing the life of Paul, as a backdrop for our study of the great book of Romans--which he wrote, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  He considered himself as the "chief of sinners...yet finding mercy, so that in him Jesus Christ might demonstrate His perfect patience...as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life!"  (1 Timothy 1:14-16)

 

As we discussed, he was "called as an apostle" and "set apart for the Gospel of God" (Romans 1:1), we saw his role in the martyrdom of Stephen and the "havoc" he brought to the early followers of Christ!  But then--and yet!--he was confronted by Jesus Christ Himself on the "road to Damascus," and told that he was to become a "chosen instrument of His, to bear His name before the Gentiles, and kings and the sons of Israel..." but that he would also "suffer much for His name's sake!"  (Acts 9)  And we read about some of the suffering he would eventually endure in 2 Corinthians 11:21-33.

 

The Gospel he preached "was not according to man... but received as a revelation of Jesus Christ"!  In fact, he was one of those spoken of in II Peter1:20-21 (our memory verse for last nite's lesson): "Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation.  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man; but holy men of God (and that would certainly include the Apostle Paul) spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit."  (KJV)

 

And, after the three missionary journeys, described in Acts 13-21, he finally ended up in Rome (sometime after he had written the book of Romans) but then only as a prisoner!  But he was never deterred, or even appeared distressed by his detainment, but used it as just another means of ministry!  Writing to the Philippians, he sent a special "greeting from all the saints, and especially from those of the household of Caesar's"!  (Philippians 4:21-22)  He would later be be-headed--something he viewed as only a "net gain"!

 

Somewhere along the line, he also charged all believers--and that would include us--to "be imitators" of himself!  Just like he was an "imitator of Christ"!  (1 Corinthians 11:1)

 

So, who was Paul, and what was he like? A "bond-servant" of Christ (as we discussed last nite) and a man with a "biblical mind, a determined will, and a loving heart whose highest goal was to glorify God"!  (John MacArthur)

 

Have a great week, men!  And get into the Word!  Our new memory verse is taken from II Timothy 2:15 and it ties in well with the emphasis next week on how to study the Bible: "Be diligent to present yourself approved of God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the Word of Truth!"

 

And speaking of Bible study, consider how you yourself go about studying the Bible!  And be prepared to share your approach in our small group discussion next week!

 

May your week be blessed!
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