
WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable                

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 

in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
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• Welcome to the MOB!  Happy New Year! 

• Website:  www.ibcmob.net

• Meeting Location:  The MOB will continue to meet via 
Zoom until IBC leaders reassess the COVID-19 situation 
and determine when we will resume meetings at IBC. 

• Immanuel Bible Institute (IBI) classes Sunday mornings.  
Rod Turk will teach “Christian Worldview and Culture.” 
Get info and register on the IBC website, IBI webpage. 

• Pray for Jim Neighbors’ family. 

• Pray for health: Pastor Bob, Ric, and Joel. 

• Continue to pray for our nation. 

• Sanctity of Life Month (January)

Announcements
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http://www.ibcmob.net/
https://www.immanuelbible.church/ibi
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Memory Verse

Exodus 18:19-20 (ESV)

“19 Now obey my voice; I will give you advice, and 
God be with you! You shall represent the people 
before God and bring their cases to God, 20 and 
you shall warn them about the statutes and the 
laws, and make them know the way in which they 
must walk and what they must do.”

Exodus 18:19-20 (ESV)
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Focus Redemption from Egypt Revelation from God

Reference 1:1 – 1:22 2:1 – 4:31 5:1 – 15:21 15:22 – 18:27 19:1 – 31:18 32:1 – 40:38

Division
Need 

for 
Redemption

Preparation 
for 

Redemption

Redemption 
of 

Israel

Preservation 
of 

Israel

Revelation
of the 

Covenant

Response of 
Israel to the 

Covenant

Topic
Narration Legislation

Subjugation Redemption Instruction

Location Egypt Wilderness Mount Sinai

Time
430 Years

( c. 1875 – 1445 B.C. )
2 Months

(c. 1445 B.C.)
10 Months

( c. 1445 B.C. )
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Our Study of Exodus

Last Week:

• Exodus 17:1-16 Water from the Rock, Israel Defeats Amalek

• Memory Verse:  Joshua 1:7

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Exodus, 2020 Ed., pp. 151-161

This Week:

• Exodus 18:1-27 Jethro’s Advice

• Memory Verse:  Exodus 18:19-20

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Exodus, 2020 Ed., pp. 161-166
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https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+15:1-21&version=ESV
https://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/exodus.pdf
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12:1-42&version=ESV
https://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/exodus.pdf
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Exodus 18:1-27

• Meeting All In The Family  (1-4)
• Telling An Unbelievable Story  (5-8)
• Knowing That God Delivers  (9-12)
• Passing Judgment On The Judge  (13-16)
• Sharing Advice Which Endures  (17-23)
• Deciphering A Wise Plan  (24-27)

God Positions Wise Counsel For Your Benefit

“So the prophet stopped, but said, ‘I know that God has determined to 
destroy you, because you have done this and have not listened to my 

counsel.’”  2 Chr. 25:16b

Exodus 18:1-27  Jethro's AdviceJanuary 26, 2021



9

Exodus 18:1-4

1 Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father-in-law, heard of 
all that God had done for Moses and for Israel his people, 
how the Lord had brought Israel out of Egypt. 2 Now Jethro, 
Moses' father-in-law, had taken Zipporah, Moses' wife, after 
he had sent her home, 3 along with her two sons. The name 
of the one was Gershom (for he said, “I have been a 
sojourner in a foreign land”), 4 and the name of the other, 
Eliezer (for he said, “The God of my father was my help, and 
delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh”).

Meeting All In The Family

Exodus 18:1-27  Jethro's AdviceJanuary 26, 2021



10January 26, 2021 Exodus 18:1-27  Jethro's Advice

Melchizedek (Gen. 14:17-24) Jethro (Exod. 18:1-27)

• Gentile priest of Salem (Gen. 14:18). • Gentile priest of Midian (Exod. 18:1).

• Met Abraham with gifts as Abraham 

returned from defeating the 

Mesopotamians (Gen. 14:18).

• Met Moses as Moses returned from 

defeating the Amalekites (Exod. 18:5).

• Brought gifts to Abraham 

(Gen. 14:18).

• Brought Moses' wife and sons to 

Moses (Exod. 18:2-6).

• He was king of peace (Heb. salem, 

(Gen. 14:18).

• He offered Moses peace (Heb. salom, 

Exod. 18:7).

• Abraham's heir was Eliezer ("God is 

my help," Gen. 15:2).

• Moses’ son was Eliezer ("God is my 

help," Exod. 18:4).

• Praised God for rescuing Abraham 

from the Amalekites (Gen. 14:19-20).

• Praised God for rescuing Moses from 

the Egyptians (Exod. 18:10-11).

• He offered bread and wine 

(Gen. 14:18).

• He offered sacrifices and ate bread 

with Moses (Exod. 18:12).

