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Sent: Wednesday, December 04, 2019 12:53 PM 

Subject: Last Nite's MOB Study on Matthew 10 

 

"And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.  He who has 

found his life will lose it, and he who has lost his life for My sake will find it!  (Matthew 10:38-

39) 

 

Remember how our lesson on Matthew 9 (on November 19th) closed with Jesus, "seeing the 

multitude of people," and feeling compassion for them because they were, "distressed and 

dispirited, like sheep without a shepherd"!  And how He then told His disciples that, “the harvest 

was plentiful but the workers were few," and so asked them to, "beseech the Lord of the harvest," 

that He would, "send out workers into His harvest"!  

 

In Matthew 10, we then saw, not surprisingly, that the very disciples who were asked to pray 

were the ones "summoned" to carry out the "King's (Jesus') agenda"!  And they were given 

special "authority to cast out unclean spirits and heal every kind of sickness" and, after being 

instructed by Jesus Himself, commanded to "preach that the kingdom was at hand" (like the 

message preached by John the Baptist in "preparing for the way of the Lord")! 

 

Interestingly, the 12 disciples (now called "apostles") were specifically instructed "not to go in 

the way of the Gentiles, nor enter any city of the Samaritans, but rather go to the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel!  (The prophet Jeremiah, in Jeremiah 50:6, wrote about how "My (God's) people 

had become lost sheep; their shepherds having led them astray..."!) 

 

Why, one might ask, did Jesus, at this time, limit the apostles to the "house of Israel"?  

MacArthur notes, as the Old Testament writings make clear, that God had chosen Israel as HIs 

"witness nation," and had given her distinct privileges (e.g., they were "entrusted with the oracles 

of God"!)  And it was through Israel that salvation was to come to all the world!  (The apostle 

Paul wrote in Romans 1:16: "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of 

God for salvation to everyone who believes, (but) to the Jew first, and also to the Greek"!) 

 

Dr. Constable notes that Jesus sent them to the Jews exclusively (here!) to do three things: (1) to 

announce the appearance of their long-awaited Messiah, (2) to declare that the "kingdom was at-

hand;" and (3) to provide "signs" to the Jews, who "required them as proof of divine 

authorization"!   And, among the signs, was the apostles' authority and power to "heal the sick, 

raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, and cast out demons" (10:8) 

 

The "mission mandate" given the apostles included other things (as noted in the verses to 

follow)--among them, to travel lightly and remain unencumbered by material possessions; to stay 

with "worthy hosts" and "shake off the dust of their feet" whenever not received; to be "shrewd 

as serpents and harmless as doves;" to "not worry about how or what to say, since the Spirit of 

God would "speak through them;" and to "not fear those who could kill the body but were unable 

to kill the soul"!   

 

They would be "scourged in their synagogues," Jesus said, and "brought before governors and 

kings for My sake," and even "betrayed by brothers" and "hated by all because of My name"!   
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Verse 34, somewhat shockingly, quotes Jesus as saying "not to think that He came to bring peace 

on the earth...that He did not come to bring peace, but a sword"!  What happened to the 

Christmas story about "peace on earth," one might ask?  Dr. Constable places it in context by 

stating that "while Messiah's immediate purpose would entail conflict, He would ultimately bring 

peace"!  Jesus promises, in John 14:27, "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give unto you!  Not 

as the world gives give I unto you; let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid!"  And 

many more verses could be cited! Whew! Merry Christmas, men! 

 

Then there's our memory verse (verses 38-39) where we're challenged to "take up our cross and 

follow after Him (Jesus)"!  It's a call of "self-denial" and "full surrender” And a willingness to 

suffer--even die--for His sake!  How comforting to realize that these words are preceded by 

words picturing how "His eyes are even on the sparrows" and the "very hairs of our head are 

numbered"!  MacArthur calls them "powerful affirmations of the sovereignty of God"!  And the 

chapter ends with a reminder that even the "giving of a cup of cold water to one of these little 

ones" has its rewards for the believer! 

 

Matthew 10 is the ultimate "mission discourse"--and so it was only appropriate that Mike 

Connor, IBC's Mission Pastor, would lead our MOB session last nite!  And he captured the 

"mission spirit" of Matthew 10 (and of IBC), which continues to drive our missionary outlook 

and outreach in the "church age"--and reflected on practical guidelines that our and other 

missionaries emulate throughout our world today!  David Pratt (McLean Bible) writes that 

"Christ calls HIs followers to a costly mission that will involve suffering and opposition, but that 

the sovereign care and protection of God are sufficient to sustain their faith"!  (He also noted, as 

a "word of caution in understanding this passage, that Jesus' words at the beginning of this 

chapter are specifically aimed at these particular disciples on this particular occasion!) 

 

Dr. Louis Barbieri, of Moody Bible Institute, writes that "these words find their fullest 

manifestation in the days of the Tribulation when the gospel will be carried throughout the entire 

world before Jesus Christ returns in power and glory to finally consummate His kingdom on the 

earth (Matthew 24:14) 

 

Wiersbe notes that while some of the things in Matthew 10 applied to the apostles alone, many 

apply to modern disciples as well!  And, he says, these would include: preaching the Word, 

helping people, living simply, moving on when rejected, using wisdom and discernment, 

expecting persecution, not being afraid, remaining faithful to God, and remembering that there 

will be rewards!   

 

Well, we're got our work cut out for us!  And a "cross to bear"!  Pratt notes that "when you take 

the ultimate risk, you find the ultimate reward"! 

 

So, men, may God go with as you take on your mission, if you choose to take it!  

 

Lowell  


