
WELCOME TO MOB!
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For God, who said, “Let light shine out of 
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6



Announcements
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Ø Men of the Bible: www.ibc.mob.net
Ø Immanuel Bible Institute, Spring 2026 - 28 Jan and 1 Feb
Ø Raising Children to Godly Adults, with guests Dr. Josh & Jen 

Mulvihill, 21 Feb 9am-4pm (Register at ibc.church/parenting)
Ø Credo Conference, The Beatific Vision, 24-25 April, (Register at 

ibc.church/credo)

http://www.ibc.mob.net/


Immanuel Bible Institute - 2026

Ø The Glory of Isaiah (Wed, 1/28)
Ø Genesis: The Book of Beginnings (Sun, 2/1)
Ø The Fundamentals of the Faith (Sun, 2/1)
Ø Walking with Giants: Church History in the Puritan Era 

(Sun, 2/1)
Ø Grandparenting with Grace (Sun/Wed, 2/1)
Ø The Art of Marriage (Sun, 2/8)

  Register:  https://immanuelbible.church/ibi



Announcements

• Invocation/Prayer

• Hymn: How Firm a Foundation
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How Firm a Foundation
1 of 5

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word!

What more can He say than to you He hath said,
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
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How Firm a Foundation
2 of 5

“Fear not, I am with thee, oh, be not dismayed,
For I am thy God, and will still give thee aid;

I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My gracious, omnipotent hand.
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How Firm a Foundation
3 of 5

“When through the deep waters I call thee to go,
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow;

For I will be with thee thy trouble to bless,
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress.
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How Firm a Foundation
4 of 5

“When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie,
My grace, all-sufficient, shall be thy supply;
The flame shall not harm thee; I only design
Thy dross to consume and thy gold to refine.
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How Firm a Foundation
5 of 5

“The soul that on Jesus doth lean for repose,
I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
I’ll never, no never, no never forsake.”



Memory Verse
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Memory Verse
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2 Corinthians 6:14 (ESV)
Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what 
partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or 
what fellowship has light with darkness?



MOB 2025-2026 Schedule
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Wever

McCarty



2 Corinthians Outline

Ministry Saints Apostleship
1:1 7:16 8:1 9:15 10:1 13:14
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M

inistry

Paul’s Exhortation to 
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1:1 2:13 2:14 6:10 6:11 7:16 8:1 8:6 8:7 9:15 10:1 10:18 11:1 12:13 12:14 13:14

Topics
Character of Paul Collection of Saints Credentials of Paul

Ephesus to Macedonia: Change of 
Itinerary

Macedonia: Preparation 
for Visit to Corinth

To Corinth: Imminence of Paul’s 
Visit

Place Written in Macedonia 

Time circa A.D. 56 
Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa, Talk Thru the Bible (Nashville: T. Nelson, 1983), 387.



Studying 2 Corinthians

Last Meeting:
• 2 Corinthians 6:3-13 (An Unobstructive Ministry)
• Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 6:8-10
• Refreshment Host: Group E

Tonight:
• 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 (Separation from the World)
• Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 6:14
• Dr. Constable’s Notes on 2 Corinthians, 2025 Edition, pp. 109-114; MacArthur 

New Testament Commentary, pp. 243-258) 
• Refreshment Host: Group F
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Omniscience
?

An average day for an omniscient person — someone who knows everything — would be 
unlike anything human experience can truly imagine. But we can still reason through some 
possibilities.
• Constant Awareness
• Experiencing Emotion
• Time and Choice
• Possible Interpretations: There are two broad ways to imagine this kind of existence:

• Godlike serenity
• Overwhelming overload

“God knows all that is done in the most secret caverns of the heart. No place is deprived of 
his presence.” (Stephen Charnock)



Omniscience
?

Why, even the hairs of your head are all numbered. (Luke 12:7a)

Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him.. (Matthew 6:8)

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were appointed you a prophet to the nations. (Jeremiah 1:5)

O Lord, you have searched me and known me! You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You search out my 
path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it altogether. (Psalm 139:1-4)

The eyes of the LORD are in every place, keeping watch on the evil and the good. (Proverbs 15:3)



Omniscience
?

Omniscience is defined as “the state of having total 
knowledge, the quality of knowing everything.” For 

God to be sovereign over His creation of all things, 
whether visible or invisible, He has to be all-knowing. 
His omniscience is not restricted to any one person in 
the Godhead—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all by 

nature omniscient. (Got Questions)



2 Corinthians 6:14

14Do not be 
unequally yoked with 
unbelievers. For 
what partnership has 
righteousness with 
lawlessness? Or 
what fellowship has 
light with 
darkness? 15What 
accord has Christ 
with Belial? Or what 
portion does a 
believer share with 
an unbeliever?

• What’s a yoke?
• Carries significant spiritual meaning
• “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 

you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)



Don’t Be Unequally Yoked, 
Part 1 ?

