
WELCOME TO MOB!
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For God, who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6



Announcements
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• Men of the Bible: www.ibc.mob.net
• IBC Christmas Concert “The Yearning” | 11 & 12 Dec 7pm, 13 Dec 2 & 6pm, 

and 14 Dec 5pm (Tickets required)
• IBC Christmas Eve Services - Wednesday, December 24, 4pm (Kids), 6pm & 

7:30pm (All)
• A Night of New Hymns - 2 Jan 7pm, Atrium

http://www.ibc.mob.net/
http://www.ibc.mob.net/


Announcements

• Invocation/Prayer

• Hymn: To God be the Glory
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To God be the glory great things He hath done! 
So loved He the world that He gave us His son, 
Who Yield-ed His life an a-tone-ment for sin And 

o-pened the Life-gate that all may go in.

To God be the Glory
1 of 6
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Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord,
Let the earth hear His voice!

Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, Let the 
peo-ple re-joice! O Come to the Father thru 

Jesus the Son, And give Him the glo-ry great 
things He hath done!

To God be the Glory
2 of 6
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O per-fect re-demp-tion, the pur-chase of blood! To 
ev-’ry be-liev-er the promise of God; The vil-est of-

fen-der who tru-ly be-lieves, That mo-ment from
Je-sus a par-don re-ceives.

To God be the Glory
3 of 6
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Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord,
Let the earth hear His voice!

Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, Let the 
peo-ple re-joice! O Come to the Father thru 

Jesus the Son, And give Him the glo-ry great 
things He hath done!

To God be the Glory
4 of 6
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Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath 
done, And great our re-joic-ing thru Je-sus the Son; 

But pur-er and high-er and great-er will be Our 
wonder, our transport when Je-sus we see.

To God be the Glory
5 of 6
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Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord,
Let the earth hear His voice!

Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord, Let the 
peo-ple re-joice! O Come to the Father thru 

Jesus the Son, And give Him the glo-ry great 
things He hath done!

To God be the Glory
6 of 6



Memory Verse
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Memory Verse
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2 Corinthians 5:13-14 (ESV)
For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are 
in our right mind, it is for you. For the love of Christ 
controls us, because we have concluded this: that 
one has died for all, therefore all have died…”



MOB 2025-2026 Schedule
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Studying 2 Corinthians

Last Meeting:
• 2 Corinthians 5:1-10 
• Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:6-7
• Refreshment Host: Group B

Tonight:
• 2 Corinthians 5:11-15 (Why We Evangelize)
• Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:13-14
• Dr. Constable’s Notes on 2 Corinthians, 2025 Edition, pp. 89-93; MacArthur 

New Testament Commentary, pp. 179-194) 
• Refreshment Host: Group C
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False Accusations
?



False Accusations
?

False Accusation: A claim or allegation of 
wrongdoing that is untrue or 

unsubstantiated.



False Accusations
?

“You shall not spread 
a false report.” 
(Exodus 23:1)

“You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor.” (Exodus 20:16)

“’And you shall not bear false 
witness against your neighbor. 

(Deuteronomy 5:20)

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account”. 

(Matthew 5:10-11)



False Accusations
?

If a malicious witness arises to accuse a person of 
wrongdoing, then both parties to the dispute shall appear 

before the LORD, before the priests and the judges who are in 
office in those days. The judges shall inquire diligently, and if the 

witness is a false witness and has accused his brother 
falsely, then you shall do to him as he had meant to do to his 

brother. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. 
(Deuteronomy 19:16-19)



False Accusations Against Jesus
?

Demon Possessed!

Blasphemy!

Challenging Roman 
Authority!Glutton and Drunkard!

Breaking the Sabbath!

Threatening the 
Temple!

Crazy!

False Prophet!



False Accusations
?

Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will 
also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also 

keep yours. (John 15:20)



False Accusations Against Paul

?

Double Tongued (2 Cor 1:17)

Sought Personal Glory (2 Cor 4:5)

Hidden Agenda (2 Cor 1:13)

Fleshy Wisdom (2 Cor 1:12)

Corrupt, Secret Life (2 Cor 4:2)



Five Defense Motions
?

Paul defends his integrity against vicious 
accusations meant to derail his ministry.

1. Reverence for the Lord
2. Concern for the Church

3. Devotion to the Truth
4. Gratitude to the Savior

5. Desire for Righteousness



2 Corinthians 5:11

Therefore, knowing the fear 
of the Lord, we persuade 
others. But what we are is 
known to God, and I hope it 
is known also to your 
conscience. We are not 
commending ourselves to 
you again but giving you 
cause to boast about us, so 
that you may be able to 
answer those who boast 
about outward appearance 
and not about what is in the 
heart.

• Having endured personal attacks, Paul encourages the 
Corinthians in their worship and reverence of the Lord

• Proverbs 9:10, Acts 9:31
• “To fear God is to have reverence, awe, and respect for Him 

resulting in worship, adoration, and service.” (John 
MacArthur)

• Paul was committed to glorifying God
• Key word in this verse is the Greek verb ”peitho” (persuade)
• “For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or 

am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please 
man, I would not be a servant of Christ.” (Galatians 1:10) 

• The Corinthians were hearing two messages - who would 
they listen to?



2 Corinthians 5:12

Therefore, knowing the fear 
of the Lord, we persuade 
others. But what we are is 
known to God, and I hope it 
is known also to your 
conscience. We are not 
commending ourselves to 
you again but giving you 
cause to boast about us, so 
that you may be able to 
answer those who boast 
about outward appearance 
and not about what is in the 
heart.

