
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that 
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!

November 13, 2018 Genesis 15:1-21  God’s Promise of Children to Abram 1



• Welcome to the MOB!

• Website:  www.ibcmob.net

• Next MOB Meeting:  November 27, 2018

• Have a wonderful Thanksgiving celebration! 

Psalm 118  Give thanks to the Lord for He is good!

• Please rise for a hymn of praise & invocation 

Announcements
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Isaiah 9:6 (ESV) 

For unto us s child is born, to us a son is given; and 

the government shall be upon His shoulders, and 

His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Isaiah 9:6 (ESV) 

Memory Verse
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Review:

• Genesis 11:26 – 12:20

• Encountering Genesis, Chapter 5, pages 69 – 74

Read:

• Genesis 13:1 – 14:24

• Encountering Genesis, Chapters 5 – 7, pages 74 – 91 

Last Meeting
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+11:26+%E2%80%93+12:20&version=ESV
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Review:

• Genesis 13:1 – 14:24

• Encountering Genesis, Chapters 5 – 7, pages 74 – 91

Read:

• Genesis 15:1-21

• Encountering Genesis, Chapter 7, pages 91 – 96 

This Meeting
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Genesis
Overview
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Focus Four Events Four People

Reference
1:1 –
2:25

3:1 –
5:32

6:1 –
9:29

10:1 –
11:9

11:10 –
25:18

25:19 –
26:35

27:1 –
36:43

37:1 –
50:26

Division Creation Fall Flood Nations Abraham Isaac Jacob Joseph

Topic
The Human Race The Chosen Race (Hebrews)

Primeval History / Historical Patriarchal History / Biographical

Location
Fertile Crescent
( Eden – Haran )

Canaan
( Haran – Canaan ) 

Time
cir. 2,000 years

( cir. 4004 – 2090 B.C. )
193 years

( 2090 – 1897 B.C. )
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Genesis Divisions
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ית ִׁ֖ ֵראש  בְּ (bereshith) = Beginnings (of many things)

Greek = Genesis = Origin, Source, Generation, Beginning

֧דֹות תֹולְּ (toledoth) = “These are the generations of…” or 
“This is the history of…” or “account of…” 10 sections:

Prologue (Genesis 1:1 – 2:3)

1. The generations of heaven and earth (Genesis 2:4 – 4:26)

2. The generations of Adam (Genesis 5:1 – 6:8)

3. The generations of Noah (Genesis 6:9 – 9:29)

4. The generations of the sons of Noah (Genesis 10:1 – 11:9)

5. The generations of Shem (Genesis 11:10 – 26)

6. The generations of Terah (Genesis 11:27 – 25:11)

7. The generations of Ishmael (Genesis 25:12 – 18)

8. The generations of Isaac (Genesis 25:19 – 35:29)

9. The generations of Esau (Genesis 36:1 – 37:1)

10. The generations of Jacob (Genesis 37:2 – 50:26)
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October 30, 2018 Genesis 11:26 - 12:20  God calls Abram

Abrahamic Covenant

• The first and basis for all Theocratic Covenants (Rule of God) 

• An Unconditional Covenant with Abram, descendants & others 

• Blessings of the Covenant: 
– National – “I will make you a great nation” (Genesis 12:2) 

– Personal – “I will bless you, make your name great, so that you will be a blessing” 
(Genesis 12:2) 

– Universal – “I will bless those who bless you, curse those who curse you, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:3) 

• Details confirmed later (Genesis 13:14-17; 15:1-7,18-21; 17:1-8) 

• Personal Aspects: Father of a Great Nation, Receive Personal Blessing, 
Receive Personal Honor & Reputation, and Bless Others 

• Universal Aspects: Blessings for those who bless, Curses for those who curse, 
and Blessings on all the Families of the Earth through the Messiah, Abraham’s 
son according to the flesh 

More info: https://www.gotquestions.org/Abrahamic-covenant.html
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Genesis 11:26 - 12:20

https://www.gotquestions.org/Abrahamic-covenant.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+13%3A14-17%3B15%3A1-7%2C18-21%3B17%3A1-8&version=ESV
https://www.gotquestions.org/Abrahamic-covenant.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+11%3A26+-+12%3A20++&version=ESV


Genesis 15
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1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O 
Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me 
no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 4 And behold, the 
word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own 
son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward 
heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to 
him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it 
to him as righteousness.
7 And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am 
I to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three 
years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, 
and a young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid 
each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. 11 And 
when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.
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Genesis 15
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12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful 
and great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for 
certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will 
be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will 
bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come 
out with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; 
you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here in the 
fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and 
a flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river 
of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the 
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the 
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 
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Genesis 15
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1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, 
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2 But Abram said, “O 
Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my 
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me 
no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” 

Observation & Interpretation:
• Why would Abram be afraid?  Payback!  Review / Remember Genesis 14
• Shield: God protected Abram in Egypt and in a battle against a superior force 
• Very Great Reward: God had provided for Abram’s needs and wealth (Egypt) 
• God had already promised, “I will make your offspring like the dust of the 

earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be 
counted.” (Genesis 13:16) 

• Abram still believed (had faith), but asked for assurance / more information. 
• Hurrian Law allowed for the adoption of an heir (ancient “social security”) 
• Abram was wondering HOW God would make good on His promise 
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Genesis 15
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Genesis 15
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4 And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your 
heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” 5 And he brought him outside and 
said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number 
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 6 And he believed the 
LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. 

