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WELCOME TO MOB!

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4.6
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. Men of the Bible: www.ibc.mob.net

. IBC Christmas Eve Services - Wednesday, Dec 24, 4pm (Kids),
6pm & 7:30pm (All)

. A Night of New Hymns - 2 Jan 7pm, Atrium

- Raising Children to Godly Adults, with guests Dr. Josh & Jen
Mulvihill, 21 Feb 9am-4pm (Register at ibc.church/parenting)



http://www.ibc.mob.net/
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. Invocation/Prayer

- Hymn: It is Well with My Soul, Horatio Gates Spafford
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© It is Well with My Soul

When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,
"It is well, it is well with my soul.”
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It is well with my soul,
it is well, it is well with my soul.




© It is Well with My Soul
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Though Satan should buffet, though trials
should come,
let this blest assurance control:
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
and has shed his own blood for my soul.
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It is well with my soul,
it is well, it is well with my soul.
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My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
my sin, not in part, but the whole,

IS nailed to the cross, and | bear it no more;
praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
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It is well with my soul,
it is well, it is well with my soul.




© It is Well with My Soul
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O Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
the trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend;

even so, it is well with my soul.




© It is Well with My Soul
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It is well with my soul,
it is well, it is well with my soul.




‘ Q Memory Verse
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2 Corinthians 6:8-10 (ESV)

... through honor and dishonor, through slander and
praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are
true; as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and
behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making
many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing
everything.
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Host
Paul's Second Letter to Total Small
Week # Date Meeting No. the Corinthians Lesson Title Verses Memory Verse Teacher Group
14 November 25, 2025 Thanksgiving Week NO MEETING
15 December 2, 2025 13 5:11-15 Why We Evangelize 5 5:13-14 Wever C
16 December 9, 2025 14 5:16-6:2 Ambassadors 8 5:17-18 Turk
17 December 16, 2025 15 6:3-13 An Unobstructive Ministry 11 6:8-10 Wever E
18 December 23, 2025 Christmas Week NO MEETING
19 December 30, 2025 New Year's Week NO MEETING
20 January 6, 2026 16 6:14-7:1 Separation from the World 6 6:14 McCarty F
21 January 13, 2026 17 7:2-11 True Repentance 10 7:10 Neal G
22 January 20, 2026 18 7:12-16 Proven Character 5 7:12 Clingenpeel H
23 January 27, 2026 19 8:1-7 The Grace of Giving 7 8:7 Wever A
24 February 3, 2026 20 8:8-15 The Love of Giving 8 8:9 Frazier B
25 February 10, 2026 21 8:16-24 The Integrity of Giving 9 8:16 Lee C
26 February 17,2026 22 9:1-9 The Heart of Giving 9 9:6-7 Streitmater D
27 February 24, 2026 23 9:10-15 The Goal of Giving 6 9:10 Turk E
28 March 3, 2026 24 10:1-6 Divine Warfare 6 10:5 McCarty F
29 March 10, 2026 25 10:7-18 Our Ground for Boasting 12 10:17-18 Neal G
30 March 17, 2026 26 11:1-6 Paul's Divine Jealousy 6 11:4 Clingenpeel H
31 March 24, 2026 27 11:7-15 Discerning False Teachers 9 11:14 Wever A
32 March 31, 2026 Easter Week NO MEETING
33 April 7,2026 28 11:16-33 Boasting in Weakness 18 11:30 Lee B
34 April 14,2026 29 12:1-10 Christ's Power in Our Weakness 10 12:9 Streitmater C
35 April 21, 2026 30 12:11-21 Self-Sacrificial Ministry 11 12:13 Turk D
36 April 28, 2026 31 13:1-10 Self-Examination 10 13:5 Frazier E
37 May 5, 2026 32 13:11-14 Closing Charge 4 13:11 McCarty F 14
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Tonlght
2 Corinthians 6:3-13 (An Unobstructive Ministry)
Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 6:8-10
Dr. Constable’s Notes on 2 Corinthians, 2025 Edition, pp. 103-109; MacArthur
New Testament Commentary, pp. 225-241)
Refreshment Host: Group E
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Obstacle: something that
Impedes progress or achievement. A thing
that blocks one's way or prevents or
hinders progress.
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‘ O Obstacles N

The Devil really doesn’t care
whether we go his way or our
own way, as long as we don’t
go God’s way. (R.B. Oullette)
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sinteresting; Can you think of any
- - then people in the Bible who
- . had to overcome
Is what makes obstacles?

_life meaningful.®
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Overcame Betrayal (Genesis 50:20)

Overcame Limitations and Fear (Exodus 14:21)

Overcame Grief and Poverty (Ruth 1:16)

Overcame Giants and Opposition (1 Samuel 17:45)
Overcame Tragedy and Loss (Job 1:21)

Overcame Persecution (Daniel 6:23)

Overcame Intimidation (Esther 4:6)

Overcame Exhaustion and Despair (1 Kings 19:12)
Overcame Failure (John 21:17)

Overcame Hardship and Imprisonment (2 Corinthians 12:9)
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3We put no obstacle
In anyone’s way, so
that no fault may be
found with our
ministry,

2 Corinthians 6:3
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Paul did not want to be an obstacle or stumbling block to the
anyone (Acts 7:54-60)

Romans 14:13

1 Corinthians 8:9

1 Corinthians 10:32

1 Thessalonians 5:22

There’'s a common phrase today you may have heard...