• Scripture reminds us that we are dust (Proverbs 103:14) and 
others should commend us (Proverbs 27:2)

• ”Not only did Paul defend himself for God’s sake but also for the 
church’s sake.” (John MacArthur)

• Satan comes to “steal, kill, and destroy” (John 10:10)
• Paul previously warned the Corinthian’s, he was concerned for 

the church, of the dangers of division and the importance of 
unity (1 Corinthians 1:10-17)

• “And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be 
able to stand.” (Mark 3:25)

• Paul was equipping them to have an answer for the false 
teachers, knowing the false teachers would just twist his words

• Cautioned them about those who boast about their outward 
appearances, what man judges, vice the condition of their hearts, 
what the Lord sees (1 Samuel 16:7) 



For if we are beside 
ourselves, it is for God; if we 
are in our right mind, it is for 
you. For the love of Christ 
controls us, because we 
have concluded this: that 
one has died for all, 
therefore all have died; and 
he died for all, that those 
who live might no longer live 
for themselves but for him 
who for their sake died and 
was raised.

• Paul faced the same false accusation as Jesus - out of his 
mind (Mark 3:21)

• Key word in this verse is the Greek verb “existemi,” translated 
“we are besides ourselves” is also found in Mark 3:21

• “The verb literally means “to stand outside of oneself” or “to be 
beside oneself” in the sense of being “out of one’s mind.” (John 
MacArthur)

• Some people deem passionate devotion to the truth as fanatical 
and to the point of being, imbalanced mentally

• Wasn’t the first false accusation against Paul’s mental health
• Roman governor Festis ”… said with a loud voice, “Paul, you are 

out of your mind; your great learning is driving you out of your 
mind.” (Acts 26:24)

• If Paul was sold out, he was sold out for God as he was devoted 
to the truth

2 Corinthians 5:13



For if we are beside 
ourselves, it is for God; if we 
are in our right mind, it is for 
you. For the love of Christ 
controls us, because we 
have concluded this: that 
one has died for all, 
therefore all have died; and 
he died for all, that those 
who live might no longer live 
for themselves but for him 
who for their sake died and 
was raised.

• Paul exudes gratitude to the savior
• Idiom - “For the love of God!”
• Unconditional, sacrificial, and transformative
• Controls, compels, constrains
• “We love because he first loved us.” (1 John 4:19)
• “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, 
or danger, or sword? As it is written: “For your sake we are being 
killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be 
slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us. I am sure that neither 
death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:35-39)

2 Corinthians 5:14



?

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 
the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a righteous person - 
though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die 
- but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-8)

2 Corinthians 5:14



For if we are beside 
ourselves, it is for God; if we 
are in our right mind, it is for 
you. For the love of Christ 
controls us, because we 
have concluded this: that 
one has died for all, 
therefore all have died; and 
he died for all, that those 
who live might no longer live 
for themselves but for him 
who for their sake died and 
was raised.

• Death to sin and resurrection to righteousness
• Live differently (Ephesians 2:10, Titus 2:14, 1 Peter 2:24)
• Desire righteousness
• Why did Jesus Die?

• That we might live through him (1 John 4:9)
• That we might live with him (1 Thessalonians 5:10)
• That we might live for him (2 Corinthians 5:15)

• Christ died our death for us that we might live His life for Him
• “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.” (Philippians 1:21)
• “And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 

himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.” (Luke 9:23)

2 Corinthians 5:15



?

“It costs God nothing, so far as we know, to create nice 
things; but to convert rebellious wills cost Him 

crucifixion.” (C.S. Lewis, emphasis added)

2 Corinthians 5:15



Discussion Questions 

1. Where do you see false accusations in the Bible? Why is bearing false 
witness a sin (Exodus 20:16, Proverbs 19:5, Ephesians 4:25)? 

2. In verse 11, what is Paul referencing when he speaks of the “fear of the 
Lord” or the “terror of the Lord (Proverbs 1:7, Luke 12:5, Romans 3:13-18, 
Hebrews 12:28-29, Hebrews 10:31)? How has the ”fear of the Lord” moved 
you to worship or serve Him?

3. How does verse 12 square with Jesus’ teaching on humility (Luke 14:7-11, 
Matthew 11:29, Matthew 23:12, John 13:1-17)

4. How did the Apostle Paul refute or dismiss the accusations against him that 
he was out of his mind?

5. What does it mean to be “out of your mind” for God?



Discussion Questions 

6. How can such opposite emotions as fear (v11) and love (v14) dwell within 
us (Psalm 2:11)? 

7. What separates you from the love of Christ? What can you change this 
week to reduce the separation? (Galatians 5:19-21)

8. How can we apply the concept of “living for Christ” in our lives today?
9. Why does Paul emphasize Christ’s death for all in v14?
10.What does “no longer live for themselves” mean in a Christ follower’s life?
11.How does v15 inspire us to live for Christ daily?



Our Study of 2 Corinthians

Tonight:
• 2 Corinthians 5:11-15 (Why We Evangelize)
• Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:13-14
• Refreshment Host: Group C

Next Meeting:
• 2 Corinthians 5:16 - 6:2 (Ambassadors)
• Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:17-18
• Dr. Constable’s Notes on 2 Corinthians, 2025 Edition, pp. 93-103; MacArthur 

New Testament Commentary, pp. 194-225
• Refreshment Host: Group D
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Closing

• Benediction

• Dismissal
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