Tale of Two Priests

“Just as Abraham was met by Melchizedek the priest (Ge 14) before God made a covenant 
with him in Genesis 15, so Moses is met by Jethro the priest (Ex 18) before God makes a 

covenant with him at Sinai (Ex 19).”     Constable
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Observation & Interpretation
Exodus 18:1-4

Some how, Jethro “heard” how the LORD delivered Israel 
from the Egyptians (? word spread via trading networks). 

• Jethro (Reuel = friend of God). “Father-in-law” is used 12x.
• Zipporah returned to Midian (Ex. 2:21; 4:20,25-26)…why? 
• “two sons” Gershom (sojourner) & Eliezer (God is my help).
• God’s primary purpose in Exodus was to “deliver” Israel!
• Cf. Ex. 2:19, 3:8, 6:6. Used 5x, 18:4, 8, 9, 10 (2x in v10).

Meeting All In The Family

“O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have told us, what 
deeds you performed in their days, in the days of old.”  Psalm 44:1
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Exodus 18:5-8

5 Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, came with his sons and his 
wife to Moses in the wilderness where he was encamped at 
the mountain of God. 6 And when he sent word to Moses, “I, 
your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife 
and her two sons with her,” 7 Moses went out to meet his 
father-in-law and bowed down and kissed him. And they 
asked each other of their welfare and went into the tent. 8

Then Moses told his father-in-law all that the Lord had done 
to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel's sake, all the 
hardship that had come upon them in the way, and how the 
Lord had delivered them.

Telling An Unbelievable Story

Exodus 18:1-27  Jethro's AdviceJanuary 26, 2021



13

Observation & Interpretation
Exodus 18:5-8

Moses “proclaimed” to Jethro the LORD’s power, which 
fulfilled God’s purpose for raising up Pharaoh (Ex. 9:16).

• Some scholars say Exodus 18 is thematic, not sequential.
• “mountain of God,” is Horeb or Mt. Sinai; Moses is nearby.
• Moses’ humility and respect towards Jethro is noteworthy.
• “welfare” = extended their peace (i.e, shalom).

Telling An Unbelievable Story

“They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom and tell of your power, to 
make known to the children of man your mighty deeds, and the glorious 

splendor of your kingdom.”  Psalm 145:11-12
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Exodus 18:9-12

9 And Jethro rejoiced for all the good that the Lord had done 
to Israel, in that he had delivered them out of the hand of 
the Egyptians. 10 Jethro said, “Blessed be the Lord, who has 
delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of 
the hand of Pharaoh and has delivered the people from 
under the hand of the Egyptians. 11 Now I know that the 
Lord is greater than all gods, because in this affair they dealt 
arrogantly with the people.” 12 And Jethro, Moses' father-in-
law, brought a burnt offering and sacrifices to God; and 
Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with 
Moses' father-in-law before God.

Knowing That God Delivers
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Observation & Interpretation
Exodus 18:9-12

The Israelites murmured after witnessing God’s salvation; 
yet, a Midianite (Gentile) “rejoiced” just hearing the news.

• Jethro “blessed” the LORD, acknowledging His superiority 
above all other gods. Midianites are pagan…Jethro is not!

• A “burnt offering” for God = Jethro’s faith. [FYI, Holocaust]
• The meal served as tying their allegiance (cf. Amalekites).

Knowing That God Delivers

“He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the 
thoughts of their hearts; he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

and exalted those of humble estate.”  Luke 1:51-52
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Exodus 18:13-16

13 The next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the 

people stood around Moses from morning till evening. 
14 When Moses' father-in-law saw all that he was doing for 
the people, he said, “What is this that you are doing for the 
people? Why do you sit alone, and all the people stand 
around you from morning till evening?” 15 And Moses said to 
his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me to inquire 
of God; 16 when they have a dispute, they come to me and I 
decide between one person and another, and I make them 
know the statutes of God and his laws.”

Passing Judgment On The Judge
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Observation & Interpretation
Exodus 18:13-16

Moses judged all disputes in Israel.  But Jethro inquired into 
why this pattern seemed unsustainable for one man.

• “dispute” & “neighbor,” Ex. 2:13; Ex. 11:2; Ex. 20:16-17.
• Moses’ 1st experience as arbitrator vs. 40 years later:

• Then, he was forced to flee Egypt (cf. Ex 2:14, 15+). 
• Now, as judge, he “inquires of God” regarding His laws.

• Jethro’s reactions were based on what was done for the 
people by the LORD (v9) and by Moses (v14).