13You shall tear down their altars and break their pillars and cut down their Asherim 14(for 
you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous 

God), 15lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and when they 
whore after their gods and sacrifice to their gods and you are invited, you eat of his 

sacrifice, 16and you take of their daughters for your sons, and their daughters whore 
after their gods and make your sons whore after their gods. (Exodus 34:14-16)



Don’t Be Unequally Yoked, 
Part 2 ?

1While Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in sexual immorality 
with the daughters of Moab, 2who also invited them to the sacrifices for their gods. 

And the people ate and bowed down to these gods. 3So Israel joined in worshiping Baal 
of Peor, and the anger of the LORD burned against them. 4Then the LORD said to 

Moses, “Take all the leaders of the people and execute them in broad daylight before the 
LORD, so that His fierce anger may turn away from Israel.” 5So Moses told the judges of 
Israel, “Each of you must kill all of his men who have joined in worshiping Baal of Peor.” 

(Numbers 25:1-5)



Don’t Be Unequally Yoked, 
Part 3 ?

1“When the LORD your God brings you into the land that you are entering to take 
possession of it, and clears away many nations before you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the 
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations more 

numerous and mightier than you, 2and when the LORD your God gives them over to you, 
and you defeat them, then you must devote them to complete destruction. You shall make 

no covenant with them and show no mercy to them. 3You shall not intermarry with them, 
giving your daughters to their sons or taking their daughters for your sons, 4for they 
would turn away your sons from following me, to serve other gods. Then the anger of 
the LORD would be kindled against you, and he would destroy you quickly. 5But thus 
shall you deal with them: you shall break down their altars and dash in pieces their pillars 
and chop down their Asherim and burn their carved images with fire. (Deuteronomy 7:1-5)



Don’t Be Unequally Yoked, 
Part 4 ?

1Now these are the nations that the LORD left, to test Israel by them, that is, all in Israel 
who had not experienced all the wars in Canaan. 2It was only in order that the generations 

of the people of Israel might know war, to teach war to those who had not known it 
before. 3These are the nations: the five lords of the Philistines and all the Canaanites and 

the Sidonians and the Hivites who lived on Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal-hermon as far 
as Lebo-hamath. 4They were for the testing of Israel, to know whether Israel would 
obey the commandments of the LORD, which he commanded their fathers by the 

hand of Moses. 5So the people of Israel lived among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 6And their daughters they 
took to themselves for wives, and their own daughters they gave to their sons, and 

they served their gods. (Judges 3:1-6)



Don’t Be Unequally Yoked, 
Part 5 ?

1After these things had been done, the officials approached me and said, “The people of 
Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the peoples 
of the lands with their abominations, from the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, 
the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 2For 
they have taken some of their daughters to be wives for themselves and for their 

sons, so that the holy race has mixed itself with the peoples of the lands. And in this 
faithlessness the hand of the officials and chief men has been foremost.” (Ezra 9:1-2)



Don’t Be Unequally Yoked, 
Part 6 ?

1Now King Solomon loved many foreign women, along with the daughter of Pharaoh: 
Moabite, Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite women, 2from the nations 

concerning which the LORD had said to the people of Israel, “You shall not enter into 
marriage with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they will turn away your 
heart after their gods.” Solomon clung to these in love. 3He had 700 wives, who were 

princesses, and 300 concubines. And his wives turned away his heart. 4For when 
Solomon was old his wives turned away his heart after other gods, and his heart was 

not wholly true to the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father. 5For Solomon 
went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination 

of the Ammonites. 6So Solomon did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and did not 
wholly follow the LORD, as David his father had done. 7Then Solomon built a high place 

for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, and for Molech the abomination of the 
Ammonites, on the mountain east of Jerusalem. 8And so he did for all his foreign wives, 

who made offerings and sacrificed to their gods. (1 Kings 11:1-8)



2 Corinthians 6:14

14Do not be 
unequally yoked with 
unbelievers. For 
what partnership has 
righteousness with 
lawlessness? Or 
what fellowship has 
light with 
darkness? 15What 
accord has Christ 
with Belial? Or what 
portion does a 
believer share with 
an unbeliever?

• Significant risks associated with being unequally yoked in 
marriage
• Conflict and Misunderstanding
• Hinder Spiritual Growth
• Loss of unity
• Influence of Non-believing Partners
• Need for Spiritual Alignment

• Righteousness doesn’t partner with lawlessness 
• Proverbs 15:9
• Psalm 1:6
• 1 John 3:4

• Light and darkness are not in communion
• Genesis 1:3-4
• John 1:5



2 Corinthians 6:15

14Do not be 
unequally yoked with 
unbelievers. For 
what partnership has 
righteousness with 
lawlessness? Or 
what fellowship has 
light with 
darkness? 15What 
accord has Christ 
with Belial? Or what 
portion does a 
believer share with 
an unbeliever?

• “Belial” often rendered as ”worthlessness” or “wickedness”
• Derived from Hebrew “beli” meaning “without” and “Ya’al” 

meaning “to be of value” 
• Implies identification with the devil
• Highlights the irreconcilable divide between absolute holiness 

and diabolical opposition
• Next question sums up the first three
• What spiritual common ground does a believer have with an 

unbeliever?
• Amos 3:3; Romans 5:8; Colossians 1:13
• God hates divorce
• 1 Corinthians 7:12-14



2 Corinthians 6:16

16What 
agreement has the 
temple of God with 
idols? For we are 
the temple of the 
living God; as God 
said,

“I will make my 
dwelling among 
them and walk 
among them,
and I will be their 
God, and they shall 
be my people.

