
For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also 
to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

Romans 1:16-17

February 6, 2018 Romans 8:12-17 1



2

• Welcome to the MOB! Website: www.ibcmob.net

• The Conquer Series: Battle Plan for Moral Purity, 
Wednesdays, January 10 - February 7, 2018, 7:00 PM,    
IBC Atrium, POC: Pastor Tom Joyce (last week this offering, 
next offering will be after Easter 2018) 

• Discovering IBC Class, February 11, 8:00 AM, IBC Rm A206

• "Even Better Than Eden" IBC Women's Spring Conference, 
March 9-10 at IBC – check online for more information

Announcements
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http://www.ibcmob.net/
https://immanuelbible.church/ministries/men
mailto:joyce@immanuelbible.church
https://immanuelbible.church/discover/membership
https://immanuelbible.church/women/womens-spring-conference


Romans 8:16 (NASB)

The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we 

are children of God, and if children, heirs also, 

heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if 

indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also 

be glorified with Him.

Romans 8:16 (NASB)

Memory Verse
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Focus
Revelation 

of God’s 
Righteousness

Vindication 
of God’s 

Righteousness

Application 
of God’s 

Righteousness

Reference 1:1 – 3:20 3:21 – 5:21 6:1 – 8:39 9:1-29
9:30 –
10:21

11:1-36
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Probably written in Corinth (Greece) around 57 AD

Romans
Outline
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Last Meeting

Encountering the Book of Romans
Chapter 12 

Life and Hope through the Spirit: Life

pages 115 - 119

Scripture:

– Romans 8:1-13
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- The law cannot condemn 
believers, who are in Christ 

- The Holy Spirit empowers 
us for life and peace 

- We are to live as debtors to 
Christ 

Key Thoughts :

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-13&version=ESV


This Meeting

Encountering the Book of Romans
Chapter 12

Life and Hope through the Spirit: Adoption

pp. 119-120 

Scripture:

– Romans 8:12-17

6

- All who are led by the Spirit of 
God are sons of God 

- The Spirit bears witness with our 
spirit that we are God's children 

- If we are children of God, then 
we are heirs of God and fellow 
heirs with Christ

- We will be glorified with Him, 
provided we suffer with Him

Key Thoughts :

Romans 8:12-17February 6, 2018

Outline:

• The Test of Sonship
• The Privilege of Sonship
• The Assurance of Sonship

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A12-17&version=ESV


Romans 8:12-17 (ESV)

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the 
flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the 
deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received 
the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit 
that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—
heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer 
with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
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The Test of Sonship

12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are sons of God.

Observation:  “So then” – what follows is the logical conclusion from what 
preceded: The Holy Spirit delivers us from the bondage of sin (Romans 8:1-11).  
However, there is a test that determines if we are God’s sons or not. The test 
consists of two IF – THEN statements and the logical conclusion from the result. 

Interpretation:  The Test: 
• IF you continue to live according to the flesh, [THEN] you will die 
• IF by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, [THEN] you will live
• The Holy Spirit is the only mechanism (sole enabler) by which we can put to death 

the deeds of the body (i.e., we can only do this with the help of the Holy Spirit) 
• All (everyone, male and female) who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God 
• Passing this daily test (how we live our lives) has significant consequences:       

eternal life or eternal death (separation from God), but wait, there’s more! 
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The Privilege of Sonship

15 For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 

Observation:  The Holy Spirit’s work in our lives delivers us from the slavery of 
sin and the logical fear of judgement associated with it.  Instead, we (all who 
are led by the Spirit of God) receive the Spirit of adoption as sons giving us 
privileged access to and a special relationship with God the Father. “Papa!” 

36 And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove this cup from me. 
Yet not what I will, but what you will.” -- Mark 14:36 

Interpretation:  Because we receive a Spirit of adoption, we are no longer 
slaves to sin living in fear of judgement, but we are now adopted sons of God. 
This is a BIG DEAL (and GREAT news for believers).  Let’s think this through… 
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Romans 8:12-17 (ESV)
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Quick History Quiz:  Who were these guys?