Passing Judgment On The Judge

“When one of you has a grievance against another, does he dare go 
to law before the unrighteous instead of the saints?”  1 Cor. 6:1
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Exodus 18:17-23

17 Moses' father-in-law said to him, “What you are doing is not 
good. 18 You and the people with you will certainly wear yourselves 
out, for the thing is too heavy for you. You are not able to do it 
alone. 19 Now obey my voice; I will give you advice, and God be 
with you! You shall represent the people before God and bring their 
cases to God, 20 and you shall warn them about the statutes and 
the laws, and make them know the way in which they must walk 
and what they must do. 21 Moreover, look for able men from all the 
people, men who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate a bribe, 
and place such men over the people as chiefs of thousands, of 
hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. 22 And let them judge the people 
at all times. Every great matter they shall bring to you, but any 
small matter they shall decide themselves. So it will be easier for 
you, and they will bear the burden with you. 23 If you do this, God 
will direct you, you will be able to endure, and all this people also 
will go to their place in peace.”

Sharing Advice Which Endures
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Observation & Interpretation
Exodus 18:17-23

Without delegating functions, our ministry to God could be 
inefficient with activities that are “not good” (cf. Acts 6:1-7).

• What he saw: 1.) not good, 2.) both will wear yourselves 
out, 3.) too heavy for you, and 4.) not able to do it alone.

• Advice: 1. God, 2. Praying, 3. Teaching, 4. Selecting Men…
… a. fear God, b. trustworthy, c. hate bribes, d. chiefs/judges.
• Results: 1.) share burdens, 2.) God directs, 3.) go in peace.
• Jesus executed a similar model with the 12 Apostles.

Sharing Advice Which Endures

“Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full 
of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. But we will 

devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”  Acts 6:3-4
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Exodus 18:24-27

24 So Moses listened to the voice of his father-in-law and did 
all that he had said. 25 Moses chose able men out of all 
Israel and made them heads over the people, chiefs of 
thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. 26 And they 
judged the people at all times. Any hard case they brought 
to Moses, but any small matter they decided themselves. 
27 Then Moses let his father-in-law depart, and he went 
away to his own country.

Deciphering A Wise Plan
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Observation & Interpretation
Exodus 18:24-27

Moses picked judges (from among the tribal heads), who 
were wise, respected men of integrity (cf. Deut. 1:12-18).

• As stated, some claim vss. 24-27 are not chronological.
• Moses took the risk, relinquished control, entrusted tasks 

to others, helping “thousands…hundreds…fifties…tens.”
• The chiefs/judges were able to discern what to elevate.
• Jethro departs from Moses (cf. Num 10:29; Jdg 1:16).

Deciphering A Wise Plan

“And I charged your judges at that time, ‘Hear the cases between your 
brothers, and judge righteously between a man and his brother or the 

alien who is with him.”  Deut. 1:16
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The Church can glean lessons from Exodus 18 that 
can help ease the burden on the Body.

Wisdom in Exodus 18

• Respect those in honorable positions.
• Share your testimony to eager listeners.
• Observe and understand before you speak.
• Receive criticism, then consider its wisdom.
• Delegate authority but retain responsibility.
• Search for men with character and integrity.

“By [pride, arrogance, contempt] comes nothing but strife, 
but with those who take advice is wisdom.”  Prov. 13:10

Prov. 21:21

Prov. 14:25

Prov. 23:26

Prov. 28:23

Prov. 24:6

Prov. 20:6
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“It is better to set a hundred men to 
work, than do the work of a hundred 
men. You do a service to a man when 
you evoke his latent faculty. It is no 
kindness to others or service to God 
to do more than your share in the 
sacred duties of Church life.”

DL Moody

Conclusion
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Whenever the spiritual gifts of the members 
are not being used efficiently, the Body and the 

Kingdom of God will suffer.
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Next Meeting

Review:

• Exodus 18:1-27 Jethro’s Advice

• Memory Verse:  Exodus 18:19-20

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Exodus, 2020 Ed., pp. 161-166

Study:

• Exodus 19:1-25 Israel at Mount Sinai

• Memory Verse:  Exodus 19:5-6

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Exodus, 2020 Ed., pp. 166-181
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https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12:1-42&version=ESV
https://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/exodus.pdf
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+15:1-21&version=ESV
https://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/exodus.pdf
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1. What “highlights” do you remember from last week’s lesson on 

Exodus 17 that set the scene for tonight’s lesson on Exodus 18?

2. What do you know about Jethro from our prior studies on Exodus 2-4, 

and what did you learn about him in tonight’s lesson?

3. Why might Moses have “bowed down and kissed him” when he “went 

out to meet him at the mount of God” (Mt. Sinai), according to 

Exodus 18:7—but, apparently, not his wife, Zipporah, or his two sons?

4. Why wouldn’t Moses have received “counsel and advice” from God first, 

about how to “manage” and “judge” the people, if that was important, 

rather than hearing it first from Jethro?  Does this raise a question in your 

mind about the wisdom of Moses in listening to the counsel of Jethro?

