
WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable                

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 

in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 
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• Welcome To The MOB!  

• Info & Resources always available at www.ibcmob.net

• IBC Easter Pageant 2020 – “The Cross” April 3,4,5,9,10,11, 
Get More Info & Purchase Tickets Online, $5.00

• Conflict in Marriage Seminar, IBC, May 29-30, Get More 
Info & Register Online, $40.00 per Person

• The Cripplegate Conference: Sanctification, IBC Atrium, 
June 12-14, 2020, Get More Info & Register Online, $35.00

• Please Rise For A Hymn Of Praise & Invocation 

Announcements
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http://www.ibcmob.net/
https://immanuelbible.church/registrations/music/tickets.php
https://immanuelbible.church/care/conflict-in-marriage-seminar
https://thecripplegateconference.com/


Matthew 19:4-6 (ESV)

He answered, “Have you not read that he who created 

them from the beginning made them male and female, 

and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 

mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh’?  So they are no longer two but one 

flesh.  What therefore God has joined together, let not 

man separate.” 

Matthew 19:4-6 (ESV)

Memory Verse
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The Gospel According to
Matthew

Focus Offer of the King Rejection of the King

Reference
1:1 –
4:11

4:12 –
7:29

8:1 –
11:1

11:2 –
16:12

16:13 –
20:28

20:29 –
27:66

28:1 –
28:20

Division Presentation
of the King

Proclamation
of the King

Power
of the King

Progressive 
Rejection

of the King

Preparation
of the King’s 

Disciples

Presentation 
& Rejection
of the King

Proof
of the King

Topic
Teaching the Throngs Teaching the Twelve

Chronological Thematic Chronological

Location
Bethlehem 
& Nazareth

Galilee Judea

Time cir. 4 B.C. – A.D. 33
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1+-+28&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1+-+28&version=ESV
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The Gospel According to
Matthew Schedule



Last Meeting:

• Matthew 18:1-35 The Greatest, Temptations to Sin, Parable 
of the Lost Sheep, A Brothers Sin, Parable Unforgiving Servant

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Matthew, 2019 Ed., pp. 422-440

This Meeting:

• Matthew 19:1-30 Jesus teaches on Divorce, Let the little 
Children come to Me, Rich Young Man, Apostles’ Reward 

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Matthew, 2019 Ed., pp. 441-463 
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Our Study of Matthew

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matt+18&version=ESV
http://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/matthew.pdf
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+19&version=ESV


Matthew 19:1-30

1 Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from 
Galilee and entered the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2 And large 
crowds followed him, and he healed them there. 

Observation & Interpretation: 

• “these sayings” – The Temple Tax, Who is the Greatest? Temptations to Sin, 
The Parable of the Lost Sheep, If Your Brother Sins Against You, and The 
Parable of the Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 17:24 – 18:35) 

• “away from Galilee” – After the Transfiguration, Healing the Boy with a 
Demon, and Jesus Foretelling His Death and Resurrection, Jesus and His 
disciples went to Capernaum (Matthew 17) 

• “Judea beyond the Jordan” – east of the Jordan River, Perea – ruled by 
Herod Antipas who had arrested and beheaded John the Baptist (Matthew 
11:1-6, 14:1-12)  
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https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+17%3A24+%E2%80%93+18%3A35&version=ESV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+17&version=ESV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+11%3A1-6%2C+14%3A1-12&version=ESV
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Perea



Matthew 11:1-30
Observation & Interpretation

February 25, 2020 9

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Perea#/media/
File:First_century_Iudaea_province.gif

Herod the 
Tetrarch (aka, 
Herod Antipater, 
nickname: 
Antipas) made 
ruler of Galilee 
and Perea by 
Caesar Augustus 
in 4 BC

Machaerus
(Μαχαιροῦς, from 
Ancient Greek: 
μάχαιρα, 
lit. 'Makhaira' (a 
sword); Arabic: قلعة  ِ

مكاور Qal'atu 
Mkawer) is a 
fortified hilltop 
palace located in 
Jordan 25 km (16 mi) 
southeast of the 
mouth of the Jordan 
river on the eastern 
side of the Dead Sea. 
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Matthew 19:1-30

