
WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable                

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 

in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
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• Welcome To The MOB!!   Website:  www.ibcmob.net

• Assist Pregnancy Center Annual Fundraising Banquet, 
Friday, October 18, 2019, 7:00-9:00 PM, Fairview Park 
Marriott, 311 Fairview Park Drive, Falls Church, VA                                                      
RSVP by October 13 at  www.bit.ly/2019assistbanquest

• Christian Embassy Annual DC Fellowship Dinner, Friday, 
October 25, 2019, 06:30 PM - 08:00 PM Fairview Park 
Marriott:   https://www.christianembassy.com/events/the-
washington-dc-fellowship-dinner/

• Please Rise For A Hymn Of Praise & Invocation 

Announcements
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Matthew 4:4 (ESV)

“But He (Jesus) answered and said, “It is written, 

Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word 

that proceeds out of the mouth of God!”

Matthew 4:4 (ESV)

Memory Verse
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The Gospel According to
Matthew

Focus Offer of the King Rejection of the King

Reference
1:1 –
4:11

4:12 –
7:29

8:1 –
11:1

11:2 –
16:12

16:13 –
20:28

20:29 –
27:66

28:1 –
28:20

Division Presentation
of the King

Proclamation
of the King

Power
of the King

Progressive 
Rejection

of the King

Preparation
of the King’s 

Disciples

Presentation 
& Rejection
of the King

Proof
of the King

Topic
Teaching the Throngs Teaching the Twelve

Chronological Thematic Chronological

Location
Bethlehem 
& Nazareth

Galilee Judea

Time cir. 4 B.C. – A.D. 33
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Last Meeting:

• Matthew 3:1-17 John the Baptist Prepares the Way & 
Baptizes Jesus  

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Matthew, 2019 Edition, pages 70-93

This Meeting:

• Matthew 4:1-25 Jesus Tempted Begins Ministry Calls 
Disciples Crowds  

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Matthew, 2019 Edition, pages 93-117 

Our Study of Matthew
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Matthew 4:1-25

1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted 
by the devil.
2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.
3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, 
command these stones to become loaves of bread.”
4 But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of 
the temple
6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it 
is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ And “‘On their 
hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your 
God to the test.’”
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Matthew 4:1-25

8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all 
the kingdoms of the world and their glory.
9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and 
worship me.”
10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall 
worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’”
11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were 
ministering to him.
12 Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into 
Galilee.
13 And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in 
the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,
14 so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:
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Matthew 4:1-25

15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, 
beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles
16 the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those 
dwelling in the region and shadow of death, on them a light has 
dawned.”
17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who 
is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for 
they were fishermen.
19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him.
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Matthew 4:1-25

21 And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, 
mending their nets, and he called them.
22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.
23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
every affliction among the people.
24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the 
sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by 
demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them.
25 And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and 
from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.
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– The Father Tests the Son  (4:1-11)
– Jesus Returns to Galilee  (4:12-16)
– Christ’s Ministry in One Verse  (4:17)
– The First Disciples are Called  (4:18-22)
– Christ’s Public Ministry in Three Verses  (4:23-25)

“In the first major section of his Gospel, Matthew showed 
that Jesus had all the qualifications to be Israel's Messiah—

legally, scripturally, and morally.  He was now ready to 
relate Jesus' presentation of Himself to Israel as her King.”

Constable

Overview
Matthew 4
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1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil.  2 And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the 
tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these 
stones to become loaves of bread.”  4 But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall 
not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

Observation & Interpretation:  

• “led” (“drove,” Mark 1:12) = the Spirit compelled Jesus to meet Satan.

• God does not tempt anyone to seduce them to sin (James 1:13).

• Fasting does for us spiritually what food does for us physically.

• Satan is fully aware that Jesus is the Son of God (“if” = since).

• Lust of Flesh = the desire to do something apart from God’s will.

• Will Jesus provide for Himself independent of God’s direction and use 
His power selfishly?  No, God’s word is greater than bread (Deut. 8:3).