5. What do you know about the Midianites from other Old Testament 

passages, and why might that raise further questions about the 

appropriateness of Jethro’s intercession?

Questions 1 of 2
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6. What evidence is there in Exodus 18 that Moses believed that God was 

speaking to him through Jethro, and how does Deuteronomy 1:12-18 

indicate that Moses followed through in implementing Jethro’s advice?

7. How does Constable compare Jethro in this passage with Melchizedek in 

Genesis 14:17-24?  And does this help in establishing that Jethro was, in 

fact, a “God-send” for Moses?  And in how God “works” by bringing others 

into our lives?

8. What does the Bible have to say about “burn-out,” and was that a factor 

that played into passage?  Is it something you yourself have experienced 

and, if so, how did you deal with it?

9. Is there a “counterpart” to this story in Acts 6:1-7?

10. What are your key “take-aways” from this lesson?

Questions 2 of 2
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Closing

• Questions 

• Benediction 
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1 Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses' father-in-law, heard of all that God had done for Moses and for Israel his people, how the Lord had brought Israel out of 
Egypt. 2 Now Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, had taken Zipporah, Moses' wife, after he had sent her home, 3 along with her two sons. The name of the one was 
Gershom (for he said, “I have been a sojourner in a foreign land”), 4 and the name of the other, Eliezer (for he said, “The God of my father was my help, and 
delivered me from the sword of Pharaoh”).

5 Jethro, Moses' father-in-law, came with his sons and his wife to Moses in the wilderness where he was encamped at the mountain of God. 6 And when he 
sent word to Moses, “I, your father-in-law Jethro, am coming to you with your wife and her two sons with her,” 7 Moses went out to meet his father-in-law and 
bowed down and kissed him. And they asked each other of their welfare and went into the tent. 8 Then Moses told his father-in-law all that the Lord had done 
to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel's sake, all the hardship that had come upon them in the way, and how the Lord had delivered them.

9 And Jethro rejoiced for all the good that the Lord had done to Israel, in that he had delivered them out of the hand of the Egyptians. 10 Jethro said, “Blessed 
be the Lord, who has delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of Pharaoh and has delivered the people from under the hand of the 
Egyptians. 11 Now I know that the Lord is greater than all gods, because in this affair they dealt arrogantly with the people.” 12 And Jethro, Moses' father-in-
law, brought a burnt offering and sacrifices to God; and Aaron came with all the elders of Israel to eat bread with Moses' father-in-law before God.

13 The next day Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood around Moses from morning till evening. 14 When Moses' father-in-law saw all that he 
was doing for the people, he said, “What is this that you are doing for the people? Why do you sit alone, and all the people stand around you from morning till 
evening?” 15 And Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the people come to me to inquire of God; 16 when they have a dispute, they come to me and I 
decide between one person and another, and I make them know the statutes of God and his laws.”

17 Moses' father-in-law said to him, “What you are doing is not good. 18 You and the people with you will certainly wear yourselves out, for the thing is too 
heavy for you. You are not able to do it alone. 19 Now obey my voice; I will give you advice, and God be with you! You shall represent the people before God 
and bring their cases to God, 20 and you shall warn them about the statutes and the laws, and make them know the way in which they must walk and what 
they must do. 21 Moreover, look for able men from all the people, men who fear God, who are trustworthy and hate a bribe, and place such men over the 
people as chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. 22 And let them judge the people at all times. Every great matter they shall bring to you, but 
any small matter they shall decide themselves. So it will be easier for you, and they will bear the burden with you. 23 If you do this, God will direct you, you will 
be able to endure, and all this people also will go to their place in peace.”

24 So Moses listened to the voice of his father-in-law and did all that he had said. 25 Moses chose able men out of all Israel and made them heads over the 
people, chiefs of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, and of tens. 26 And they judged the people at all times. Any hard case they brought to Moses, but any small 
matter they decided themselves. 27 Then Moses let his father-in-law depart, and he went away to his own country.
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Christ: As A Shadow

Exodus 16 New Testament Picture

“bread from heaven”           v.4 John 6:35 He is the Bread of Life

“test”                                       v.4 1 Cor. 10:9 They tempted Christ

“my law”                            v.4,28 Gal. 3:24 The Law points to Christ

“the glory of the LORD”  v.7,10 John 1:14 They saw His glory

“cloud”                                   v.10 Luke 21:27 He will return in the clouds

“rest”                                v.23,30 Heb. 4:10 His work allows us to rest

“Sabbath”             v.23,25,26,29 Matt. 12:8 He is Lord of the Sabbath

“manna”                     v.31,33,35 Rev. 2:17 He is the hidden manna

“the testimony”                   v.34 Rom. 3:24-25 His blood redeems us

Exodus 16 contains many allusions to New Testament 
passages that are pictures or symbols of Jesus Christ.
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