3 And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to 
divorce one's wife for any cause?” 4 He answered, “Have you not read that he 
who created them from the beginning made them male and female, 5 and 
said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to 
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So they are no longer two but 
one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

Observation & Interpretation: 

• The Pharisees were trying to decrease Jesus’ popularity and possibly get 
him arrested by Herod Antipas and beheaded like John 

• Jesus went right back to Genesis 1:26-31 and Genesis 2:4-24 when God 
created the first man, Adam, and the first woman, Eve, and married them; 

• NOTE:  There were no “spares” so divorce was not an option 

• Marriage, according to God = one man + one woman, for this life, on earth 

• Let no man separate what God has joined together and made one 

• Bottom Line: No, a man may not divorce his wife for any reason
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https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A26-31&version=ESV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A4-24&version=ESV


Matthew 19:1-30

7 They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of 
divorce and to send her away?” 8 He said to them, “Because of your hardness 
of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it 
was not so. 9 And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.”

Observation & Interpretation: 

• Moses did not “command” – they misinterpreted Deuteronomy 24:1-4
1 “When a man takes a wife and marries her, if then she finds no favor in his eyes 
because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce 
and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, and she departs out of his house, 
2 and if she goes and becomes another man's wife, 3 and the latter man hates her and 
writes her a certificate of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her out of his house, 
or if the latter man dies, who took her to be his wife, 4 then her former husband, who 
sent her away, may not take her again to be his wife, after she has been defiled, for that 
is an abomination before the LORD. And you shall not bring sin upon the land that the 
LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.

• “indecency” = ַ֣ת ֶעְרו  = ervah = nakedness, shame, uncleanness – “sexual immorality”
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https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+24%3A1-4&version=ESV
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/deuteronomy/24.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/6172.htm


Matthew 19:1-30

7 They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of 
divorce and to send her away?” 8 He said to them, “Because of your hardness 
of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it 
was not so. 9 And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual 
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.” 

Observation & Interpretation: 
• Moses did not “command” – they misinterpreted Deuteronomy 24:1-4
• Moses allowed divorce, with limits, due to the hardness of their hearts 

– Only a husband could divorce his wife; a wife could not divorce her husband
– Rabbi Hillel taught that divorce was lawful for almost any cause – very popular
– Rabbi Shammai taught that only a wife’s adultery was a lawful reason for divorce 

• Under the Old Covenant law, given to ancient Israel under a theocracy, the 
punishment for adultery was death – see Leviticus 20:10

If a man commits adultery with the wife of his neighbor,                                                   
both the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death. 

• Divorce was not God’s plan & God hates divorce – see Malachi 2:16
• Divorce was a graceful way to preserve life and release the innocent person 
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https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+24%3A1-4&version=ESV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus+20%3A10&version=ESV
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Matthew 19:1-30

10 The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is 
better not to marry.” 11 But he said to them, “Not everyone can receive this 
saying, but only those to whom it is given. 12 For there are eunuchs who have 
been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by 
men, and there are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake 
of the kingdom of heaven. Let the one who is able to receive this receive it.”

Observation & Interpretation: 
• If marriage is for life with no way out except sexual immorality or death, 

then it would be “better not to marry” 
• Singleness (not getting married) is a gift given by God to only a few: 

– Eunuchs from birth (incapable due to physical limitations or defects) 
– Eunuchs made so (castrated) by men (e.g., harem guards, officials Acts 8:26-40) 
– Someone who abstains from marriage (sexual relations), solely devoted to God

• This is only for those who are able to receive it because God has given them 
the grace to receive and accept it without struggling with sexual temptation 
– see 1 Corinthians 6:12 – 7:40
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https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+8%3A26-40&version=ESV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+6%3A12+%E2%80%93+7%3A40&version=ESV


Matthew 19:1-30

13 Then children were brought to him that he might lay his hands on them 
and pray. The disciples rebuked the people, 14 but Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the 
kingdom of heaven.” 15 And he laid his hands on them and went away.