What did they have in common?



Romans 8:12-17 (ESV)
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All three were adopted.

Marcus Aurelius 
161 AD to 180 AD

Tiberius Julius Caesar
14 AD to 37 AD

Augustus Caesar 
27 BC to 14 AD

Ref. Adoption in the Roman Empire (https://carolashby.com/adoption-in-the-roman-empire/)

All three were Roman Emperors. 

https://carolashby.com/adoption-in-the-roman-empire/


Adoption

February 6, 2018 Romans 8:12-17 12

Act of leaving one's natural family and entering into the privileges and responsibilities
of another. In the Bible, adoption is one of several family-related terms used to describe 
the process of salvation and its subsequent benefits. God is a father who graciously 
adopts believers in Christ into his spiritual family and grants them all the privileges of 
heirship. Salvation is much more than forgiveness of sins and deliverance from 
condemnation; it is also a position of great blessing. Believers are children of God.

Old Testament Legal adoption was not prescribed in Jewish law or practiced by the 
Israelites. In fact, the term "adoption" does not occur in the Old Testament. While there 
are several possible allusions to adoption, such as Moses ( Exod 2:10 ), Genubath ( 1 
Kings 11:20 ), and Esther ( Est 2:7 ), the incidents recorded take place in foreign societies 
(Egyptian and Persian) and there is no evidence that legal adoptions were enacted.

The adoption metaphor was not lost to Israel, however. God declares that he is the 
Father of the nation Israel, whom he loves as his child ( Isa 1:2 ; Hosea 11:1 ). He tells 
Pharaoh, "Israel is my firstborn son" ( Exod 4:22 ). More specifically, he says to David 
(and the Messiah), "You are my son; today I have become your Father" ( Psalm 2:7 ); and 
of David's descendant, "I will be his father, and he will be my son" ( 2 Sa 7:14 ). Although 
not precisely adoption passages, the instances of declared sonship in the Old Testament 
provide a theological foundation for Israel's designation as the children of God.

Ref. Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology

See also:  2 Samuel 9
David “adopts” Mephibosheth

http://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/2-10.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-kings/11-20.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/esther/2-7.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/isaiah/1-2.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/hosea/11-1.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/exodus/4-22.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/psalms/2-7.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/2-samuel/7-14.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/adoption.html
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Samuel+9&version=ESV


Adoption
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New Testament The New Testament cultural environment was much different from that 
of the Old since elaborate laws and ceremonies for adoption were part of both Greek 
and Roman society. To people with this background, the adoption metaphor in the New 
Testament was particularly meaningful.

The Greek word for adoption (huiothesia [uiJoqesiva]) means to "place as a son" and is 
used only by Paul in the New Testament. Each of the five occurrences in his letters is to 
readers of a decidedly Roman background. In one instance Paul refers to the Old 
Testament idea of Israel's special position as the children of God "Theirs is the adoption 
as sons" ( Rom 9:4 ). The remaining four references describe how New Testament 
believers become children of God through his gracious choice. The full scope of God's 
work of salvation past, present, and future is seen in adoption.

The believer's adoption as a child of God was determined by God from eternity: God 
"predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ" ( Eph 1:5 ). This 
adoption is not the result of any merit on the part of the believer, but solely the 
outworking of God's love and grace ( Eph 1:5 Eph 1:7 ).

Ref. Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology

Illustration:  Ben-Hur Son of Arrius "Spirit of Adoption" - YouTube

http://www.biblestudytools.com/lexicons/greek/nas/huiothesia.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/9-4.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/1-5.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/1-5.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/1-7.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/adoption.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjjvv6ugfnYAhWP2VMKHTcWBgAQtwIIJzAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DDbHDk6Uzri4&usg=AOvVaw1rEdiuqHKriRQ03auGNDKk


The Assurance of Sonship

16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,

Observation:  The Holy Spirit provides the assurance that we are God’s sons. 
Apostle Paul again using legal terminology (witness) – you need at least two! 

