
WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!

Jesus speaking: 

“Who do you say that I am?”

(from Matthew 16:15)



• Welcome To The MOB!  

• Info & Resources always available at www.ibcmob.net

• Great FREE Bible Study Resources always available at 
www.ibcmob.net/resources

• Please Rise For A Hymn Of Praise & Invocation 

Announcements
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Matthew 16:26 (ESV)

“For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world 

and forfeits his soul?  Or what shall a man give in return 

for his soul?”

Matthew 16:26 (ESV)

Memory Verse
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The Gospel According to
Matthew

Focus Offer of the King Rejection of the King

Reference
1:1 –
4:11

4:12 –
7:29

8:1 –
11:1

11:2 –
16:12

16:13 –
20:28

20:29 –
27:66

28:1 –
28:20

Division Presentation
of the King

Proclamation
of the King

Power
of the King

Progressive 
Rejection

of the King

Preparation
of the King’s 

Disciples

Presentation 
& Rejection
of the King

Proof
of the King

Topic
Teaching the Throngs Teaching the Twelve

Chronological Thematic Chronological

Location
Bethlehem 
& Nazareth

Galilee Judea

Time cir. 4 B.C. – A.D. 33
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1+-+28&version=ESV


February 4, 2020 5Matthew 16:1-28  Pharisees Sadducees Demand Signs, Leaven, Peter Confesses, Jesus Foretells, Take Up Cross

The Gospel According to
Matthew Schedule



Last Meeting:

• Matthew 15:1-39 Traditions vs. Commandments,                           
What Defiles a Person, A Canaanite Woman’s Faith,              
Jesus Heals Many, Jesus Feeds 4000 

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Matthew, 2019 Ed., pp. 364-378

This Meeting:

• Matthew 16:1-28 Pharisees & Sadducees Demand Signs, 
Beware of the Leaven of the Pharisees & Sadducees,      
Peter Confesses Jesus as Messiah, Jesus Foretells His Death 
& Resurrection, Take Up Your Cross & Follow Jesus

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Matthew, 2019 Ed., pp. 378-407

Our Study of Matthew
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Matthew 16:1-28

1 And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they 
asked him to show them a sign from heaven. 2 He answered 
them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for 
the sky is red.’ 3 And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for 
the sky is red and threatening.’ You know how to interpret the 
appearance of the sky, but you cannot interpret the signs of the 
times. 4 An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but 
no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” So he left 
them and departed.  
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Matthew 16:1-28

5 When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to 
bring any bread. 6 Jesus said to them, “Watch and beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 7 And they began discussing it 
among themselves, saying, “We brought no bread.” 8 But Jesus, aware 
of this, said, “O you of little faith, why are you discussing among 
yourselves the fact that you have no bread? 9 Do you not yet perceive? 
Do you not remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how 
many baskets you gathered? 10 Or the seven loaves for the four 
thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 11 How is it that you 
fail to understand that I did not speak about bread? Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they understood that 
he did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the 
teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
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Matthew 16:1-28

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked 
his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they 
said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you 
say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of 
the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon 
Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my 
Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he strictly 
charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.
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Matthew 16:1-28

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him 
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall 
never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on 
the things of God, but on the things of man.” 
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him 
deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 
26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his 
soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man 
is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 
repay each person according to what he has done. 28 Truly, I say to you, 
there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the 
Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”
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Matthew 15:32-39

32 Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I have compassion on the crowd 
because they have been with me now three days and have nothing to eat. And I am 
unwilling to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” 33 And the disciples said 
to him, “Where are we to get enough bread in such a desolate place to feed so great a 
crowd?” 34 And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven, 
and a few small fish.” 35 And directing the crowd to sit down on the ground, 36 he took the 
seven loaves and the fish, and having given thanks he broke them and gave them to the 
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 37 And they all ate and were satisfied. 
And they took up seven baskets full of the broken pieces left over. 38 Those who ate were 
four thousand men, besides women and children. 39 And after sending away the crowds, 
he got into the boat and went to the region of Magadan. 