Observation & Interpretation: 
• Common practice for parents to bring their children to a rabbi for blessing 
• “disciples rebuked” – Jesus is too important and too busy for your kids! 
• Jesus’ disciples often annoyed him, but this made him MAD 
• Jesus used this opportunity (similar to Matthew 18:1-6) to teach a very 

important lesson for us all:  The Kingdom of Heaven belongs to people who 
come to Jesus like little children (Small Group Application & Discussion) 
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Matthew 19:1-30

16 And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must 
I do to have eternal life?” 17 And he said to him, “Why do you ask me about 
what is good? There is only one who is good. If you would enter life, keep the 
commandments.” 18 He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall 
not murder (#6), You shall not commit adultery (#7), You shall not steal (#8), 
You shall not bear false witness (#9), 19 Honor your father and mother (#5), 
and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Observation & Interpretation: 
• “Rich young ruler” - see Mark 10:17-27 & Luke 18:18-27
• “what good deed must I do” – salvation by works – impossible! 
• Jews knew only God knew what was good – Ready to call Jesus “God”? 
• “keep the commandments” – what the young man expected, but which of 

the 613 Mitzvot (traditional Jewish commandments)?  Certainly not all?
• Jesus give him the “observable” commandments: 6, 7, 8, 9, 5 + Golden Rule 

– see Exodus 20:1-17, Deuteronomy 5:6-21, and Matthew 22:36-40
• Notice Jesus didn’t give him the first commandment at first: Exodus 20:3 

“You shall have no other gods before me.” 
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Matthew 19:1-30

20 The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still lack?” 
21 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you possess and 
give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 
22 When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great 
possessions. 

Observation & Interpretation: “The Problem of Plenty”
• “All these I have kept.” – REALLY?  Too proud to admit he is a sinner…
• “What do I still lack?” – Despite being “perfect” (in his own mind), he knew 

he was still missing something; he was still uneasy about his eternal destiny 
• Jesus goes right to the heart of the matter: the young man’s heart! 
• The rich young ruler would not submit to Jesus’ authority, do what He said, 

and follow Him – see Matthew 16:24-28
• The rich young ruler’s real god was his worldly wealth 
• The rich young ruler traded his eternal life with God for his current comfort
• Consider:  Matthew 6:19-24 & Luke 12:13-21
• Jim Elliot (missionary & martyr, January 8, 1956 (age 28), Ecuador) – “He is 

no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he cannot lose.”  
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Matthew 19:1-30
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23 And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a 
rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 
kingdom of God.” 25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly 
astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” 26 But Jesus looked at them and 
said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

Observation & Interpretation: 
• Jesus:  It’s almost impossible for a rich person to enter the kingdom of God
• Jesus said this twice for emphasis (“foot stomping” this will be on the test!) 
• Eye of needed = eye of a sewing needle,                                                                          

not a tiny pedestrian entrance in an old city wall 
• Why were the disciples greatly astonished? 
• Because everyone wants to be rich! 
• Only with God is it possible for rich people                                                            

to enter the Kingdom of God.  Why? 
Example:  Matthew 27:57–60

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27%3A57%E2%80%9360&version=ESV


Matthew 19:1-30

27 Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have left everything and followed you. 
What then will we have?” 28 Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new 
world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have 
followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
29 And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother 
or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and will 
inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and the last first. 

Observation & Interpretation: 
• Peter, as spokesman for the other 11 disciples, asks the question:  WIIFM?   

(What’s In It For Me?)  They all wanted “good seats” in the king’s court! 
• “the new world” = παλινγενεσίᾳ = paliggenesia = regeneration, renewal 

the re-birth of physical creation at Christ's return (Advent), which 
inaugurates His millennial kingdom (Matthew 19:28; cf. Romans 8:18-25) 

• “the twelve tribes of Israel” most likely = the twelve tribes of Israel 
• X100 = God will always bless us more than we deserve or can even imagine! 
• First, Last & Last First (FLLF) – God’s kingdom rules are the reverse of man’s 
• Jesus knows His disciples still don’t get it and will continue to teach on this…
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https://biblehub.com/greek/3824.htm
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Review:

• Matthew 19:1-30 Jesus teaches on Divorce, Let the little 
Children come to Me, Rich Young Man, Apostles’ Reward

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Matthew, 2019 Ed., pp. 441-463

Study: 

• Matthew 20:1-34 Vineyard Laborers, Jesus Foretells Death & 
Resurrection, A Mother’s Request, Jesus heals 2 Blind Men

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Matthew, 2019 Ed., pp. 463-474 

Next Meeting
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Discussion & Application

1. Based on Jesus’ response to the Pharisee’s test (trap) about divorce, 
what did Jesus apparently think about the creation accounts 
recorded in Genesis 1:26-31 & Genesis 2:4-24?  Legend or history? 