15 “A single witness shall not suffice against a person for any crime or for any wrong in 
connection with any offense that he has committed. Only on the evidence of two 
witnesses or of three witnesses shall a charge be established. -- Deuteronomy 19:15

1 This is the third time I am coming to you. Every charge must be established by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. -- 2 Corinthians 13:1 

Interpretation:  Because the Holy Spirit serves as our witness, we can be sure 
(absolutely certain) that we children of God – adoption process complete! 
This also has significant consequences… 
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The Assurance of Sonship

17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided 
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

Observation:  Another set of conditional statements (IF – THEN) to make a 
logical point.  Because we are children of God, we are also heirs of God (the 
Father) and fellow heirs with Christ (the original son; not adopted).  Because we 
are now in the family, we get the “total package”: suffering and glory. 

Interpretation:  Because we are now “in Christ” (all in the family), we will inherit 
the kingdom (co-heirs), but we will also suffer like He did before being glorified. 

18 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of 
the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, 
but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 20 Remember the word 
that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they 
will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these 
things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who 
sent me. -- John 15:18-21 
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Adoption
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The believer's adoption as a child of God was determined by God from eternity: God 
"predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ" ( Eph 1:5 ). This adoption is 
not the result of any merit on the part of the believer, but solely the outworking of God's 
love and grace ( Eph 1:5 Eph 1:7 ).

The present reality of the believer's adoption into the family of God is release from the 
slavery of sin and the law and a new position as a free heir of God. Entering into salvation 
brings the rights and privileges of free sonship: "For you did not receive a spirit that makes 
you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, 'Abba, 
Father'" ( Rom 8:15 ). Paul tells the Galatians that Christians were redeemed from the law 
so that they might receive adoption as sons. As a result the Holy Spirit comes into the 
believer's heart crying, "Abba, Father" ( Gal 4:5 ). The intimacy of a relationship with God 
the Father in contrast to the ownership of slavery is a remarkable feature of salvation.

Like many aspects of salvation, there is an eschatological component of adoption. 
Believers "wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies“ ( Ro 8:23 ). 
The full revelation of the believer's adoption is freedom from the corruption present in the 
world. Being a member of God's family includes the ultimate privilege of being like him ( 1 
John 3:2 ) and being conformed to the glorious body of Christ ( Php 3:21 ). This is part of 
the promised inheritance for all God's children ( Rom 8:16-17 ). 

Ref. Baker's Evangelical Dictionary of Biblical Theology

http://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/1-5.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/1-5.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/ephesians/1-7.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/8-15.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/galatians/4-5.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/romans/8-23.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/1-john/3-2.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/philippians/3-21.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/passage/?q=Romans+8:16-17
https://www.biblestudytools.com/dictionaries/bakers-evangelical-dictionary/adoption.html


Discussion & Application

1. What encouragements are you promised in Romans 8 
(so far)?  How does each promise encourage you? 

2. Why do you think the Apostle Paul used “adoption as 
sons” instead of more gender-neutral terminology? 

3. Does “adoption as sons” apply to women (females) too 
or just to men (males)?  Why or why not? 

4. What does “sonship” mean for the believer?                       
What does it include?  What does it require of us? 

5. Do you think like a “son of God”?  If so, in what ways?  
If not, why not? 

6. Do you act like a “son of God”?  Be specific (share). 
Pray for the Holy Spirit to continue working in your life. 

7. What does it mean to, “suffer like He did before being 
glorified”?  (more on this in our next lesson) 

February 6, 2018 Romans 8:12-17 17



Rejoicing in Life and Hope

Review:  

• Romans 8:12-17

Study: 

• Romans 8:18-39

• Encountering Romans Chapter 12, 
pages 120-126

Next Meeting
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Closing

• Questions? 

• Comments? 

• Closing Prayer 
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