Observation & Interpretation:

• Where is Jesus at the start of Matthew 16? Magadan – about 3 miles north of Tiberias
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Matthew 16:1-28

1 And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked him to show them 
a sign from heaven. 2 He answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair 
weather, for the sky is red.’ 3 And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is 
red and threatening.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you 
cannot interpret the signs of the times. 4 An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a 
sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah.” So he left them and 
departed.  

Observation & Interpretation:

• “the” Pharisees and Sadducees – Jewish authorities from Jerusalem – normally bitter 
enemies, but now united in their efforts to try and trap and arrest Jesus 

• asked = as though from a position of authority; a demand 

• sign from heaven – Jews believed evil people could produce signs on earth 
(remember Pharaoh's sorcerers in Exodus 7:10-13), but only God or those 
empowered by Him could produce signs in the heavens 

• cannot interpret the signs of the times – plenty of evidence, but spiritually blind 

• the sign of Jonah – “buried” for three days (dead, then alive) – see the book of Jonah 

• Jesus “dropped the mic” and departed (walked out; literally, abandoned them) 
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Matthew 16:1-28

5 When the disciples reached the other side, they had forgotten to bring any bread. 
6 Jesus said to them, “Watch and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 
7 And they began discussing it among themselves, saying, “We brought no bread.” 8 But 
Jesus, aware of this, said, “O you of little faith, why are you discussing among yourselves 
the fact that you have no bread? 9 Do you not yet perceive? Do you not remember the 
five loaves for the five thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 10 Or the seven 
loaves for the four thousand, and how many baskets you gathered? 11 How is it that you 
fail to understand that I did not speak about bread? Beware of the leaven of the 
Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they understood that he did not tell them to beware 
of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

Observation & Interpretation:

• Disciples forgot to bring bread – Jesus takes advantage of this “teachable moment” 

• Leaven = spreading and permeating influence 

• Do you not yet perceive?  No.  The disciples’ faith is weak; still uncertain about Jesus

• Jesus interprets for the disciples: the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees = the 
teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees, which spreads and corrupts 
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Matthew 16:1-28

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,   
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, 
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

Observation & Interpretation: 

• Caesarea Philippi – Formerly Paneas (after the Greek god “Pan”) built up by Herod 
Philip (Herod the Tetrarch) and named to honor Caesar, Philippi added to distinguish it 
from Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast 
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Matthew 16:1-28

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,   
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, 
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

Observation & Interpretation: 

• Who do people say that the Son of Man is?  What are you hearing?  (Public Opinion) 

• John the Baptist – like Herod Antipas who had beheaded him 

• Elijah – prophesied forerunner of the Messiah 

• THE BIG QUESTION: “But who do you say that I am?” 

• THE RIGHT ANSWER: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
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Matthew 16:1-28

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples,   
“Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, 
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But 
who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and 
blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you 
are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.” 20 Then he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ.

Observation & Interpretation: 

• Only God can give you the ability to understand who Jesus really is 

• You are Peter = petros – a movable stone vs. on this rock = petra – immovable bedrock 

• I will build my church – Jesus’ personal project – every word here matters 

• the gates of hell shall not prevail against it = not even death will stop God’s church 

• the keys of the kingdom of heaven –

• Bind/loose on earth shall be bound/loosed in heaven – disciples will have authority 

• tell no one – Jesus’ focus going forward will be primarily on instructing His disciples 
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Matthew 16:1-28

21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 
suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on 
the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
“Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to 
Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your 
mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 

Observation & Interpretation: 

• Jesus’ focus going forward will be primarily on instructing His disciples 

• He must go to Jerusalem, suffer, die, be raised on the third day – the sign of Jonah 

• Peter pulls Jesus away and talks down to Him – don’t mess up our plans… 

• Jesus quickly and easily recognizes the source of Peter’s strong counsel: Satan