Observation & Interpretation
The Father Tests the Son -- #1  (4:1-4)
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5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the 
temple  6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for 
it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ And “‘On their 
hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’”  7 Jesus 
said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’”

Observation & Interpretation: 

• “the holy city” = Jerusalem (Nehemiah 11:1; Isaiah 48:1).

• “pinnacle,” prominent area of the temple, possibly 450 feet high.

• Satan quoted Psalm 91:11-12, except “to guard you in all your ways.”

• Pride of Life = the desire to be something apart from God’s will.

• Will Jesus insist that the Father protect Him by putting the Father to 
the test?  No, He won’t presume the Father’s will (Deut. 6:16-17).

Observation & Interpretation
The Father Tests the Son -- #2  (4:5-7)
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8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory.  9 And he said to him, “All these I will 
give you, if you will fall down and worship me.”  10 Then Jesus said to him, “Be 
gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him 
only shall you serve.’”  11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and 
were ministering to him.

Observation & Interpretation: 

• “very high mountain,” is a vantage point to see Satan’s kingdom.

• Jesus refused the authority Satan offered in favor of what God 
promised (Matthew 28:19).

• Lust of Eyes = the desire to have something apart from God’s will.

• Will Jesus defect from the Father and worship someone else for His 
own gain?  No, wanting only God is worth waiting for the kingdom that 
was promised to Him despite the impending suffering (Deut. 6:13).

Observation & Interpretation
The Father Tests the Son -- #3  (4:8-11)
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12 Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee.  
13 And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in the 
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali,  14 so that what was spoken by the prophet 
Isaiah might be fulfilled:  15 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the 
way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles  16 the people 
dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the 
region and shadow of death, on them a light has dawned.”

Observation & Interpretation: 

• Jesus returned to Galilee after first ministering in Judea and Samaria 
(John 1:19 – 4:42).  Capernaum will be His ministry headquarters.

• While under Assyrian control, Isaiah 9:1-2 predicts the Messiah 
would liberate this region.  Matthew says Jesus fulfilled that prophesy.

• “dawned” is the light of Jesus’ message will first shine in Galilee.

Observation & Interpretation
Jesus Returns to Galilee  (4:12-16)
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17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.”

Observation & Interpretation: 

• “From that time…”  It’s hard to truly gage when Jesus actually began 
His ministry, because each Gospel is not chronological.

• Matthew introduces Jesus’ public ministry with a statement of the 
message of His preaching and teaching:  “Repent…!”  (Luke 5:32)

• Jesus preached the same message as John’s (Matthew 3:2), which 
lasted until His charge to the disciples (Luke 24:47; Acts 26:20).

Observation & Interpretation
Christ’s Ministry in One Verse  (4:17)
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18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is 
called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were 
fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 And going on 
from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his 
brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called 
them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed him.

Observation & Interpretation: 

• “Immediately,” from now on, Jesus’ disciples will accompany Him in 
everything until they desert Him in the Garden of Gethsemane.

• The large catch of fish happened prior to their call (Luke 5:1-11).

• “fishers of men,” Jeremiah 16:16 alludes to God gathering Israel from 
exile; now, the disciples will announce an end to Israel’s spiritual exile.

Observation & Interpretation
The First Disciples are Called (4:18-22)
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23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every 
affliction among the people. 24 So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and 
they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, 
those oppressed by demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he 
healed them. 25 And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the 
Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.

Observation & Interpretation: 

• Three primary activities during public ministry: teaching; preaching; 
and healing.  “Gospel” = good news (Matthew 9:35; 24:14, 26:13).

• Jesus’ fame spread throughout the region, away from Galilee, into 
Syria, Decapolis, Jerusalem and Judea; Jews and Gentiles come to Him.

– Zechariah 2:10-12, 8:18-23; Isaiah 2:1-4).

• The scene is now set for the Sermon on the Mount.