2. If God hates divorce, why did Moses (God’s prophet) permit divorce? 
Is God gracious enough to forgive the sin of divorce?  Hint: YES!!!  
Consider:  Leviticus 20:10, Deuteronomy 24:1-4, Malachi 2:16,  
Matthew 5:31-32, Matthew 19:1-12, 1 Corinthians 6:12 – 7:40

3. What did Jesus mean when He said, “Let the little children come to 
me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of 
heaven”?  What does this mean for us today?  Discuss in depth. 

4. What are the potential pitfalls of worldly wealth?  Consider: 
Matthew 6:19-24, Matthew 19:16-30 & Luke 12:13-21

5. Do you ever struggle with a desire for wealth (e.g., envy or greed)?  
Discuss, pray, confess, and ask God for help.  See Matthew 6:19-34
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Closing

• Questions 

• Benediction 
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Bible Study

Inductive Bible Study Approach:

• Observation – What does it say? 

• Interpretation – What does it mean? 

• Application – How do I apply this in my life? 

Primary Reference:  The Holy Bible
Secondary Reference / Commentary:  The Holy Bible
Additional References:  Precept Austin Bible Study Resources
• Dr. Constable's Notes on Matthew (Full Commentary - FREE pdf download)
• Grace to You - John MacArthur's sermons on Matthew (audio files & transcripts)
• IBC Sermons on The Gospel According to Matthew
• What is the Gospel of Jesus Christ? &  What We (IBC) Teach (Basic Doctrine)
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Interpreting Scripture

1. Normal - understanding the words of Scripture in their 
common usage unless otherwise indicated by the context.

2. Literal - understanding the meaning of Scripture in its 
ordinary sense unless the context requires a figurative 
interpretation.

3. Grammatical - using the recognized rules of grammar 
to interpret the text.

4. Historical - understanding the words of Scripture in the 
context of the times in which they were written.

5. Systematic - categorizing and comparing the teaching 
of the Scriptures with the whole of Scripture in view.

(Ref.  IBC What We Teach)
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Matthew 19:1-30

1 Now when Jesus had finished these sayings, he went away from 
Galilee and entered the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2 And large 
crowds followed him, and he healed them there.
3 And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful 
to divorce one's wife for any cause?” 4 He answered, “Have you not 
read that he who created them from the beginning made them male 
and female, 5 and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his 
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 
6 So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has 
joined together, let not man separate.” 7 They said to him, “Why then 
did Moses command one to give a certificate of divorce and to send 
her away?” 8 He said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart 
Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it 
was not so. 9 And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for 
sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery.”
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Matthew 19:1-30

10 The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, 
it is better not to marry.” 11 But he said to them, “Not everyone can 
receive this saying, but only those to whom it is given. 12 For there are 
eunuchs who have been so from birth, and there are eunuchs who 
have been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs who have 
made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven. Let 
the one who is able to receive this receive it.”

13 Then children were brought to him that he might lay his hands on 
them and pray. The disciples rebuked the people, 14 but Jesus said, “Let 
the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such 
belongs the kingdom of heaven.” 15 And he laid his hands on them and 
went away.
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Matthew 19:1-30

16 And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good 
deed must I do to have eternal life?” 17 And he said to him, “Why do 
you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you 
would enter life, keep the commandments.” 18 He said to him, “Which 
ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not commit 
adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, 19 Honor 
your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 
20 The young man said to him, “All these I have kept. What do I still 
lack?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go, sell what you 
possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow me.” 22 When the young man heard this he went 
away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
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Matthew 19:1-30

23 And Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty 
will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich 
person to enter the kingdom of God.” 25 When the disciples heard this, 
they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” 26 But 
Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with 
God all things are possible.” 27 Then Peter said in reply, “See, we have 
left everything and followed you. What then will we have?” 28 Jesus 
said to them, “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of 
Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also 
sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And 
everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or 
mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a 
hundredfold and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will 
be last, and the last first.
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