"It takes 20 years to build a reputation and five minutes to ruin it.
If you think about that, you'll do things differently.” (Warren
Buffett)

Paul expressed similar concern for the church’s outreach, that it
not be hindered, in his epistle to Titus:
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But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine. Older men are to be sober-
minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and in steadfastness. Older
women likewise are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much
wine. They are to teach what is good, and so train the young women to love their
husbands and children, to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and
submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be reviled.
Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. Show yourself in all respects
to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, and
sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to
shame, having nothing evil to say about us. Bondservants are to be submissive to
their own masters in everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, not
pilfering, but showing all good faith, so that in everything they may adorn the
doctrine of God our Savior (Titus 2:1-10)
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Physical
 In verses 4-5, Paul highlights concrete bodily sufferings and
deprivations that touch daily life
« Afflictions, hardships, and calamities
« Beatings, imprisonments, and riots

4but as » Labors, sleepless nights, and hunger
servants of God we * These are commonly understood as three clusters of trials that
commend ourselves together constitute a kind of “resume of afflictions”
In every way: by great authenticating his ministry. Commentators often group them as
endurance, in general pressures, inflicted persecutions, and self-imposed
afflictions, hardships, deprivations.

calamities, Sbeatings, @+ Paul's "new life” in Christ was marked with suffering
Imprisonments, riots, * Acts 9:16

labors, sleepless * Philippians 1:29
nights, hunger; * 1 Thessalonians 2:9
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6by purity, knowledge,
patience, kindness,

2 Corinthians 6:6a
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Mental

Paul turns to inner beliefs, values, and ways of thinking that
shape his responses to afflictions, hardships, calamities, etc.
Romans 12:2
What powered Paul’s inner transformation?
John 14:16-17
John 14:26
Acts 1:8
A helpful mental triad (KPK) is:

« Knowledge

« Patience

* Kindness
“...we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering
produces endurance, and endurance produces character,
and character produces hope” (Romans 5:3-4)
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Spiritual
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« Beside the physical cost and his mental posture, Paul explicitly

the names the spiritual realities and virtues that form a natural triad:
Holy Spirit, genuine * The Holy Spirit
love; 7by truthful speech, « Genuine love & truthful speech (“word of truth” in ASV, CSB,
and the power of God; KJV, LSB, NASB, etc, Colossians 1:5)
with the weapons of * The power of God with weapons of righteousness (2 Corinthians
righteousness for the 10:3-5)

right hand and for the * These spiritual truths remind us that neither Paul’s ministry, nor
left: yours or mine, was, or will be, sustained by human strength but by
’ the power of God (Isaiah 40:29; Psalm 73:26; Isaiah 41:10)
« Fear not - God is with you!
 Don’t be distressed - | am your God!
« | will strengthen, help, and uphold you - righteous right hand
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8through honor and
dishonor, through slander
and praise. We are treated
as impostors, and yet are
true; 9as unknown, and
yet well known; as dying,
and behold, we live; as
punished, and yet not
killed; 10as sorrowful, yet
always rejoicing; as poor,
yet making many rich; as
having nothing, yet
possessing everything.

THE

« Paradox - a statement that seems to contradict itself

* Help illustrate the complexities and contradictions within
Christian ministry

« Paul explains the paradoxical nature of his ministry through a
series of contrasts:

Honor and dishonor

Slander and praise

Assailed as imposters and yet true
Unknown and yet well known

Dying yet alive

Punished yet not killed

Sorrowful yet always rejoicing

Poor yet making others wealthy
Possessing nothing yet having everything
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11We have spoken freely to

you, Corinthians; our heart is wide
open. 12You are not restricted by
us, but you are restricted in your
own affections. 13In return (I speak
as to children) widen your hearts
also.

THE

“Paul made this appeal in order to stimulate the
Corinthians to accept him and his ministry so that they
would continue to experience all the blessings that
God wanted them to have.” (Constable)

Paul’'s wants to do more than just dispense information
(knowledge) to the Corinthians

He wants them to connect with him on a deeper level -
show mutual respect and understanding

Paul’'s candid statement underscores the honesty and
openness that he consistently displayed in his
interactions with the early Church

Addresses a potential barrier - Any disconnect or
emotional distance is not the result of anything Paul is
doing but stems from the Corinthians’ internal
struggles or reservation
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. What stumbling blocks hinder people from God? (John 6:30) What
stumbling block(s) delayed you from becoming a follower of Jesus?

. What afflictions, hardships, or distresses might you be experiencing for the
Lord Jesus Christ? How can you change how you respond to adversity?

. What would your “resume of affliction” look like that authenticates your
ministry?

. Where is the God providing for you in ways you could never have
envisioned? Where is God asking you to help others?

. Which paradox do you struggle with (first shall be last, strength in
weakness, finding life by losing it, freedom from servitude, wisdom in
foolishness, etc.)?
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In verses 8-10, which of the paradoxes may have stemmed from personal
attacks upon Paul’'s character (false accusations)?

. What was happening to Paul that required he regularly defend himself and
Nis ministry?
How does Paul's affection for the Corinthians model Christ's love for us?

How does Paul’s sincere and loving approach towards the Corinthians
influence your understanding of Christian ministry?
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Next Meeting:
2 Corinthians 6:14 - 7:1 (Separation from the World)
Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 6:14
Dr. Constable’s Notes on 2 Corinthians, 2025 Edition, pp. 9109-114; MacArthur
New Testament Commentary, pp. 243-258
Refreshment Host: Group F

32




‘ Q Closing

. Benediction

. Dismissal