• “Christianity is incompatible with every form of false religion.” 
John MacArthur

• Scripture highlights the incompatibility of the true God with idols
• Folly of idolatry (Isaiah 44:9-20)
• 1 Samuel 4:10-11, 5:1-7

• Victorious Philistines set the ark of God in the temple of 
Dagon in Ashdod

• Surprised the next morning
• And the morning after

• Bottom line: “The true God tolerates no rivals” MacArthur
• Believers are the temple of the living God
• Leviticus 26:12; Ezekiel 37:27; Revelation 21:3



2 Corinthians 6:17

17Therefore go 
out from their midst, 
and be separate 
from them, says the 
Lord, and touch no 
unclean thing;
then I will welcome 
you, 18and I will be 
a father to you,
and you shall be 
sons and daughters 
to me, says the Lord 
Almighty.”

• So what?
• Being bound together with unbelievers is both “foolish and 

irreverent” (MacArthur)
• Disobeys God’s explicit command

• “go out”
• “be separate”

• Isaiah 52:11
• "There was a grave danger that, through carelessness and 

compromise, the Corinthian believers would be carried away, as it 
were, into a Babylonian captivity of the soul.” (Phillip E. Hughes)

• “Christians, like Israel at the time of her salvation, must make a 
clean break with all false religion to avoid its contaminating 
influence.” (MacArthur)



2 Corinthians 6:18

17Therefore go 
out from their midst, 
and be separate 
from them, says the 
Lord, and touch no 
unclean thing;
then I will welcome 
you, 18and I will be 
a father to you,
and you shall be 
sons and daughters 
to me, says the 
Lord Almighty.”

• “Fellowship with God should motivate us to avoid idolatry” 
(Constable)

• Blessings for obedience
• 2 Samuel 7:14
• “For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son 

whom he receives.” (Hebrews 12:6)
• “Any alliance with the unsaved is disobedience that defiles and 

therefore interrupts believers’ communion with their Father, 
forfeiting His blessing.” (MacArthur)

• “ Since He is "the Lord Almighty," we must remember that to 
disregard His Word means to incur divine discipline.” (Constable)



2 Corinthians 7:1

1Since we 
have these 
promises, 
beloved, let us 
cleanse 
ourselves from 
every 
defilement of 
body and spirit, 
bringing 
holiness to 
completion in 
the fear of God.

• Intimate fellowship with God
• Unique adoption
• God’s promises, his overwhelming generosity, should elicit a powerful 

response:
• Love
• Gratitude
• Thankfulness

• Unrepentant sinners are characterized by ingratitude (Luke 6:35; 
Romans 1:21; 2 Timothy 3:2)

• “Paul calls believers not only to cleanse themselves from sin and 
immorality but especially, in this context, from all associations with 
false religion. That complete cleansing is to be both of flesh and spirit; 
that is both inward and outward.” (MacArthur)



2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1

"This passage is a specific call 
for separation from the temple 

cults of Corinth, in direct 
continuity with the holiness-

separation theme of 1 
Corinthians, and is located here 

as the climax of the apologia 
[defense] for Paul's apostolate.” 

(Paul Barnett)



Discussion Questions 

1. Why does God call us to not be unequally yoked with unbelievers? (Exodus 
34:15-16; Deuteronomy 7:2-4; Joshua 23:12-13; 1 Kings 11:1-2; Ezra 9:1-2; 
1 Corinthians 10:21; James 4:4) 

2. How do we balance interacting with unbelievers with obeying God’s 
command about not being equally yoked? (Matthew 9:10-13; Matthew 
28:19-20)

3. What are the dangers of being unequally yoked in a marriage? Business?
4. How do we navigate being in this world but not of this world? (John 15:19)
5. In what areas of your life might God be asking you to ”defriend” the world 

and draw closer to Him in 2026?



Discussion Questions 

6. What tables do you need to overturn, or money changers do you need to 
clear out, from your temple?

7. How can you live in such a way that you are conscious of your status as a 
bipedal temple?

8. Reflect on a time when you had to make a difficult decision to separate 
from something or someone that was spiritually harmful.

9. In what ways can we reflect our identity as sons of God in our daily lives?
10.What promise from God is Paul referring to in 2 Corinthians 7:1?



Our Study of 2 Corinthians

Tonight:
• 2 Corinthians 6:14 - 7:1 (Separation from the World)
• Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 6:14
• Refreshment Host: Group F

Next Meeting:
• 2 Corinthians 7:2-11 (True Repentance)
• Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 7:10
• Dr. Constable’s Notes on 2 Corinthians, 2025 Edition, pp. 114-118; MacArthur 

New Testament Commentary, pp. 259-267
• Refreshment Host: Group G
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Closing

• Benediction

• Dismissal
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