Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2022 10:08 PM

Subject: Last Nit's MOB Study on Revelation 19:1-10

"Then I heard something like the voice of a great multitude and like the sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, 'Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns!  Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made herself ready!"  (Revelation 19:6-7) 

Remember the gloom of last week's lesson on Revelation 18?  Where John saw, in a vision, an angel, with great authority, coming down from heaven and, by his presence, illuminating the earth!  Then announcing in a loud voice, for all the world to hear, that Babylon the great was fallen!  Babylon, which he said, had "become a dwelling place of demons and a prison of unclean spirits"!  Babylon, from whom all the nations of the world had drunk of wine of her immorality, and from whom the merchants of the world had become rich from the wealth of her sensuality!  And then John saw another angel take up a stone, like a great millstone, and throw it into the sea, picturing how Babylon would be thrown down with violence and not be found any longer!  Noting how the sound of the harpists and musicians and flute players and trumpeters would not be heard in Babylon any longer; and how no craftsmen of any craft would be found any longer; and how the sound of the mill would not be heard any longer; and how the light in the lamp would not shine any longer; and how the voice of the bridegroom and bride would not be heard any longer!"  All the nations of the world had been deceived by her sorcery; the angel charged!  And "in her was found the blood of the prophets and of saints and of all who had been slain on the earth!"

John saw (in his vision):

•
The kings of the earth, "who had lived sensuously with her (Babylon) weeping and lamenting over her, seeing the smoke of her burning, and standing at a distance because of the fear of her torment!"

•
And the merchants of the earth "weeping and mourning over her, because no one would be buying their cargoes anymore!"

•
And "every shipmaster and every passenger and sailor, and as many as had made their living by the sea, standing at a distance and crying as they saw the smoke of her burning!"
Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great!  Wow!

And so, with the graphic description of Babylon's fall, seen by John in a vision and recorded by him in Revelation 17 and 18, the way is cleared for us to move on for the presentation of the major theme of the book of Revelation (and the "greatest of all moments in history," according to MacArthur): the second coming of Christ!  Are you ready for it?  You'll have to wait (for the account of it!) until next week and our lesson beginning with Revelation 19:11!   Our lesson last night, on the first 10 verses of Revelation 19, instead, gives us a first-hand view into a little bit of what's going on in heaven with the "great cloud of witnesses" following the fall of Babylon and the anticipation of Christ's coming to earth to establish His Millennial kingdom!  

John writes (in Revelation 19:1-2) that, "after these things" (the destruction of Babylon, and the end of the tribulation), he "heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, ''Hallelujah!  Salvation and glory and power belong to our God...who has judged the great harlot who was disrupting the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged the blood of His bondservants"...and (just in case someone doesn't realize it!) that "judgment belongs to God and that His judgments are true and righteous"!  

And so (as MacArthur notes) there's great rejoicing and praise to God in heaven going on (first by the angels, apparently, while things are being brought to a head on the earth) that God has fully and gloriously and powerfully delivered people from Satan, demons, Antichrist, sinners, and the cursed world!  And it's worthy of a "heavenly hallelujah" (the first in the New Testament!)  And it reminds us of 1 Chronicles 29:11 (although there's no "hallelujah" there!), "Thine, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed everything that is in heaven and the earth; Thine is the dominion, O Lord, and Thou dost exalt Thyself as head over all!"  Or Isaiah 9:6, "His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace, on the throne of David and over His kingdom, to establish it and uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and forevermore, the zeal of the Lord will accomplish this!"

But, back to Revelation 19:3, there's a second "Hallelujah" (shouted by the angels again, apparently), "Hallelujah, her smoke rises up forever and ever!"  Indicating that Babylon is no longer, and never will be again for all eternity!  (Just like, in Genesis 19:28, where Abraham "looked back toward Sodom and Gomorrah...and, behold, the smoke of the land ascended like the smoke of a furnace!"). 
Then, verse 4 says, the twenty-four elders and four living creatures chime in, and "fall down and worship God who sits on the throne!"  And add, "Amen, Hallelujah!"  Voicing their approval of the two previous expressions of praise and worship!

But there's more!  In verse 5, "a voice came from the throne, urging "all His bond-servants" to join in!  And so, John hears "something like the voice of a great multitude ...saying, 'Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns!  Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride (we believe speaking of the church!) has made herself ready!"  The fourth, and last, "hallelujah" in the Bible!  (Interestingly, the word "hallelujah" actually means "Praise the Lord!" and first shows up in Psalm 104:35 and then 23 more times in Psalms, including as the opening and closing of the last five Psalms, primarily celebrating the deliverance of God's people (Israel) from its enemies!  Just as in Revelation 19!  It's seemingly reserved for these occasions!

Then the reference to the "marriage of the Lamb"!  And John, in verse 9, is specifically commanded (by that same voice) to "Write, blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb!"  And that same voice added: "These are true words of God!"   Interesting that Christ often referred to Himself as the "bridegroom" and, in Matthew 9:15, to His disciples as "attendants" to the coming "marriage"!  Ephesians 5:25-29 also likens the Christ to the "groom," or to the husband and head of the wife, and the wife likened to the bride, or "the church," subject to the Lord!  And with every marriage, there's got to be a "marriage supper," to celebrate the marriage!  (As Paul Logan admonished us, "you don't want to miss out on this party!")

Well, what a "view of heaven," and a prelude, in these 10 verses, to what's to come!  There's obviously a lot going on in heaven that we don't know about!  And you get the feeling, and especially from this lesson, that whatever else is going on in heaven, the great multitude of those up there are well aware of what going on down here!  Like to a "great cloud of witnesses"!  Maybe cheering us on and interceding for us?  Praying that we'll "be ready"!  And obviously looking forward (big time!) to the things to come!  The fall of Babylon!  The end of the Tribulation!  And the Second Coming of Christ to establish His Millennial Kingdom!  The "marriage supper of the Lamb!"  And probably continuing with the heavenly rendition of "the Hallelujah Chorus"!  

Hebrews 12:1-2 seems an appropriate reminder, in view of all this, to close out our lesson last night!

"Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God!"  

Hallelujah!  Amen!  So be it!
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