
• Welcome to the MOB!

• The Gospel of John solo, Mar 28, 6 PM

• Website:  www.ibcmob.net
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John 8:12 (ESV)

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, 
“I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life.” 

Memory Verse
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John 20:30-31 (ESV)

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the 

presence of the disciples, which are not 

written in this book; 31 but these are written 

so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 

you may have life in his name.

John’s Purpose
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The Gospel 
According to John

Outline

Focus
Incarnation 

of the 
Son of God

Presentation 
of the 

Son of God

Opposition to
the 

Son of God

Preparation of 
the Disciples

Crucifixion and 
Resurrection of 
the Son of God

Reference 1:1-18 1:19-4:54 5:1-12:50 13:1-17:26 18:1-21:25

Division
Introduction 

to Christ
Revelation 
of Christ

Rejection 
of Christ

Revelation
of Christ

Rejection 
of Christ

Topic
Seven Signs

Upper Room 
Discourse

Supreme Sign

That you might believe That you might have life

Time A Few Years A Few Hours A Few Weeks

Lesson 19 - John 8:12-59 4February 24, 2015

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1:1-18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+1:19+-+4:54&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+5:1+-+12:50&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+13:1+-+17:26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+18:1+-+21:25&version=ESV


John 7:37-39 “Living Water”

John 7:40-44 Jews divided over Christ

John 7:45-52 Sanhedrin Confused

Last Week
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John 7:53 - 8:11 (not covered)
Woman caught in Adultery

Probably not in original manuscripts*

John 8:12-59
“I am the Light of the World”

This Week

* The most prominent modern Critical Text of the Greek New Testament, published in the twenty-sixth edition 
of the Nestle-Aland Greek New Testament and in the third edition of the United Bible Societies’ Greek New 
Testament, brackets 7:53 – 8:11 as not in the original text.  They are present in over 900 manuscripts. 
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John 8:12-30
“I am the Light of the World”

John 8:31-38
“The Truth will set you free”

John 8:39-47
“You are of your father, the Devil”

John 8:48-59
“Before Abraham was, I Am”

This Week
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12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are 
bearing witness about yourself; your testimony is not true.” 
14 Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, 
my testimony is true, for I know where I came from and 
where I am going, but you do not know where I come from or 
where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I judge 
no one. 16 Yet even if I do judge, my judgment is true, for it is 
not I alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. 
17 In your Law it is written that the testimony of two people is 
true. 18 I am the one who bears witness about myself, and the 
Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 

John 8:12-30 (ESV)

“I AM the Light of the World”
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19 They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” Jesus 
answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew 
me, you would know my Father also.” 20 These words he 
spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one 
arrested him, because his hour had not yet come. 21 So he 
said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me, 
and you will die in your sin. Where I am going, you cannot 
come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill himself, since he 
says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 23 He said to 
them, “You are from below; I am from above. You are of this 
world; I am not of this world. 24 I told you that you would die 
in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he you will die 
in your sins.” 

John 8:12-30 (ESV)

“I AM the Light of the World”
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25 So they said to him, “Who are you?” Jesus said to them, 
“Just what I have been telling you from the beginning. 26 I 
have much to say about you and much to judge, but he who 
sent me is true, and I declare to the world what I have heard 
from him.” 27 They did not understand that he had been 
speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to them, 
“When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will 
know that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own 
authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 29 And he 
who sent me is with me. He has not left me alone, for I 
always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 30 As he was 
saying these things, many believed in him. 

John 8:12-30 (ESV)

“I AM the Light of the World”
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31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you 
abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They 
answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have 
never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You 
will become free’?” 34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 
35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son 
remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be 
free indeed. 37 I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet 
you seek to kill me because my word finds no place in you. 
38 I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you do 
what you have heard from your father.”

John 8:31-38 (ESV)

“The Truth will set you Free”
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39 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to 
them, “If you were Abraham's children, you would be doing 
the works Abraham did, 40 but now you seek to kill me, a 
man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This 
is not what Abraham did. 41 You are doing the works your 
father did.” They said to him, “We were not born of sexual 
immorality. We have one Father - even God.” 42 Jesus said to 
them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I 
came from God and I am here. I came not of my own 
accord, but he sent me. 

John 8:39-47 (ESV)

“Your father, the Devil”
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43 Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you 
cannot bear to hear my word. 44 You are of your father the 
devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the 
father of lies. 45 But because I tell the truth, you do not 
believe me. 46 Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell 
the truth, why do you not believe me? 47 Whoever is of God 
hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear 
them is that you are not of God.”