Observation & Interpretation:
• The LORD (YAHWEH) spoke to Abram and provided clarification 
• God had already promised, “I will make your offspring like the dust of the 

earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be 
counted.” (Genesis 13:16) – Some commentators think this refers to physical 
(blood) descendants. 

• The reference to the stars could mean spiritual descendants. 
• God would make both come true! 
• Abram believed God’s clarification / additional information (faith on faith) 
• Romans 4, Galatians 3, James 2:14-26

13

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15%3A1-21&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+13:16&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=romans+4&version=ESV
galatians 3
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A14-26&version=ESV


Genesis 15
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7 And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am 
I to know that I shall possess it?” 9 He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three 
years old, a female goat three years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, 
and a young pigeon.” 10 And he brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid 
each half over against the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. 11 And 
when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

Observation & Interpretation:
• The LORD (YAHWEH) identifies Himself and His relationship to / with Abram 
• Exodus 20:2, Deuteronomy 5:6, Psalms 81:10
• Abram again asks the LORD (my) GOD (ADONAI YAHWEH) for assurance 
• God does not get angry with Abram 
• God uses a contemporary means to demonstrate His commitment to Abram 
• Sacrificial covenant making, but also much more… 
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Genesis 15
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12 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold, dreadful 
and great darkness fell upon him. 13 Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for 
certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will 
be servants there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. 14 But I will 
bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come 
out with great possessions. 15 As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; 
you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they shall come back here in the 
fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 

Observation & Interpretation:
• God causes Abram to fall into a deep sleep (like Adam in Genesis 2) 
• God shows Abram some of what lies ahead for Abram’s descendants before 

they will inherit the Promised Land: 400 years in Egypt as slaves 
• But God has a plan: He will punish Egypt and send them out with wealth 
• God assures Abram he will live long and pass into eternity peacefully 
• God explains why He is delaying giving the land to Abram now: God’s plan 

for judging the wicket Amorites who currently occupy the land 
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Genesis 15
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Genesis 15
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17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and 
a flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that day the LORD made a 
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river 
of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, 19 the land of the Kenites, the 
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 21 the 
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 

Observation & Interpretation:
• Ancient contracting: “cut a contract” 
• Oath between two peers, king and vassal, or subject 
• “If I don’t do my part, may I become like these animals” 
• Smoke & Fire - Exodus 13:21-22 and Exodus 19:18
• Only God passes through; only God has performance risk 
• God is willing to put it all on the line for His promise to Abram 
• God promised both a land and a nation (many descendants) 
• God would even be willing to be “broken” to maintain the covenant 
• Even if Abram or his descendants (both physical and spiritual) fail 
• God provides more specific information about the Promised Land 
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Genesis 15
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Genesis 15
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Review:

• Genesis 15:1-21

• Encountering Genesis, Chapter 7, pages 91 – 96 

Read:

• Genesis 16:1-16

• Encountering Genesis, Chapter 7, page 96 

Next Meeting
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Genesis 15
Discussion & Application

• How did God act as Abram’s “shield”? 

• How did God promise to be Abram’s “very great reward”? 

• How did God respond when Abram asked for reassurance? 

• What is/are the source/s of your significance, safety, and security?  
In what do you place your trust and hope?  What do you treasure?  
What do you aspire to? 

• What scares you?  What do you worry about or fear the most? 
What keeps you up at night? 

• How has God protected you (shield)?  Share your story. 

• How has God blessed you (great reward)?  Share your story. 

• Praise God for His promises and faithfulness!  

• Praise God for His protection (shield) and blessings (great reward)! 

• Ask God to help you to live a life of faith like Abram. 
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Closing

• Questions 

• Benediction 
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Study References

Primary Reference:  The Holy Bible (always)

Secondary Reference / Commentary:  The Holy Bible (always)

“The Bible is always the best commentary on the Bible.” 

Additional References (as time permits): 

• Encountering the Book of Genesis, Bill T. Arnold, Baker Books, 1998

• Dr. Constable's Notes on Genesis (Full Commentary - FREE pdf download)

• Grace to You - John MacArthur's sermons on Genesis (audio files & transcripts) 

• Precept Austin (Pastor Tom’s favorite Bible study reference site)

• Hebrew Interlinear (look up the meaning of the original Hebrew words)

• Others references available at www.ibcmob.net/resources and online 
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Bible Study

Inductive Bible Study Approach:

• Observation – What does it say? 

• Interpretation – What does it mean? 

• Application – How do I apply this in my life? 

Primary Reference:  The Holy Bible
Secondary Reference / Commentary:  The Holy Bible 
Additional References:  
• Encountering the Book of Genesis, Bill T. Arnold, Baker Books, 1998
• Dr. Constable's Notes on Genesis (Full Commentary - FREE pdf download)
• Grace to You - John MacArthur's sermons on Genesis (audio files & transcripts) 
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Interpreting Scripture

1. Normal - understanding the words of Scripture in their 
common usage unless otherwise indicated by the context.

2. Literal - understanding the meaning of Scripture in its 
ordinary sense unless the context requires a figurative 
interpretation.

3. Grammatical - using the recognized rules of grammar 
to interpret the text.

4. Historical - understanding the words of Scripture in the 
context of the times in which they were written.

5. Systematic - categorizing and comparing the teaching 
of the Scriptures with the whole of Scripture in view.

(Ref.  IBC What We Teach)
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