Observation & Interpretation
Christ’s Public Ministry in Three Verses (4:23-25)
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“…his fame spread… 
throughout all 
Syria…from Galilee 
and the Decapolis, 
and from Jerusalem 
and Judea, and from 
beyond the Jordan.”

Matthew 4:23-25

19

Jesus’ Popularity Map

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+4%3A23-25&version=ESV


Conclusion

• Jesus did not give into temptation, which made Him the 
perfect sacrifice for sin on our behalf.
– 2 Corinthians 5:21 and Hebrews 7:26

• The Gospel of John introduced the private aspect of 
Jesus’ ministry.  Following Jesus’ wilderness encounter, 
Matthew and the Synoptics usher in His public actions.
– He returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit (Luke 4:15-16).

• Christ’s popularity and message set the stage for His 
Sermon on the Mount, His first of five discourses.
– Matthew wants us to sense the great excitement taking place.

“But He (Jesus) answered and said, “It is written, Man shall not live on bread 
alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God!”

Matthew 4:4
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Review:

• Matthew 4:1-25 Jesus Tempted Begins Ministry Calls 
Disciples Crowds  

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Matthew, 2019 Edition, pages 93-117

Study:

• Matthew 5:1-48 Sermon on the Mount (+)

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Matthew, 2019 Edition, pages 117-171

Next Meeting
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Discussion & Application

1. What are the similarities and differences of 1 John 2:16, 
as it relates to Adam, Israel, and Jesus?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 10:13.  What key elements can you 
employ to avoid an evil encounter?

3. Discuss a time where your memorization of Scripture 
helped during a conversation with someone about God.

4. Is your message to others simply to “repent”?

5. In what ways in your life have you been “a fisher of 
men”?  In what ways can you improve?

6. Think of how Jesus’ popularity spread throughout the 
region.  How could the Church’s impact be similar?
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Closing

• Questions 

• Benediction 
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Bible Study

Inductive Bible Study Approach:

•Observation – What does it say? 

•Interpretation – What does it mean? 

•Application – How do I apply this in my life? 

Primary Reference:  The Holy Bible
Secondary Reference / Commentary:  The Holy Bible
Additional References:  Precept Austin Bible Study Resources
• Dr. Constable's Notes on Matthew (Full Commentary - FREE pdf download)
• Grace to You - John MacArthur's sermons on Matthew (audio files & transcripts)
• IBC Sermons on The Gospel According to Matthew
• What is the Gospel of Jesus Christ? &  What We (IBC) Teach (Basic Doctrine)
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Interpreting Scripture

1. Normal - understanding the words of Scripture in their 
common usage unless otherwise indicated by the context.

2. Literal - understanding the meaning of Scripture in its 
ordinary sense unless the context requires a figurative 
interpretation.

3. Grammatical - using the recognized rules of grammar 
to interpret the text.

4. Historical - understanding the words of Scripture in the 
context of the times in which they were written.

5. Systematic - categorizing and comparing the teaching 
of the Scriptures with the whole of Scripture in view.

(Ref.  IBC What We Teach)
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1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after fasting forty days 
and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command 
these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on 
the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 
“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ And “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your 
foot against a stone.’” 7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8 
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 
9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, 
“Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” 11 Then 
the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 12 Now when he heard that John had 
been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee. 13 And leaving Nazareth he went and lived in Capernaum by the sea, in 
the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 15 
“The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—
16 the people dwelling in darkness have seen a great light, and for those dwelling in the region and shadow of 
death, on them a light has dawned.”  17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” 18 While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) 
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19 And he said to them, “Follow me, 
and I will make you fishers of men.”[b] 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21 And going on 
from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee 
their father, mending their nets, and he called them. 22 Immediately they left the boat and their father and 
followed him. 23 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of 
the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. 24 So his fame spread throughout 
all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by 
demons, those having seizures, and paralytics, and he healed them. 25 And great crowds followed him from 
Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan.
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