John 8:39-47 (ESV)

“Your father, the Devil”
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48 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that 
you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” 49 Jesus answered, 
“I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you 
dishonor me. 50 Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One 
who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Truly, truly, I say to you, 
if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” 52 The 
Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! 
Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone 
keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ 53 Are you greater 
than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! 
Who do you make yourself out to be?” 

John 8:48-59 (ESV)

“Before Abraham was, I AM”
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54 Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It 
is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our 
God.’ 55 But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to 
say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I 
do know him and I keep his word. 56 Your father Abraham 
rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” 
57 So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, 
and have you seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, 
“Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” 
59 So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid 
himself and went out of the temple. 

John 8:48-59 (ESV)

“Before Abraham was, I AM”
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Where are 
Jesus and His 
Disciples and 
why?
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Jerusalem
for 
the Feast of 
Tabernacles
(last day) 17February 24, 2015



The Temple
cir. AD 66

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holyland_Model_of_Jerusalem

Women’s Court & 
Temple Treasury http://www.holylandnetwork.com/temple/model.htm

( 66 AD )

18

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holyland_Model_of_Jerusalem
http://www.holylandnetwork.com/temple/model.htm


The Temple Mount Today
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fa/Temple_Mount_%28Aerial_view,_2007%29_02.jpg
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The Temple
cir. 66 AD

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holyland_Model_of_Jerusalem

Women’s Court & Temple Treasury
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The Temple

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holyland_Model_of_Jerusalem

Women’s Court 
& Temple Treasury
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Feast of Tabernacles

Lighting of giant lamps in the 
women’s court in the temple.  
The light reminded the Jews of how 
God was with them in their 
wanderings in the desert in a pillar of 
cloud which turned to fire at night.  

John 8:12-59 (ESV)

“I AM the Light of the World”
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Observation

• Light is a symbol of God and His 

holiness (1 John 1:5)

• Darkness is a symbol of evil and sin 

(Isaiah 9:2)

John 8:12-59 (ESV)

“I AM the Light of the World”
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Interpretation

• Jesus is the Light – the only light, the 
true light (John 1:9)

• I am – same reference as Exodus 
3:14 and John 8:58

• This was an exclusive direct claim to  
be the Messiah.

John 8:12-59 (ESV)

“I AM the Light of the World”
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Moses at the Burning Bush

14 God said to Moses, 

“I AM WHO I AM.” 

And He said, 

“Say this to the people of Israel, 

‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

Exodus 3:14 (ESV)
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Jesus rejected by the Jewish leaders

• Requirement of two witnesses

• Judged by human standards

• Preoccupied with worldly things 
(physical vs. spiritual)

• Their unbelief created ignorance

• Slaves to sin

John 8:12-59 (ESV)

“I AM the Light of the World”
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Interpretation

• Rejection of Jesus leads to spiritual 
death (v. 24)

• Knowing the truth will set you free

• Be sons, not slaves 
(Ishmael and Isaac)

John 8:12-59 (ESV)

“I AM the Light of the World”
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Who’s your Father?

• Jews claimed Abraham as their father

• Abraham believed and obeyed God

• Jews reject Jesus, and so reject God

• Satan distorts the truth and leads 
people away from God

John 8:12-59 (ESV)

“I AM the Light of the World”
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Before Abraham was, I AM

• Jesus responds to attacks with the 
truth and an invitation

• The way to combat disbelief is with 
the truth

• I AM = God (v. 58)

John 8:12-59 (ESV)

“I AM the Light of the World”
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Application & Discussion

• How can you talk to someone about Christ 
who is hostile to the message?

• Jesus is the Light of the World.  We also are 
lights.  How are you being an effective “light”?

• In what ways does your conduct and lifestyle 
confirm your claim to be a follower of Christ? 

John 8:12-59 (ESV)

“I AM the Light of the World”
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Closing

• Questions? 

• Comments? 

• Closing Prayer 
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Moses at the Burning Bush

14 God said to Moses, 

“I AM WHO I AM.” 

And he said, 

“Say this to the people of Israel, 

‘I AM has sent me to you.’”

Exodus 3:14 (ESV)
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Jesus walking on the water

20 But He said to them, 

“It is I; do not be afraid.”

John 6:20 (ESV)

Ἐγώ εἰμι μὴ φοβεῖσθε
Egō   eimi mē phobeisthe

Literally:  I am not fear
( I AM, fear not. )

Exodus 3:14
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12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, 

“I am the light of the world.”

John 8:12 (ESV)

Ἐγώ εἰμί
egō   eimi 

Exodus 3:14
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58 Jesus said to them, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, 

before Abraham was, I am.”

John 8:58 (ESV)

ἐγὼ εἰμί
egō   eimi 

Exodus 3:14
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