• Satan’s goal had always been to prevent Jesus from fulfilling His God-given mission of
dying a sacrificial death on the cross 

• Any time we are not pursuing God’s agenda, we’ll be pursuing Satan’s agenda 

• How can we pursue God’s agenda?  By responding to God’s call on your life, following 
the leading of God the Holy Spirt, and studying God’s Word (the Holy Bible) –
Jesus provides the guidance we need in the very next verse…
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Matthew 16:1-28

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains 
the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 
27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and 
then he will repay each person according to what he has done. 28 Truly, I say to you, 
there are some standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom.” 

Observation & Interpretation: 

• deny himself – My biggest obstacle to following Jesus?  Me!  My plans, desires, etc. 

• take up his cross – bear the instrument of your own death (death to self) 

• follow me – then you will be able to follow Jesus 

• trying to be successful your own way or the world’s (Satan’s) way ends in DEATH

• “But, seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will 
be added to you.”  Matthew 6:33 

• some not taste death until they see Jesus coming in his kingdom – How?                        
Disciples all departed prior to Jesus’ second coming?                                                           
Read on! (see Matthew 17 – next week’s lesson) 
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Review:

• Matthew 16:1-28 Pharisees & Sadducees Demand Signs, 
Beware of the Leaven of the Pharisees & Sadducees,      
Peter Confesses Jesus as Messiah, Jesus Foretells His Death 
& Resurrection, Take Up Your Cross & Follow Jesus

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Matthew, 2019 Ed., pp. 378-407

Study:

• Matthew 17:1-27 The Transfiguration, Jesus Heals a Boy 
with a Demon, Jesus Foretells His Death & Resurrection,   
The Temple Tax

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Matthew, 2019 Ed., pp. 407-422

Next Meeting
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Discussion & Application

1. What are the pro’s and con’s of asking God for a sign? (remember 
Gideon?)  What are the dangers of this approach?

2. “Beware the leaven…”  What influences do you encounter in your 
life that might draw you away from God?  What influences do you 
have in your life that help you draw closer to God?  

3. Have you made the profession that Jesus Christ is Lord?  If so, share 
your experience of coming to this realization.  If not, why  not? 

4. Peter didn’t want Jesus, the Messiah, to die.  Discuss why Jesus had 
to go to Jerusalem to die and its importance for us. 

5. What does it mean for you to deny yourself, take up your cross, and 
follow Jesus?  Share some of your life’s experiences. 

6. “For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life for my sake will find it.”  Have you ever experienced this truth in 
your life or seen it happen in someone else’s life?  Pray for those
who you know who are struggling with this. 
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Closing

• Questions 

• Benediction 
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Bible Study

Inductive Bible Study Approach:

• Observation – What does it say? 

• Interpretation – What does it mean? 

• Application – How do I apply this in my life? 

Primary Reference:  The Holy Bible
Secondary Reference / Commentary:  The Holy Bible
Additional References:  Precept Austin Bible Study Resources
• Dr. Constable's Notes on Matthew (Full Commentary - FREE pdf download)
• Grace to You - John MacArthur's sermons on Matthew (audio files & transcripts)
• IBC Sermons on The Gospel According to Matthew
• What is the Gospel of Jesus Christ? &  What We (IBC) Teach (Basic Doctrine)
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Interpreting Scripture

1. Normal - understanding the words of Scripture in their 
common usage unless otherwise indicated by the context.

2. Literal - understanding the meaning of Scripture in its 
ordinary sense unless the context requires a figurative 
interpretation.

3. Grammatical - using the recognized rules of grammar 
to interpret the text.

4. Historical - understanding the words of Scripture in the 
context of the times in which they were written.

5. Systematic - categorizing and comparing the teaching 
of the Scriptures with the whole of Scripture in view.

(Ref.  IBC What We Teach)
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