
WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!

For God, who said, "Let light shine out of 

darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:6 (ESV)
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Announcements

• Welcome to the MOB!

• MOB Website & Resources:  www.ibcmob.net 

• Immanuel Bible Institute Spring 2026.  See IBC Website.

• Raising Children to Godly Adults, with guests Dr. Josh & Jen 
Mulvihill, Feb 21 at 9am-4pm. Register on IBC website.

• Credo Conference, “The Beatific Vision,” April 24-25.  Register 
on IBC website.
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Please Rise

• Invocation/Prayer.

• Song:

“Blessed Assurance”
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Blessed Assurance
1 of 3
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Chorus:
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.



Blessed Assurance
2 of 3
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Chorus:
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect communion, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight.
Angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.



Blessed Assurance
3 of 3
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Chorus:
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

Perfect submission, all is at rest.
I in my Savior am happy and bless’d,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love.



Memory Verse

2nd Cor. 7:10

“For godly grief produces a repentance that 
leads to salvation without regret, whereas 

worldly grief produces death.”
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Second Corinthians Study Schedule 

for Fall 2025 – Spring 2026
as of January 13, 2026
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Second Corinthians
Study Outline

• Author:  Apostle Paul

• Date:  ~56 A.D. (from Phillipi?)

• Setting:

• Third Missionary Journey

• Macedonia

• Key Details:

➢ Sacrificial Christian Living

o Financial Giving Strategy

❖Defending Ministry Activities

Overview (Chap. 1-13):
➢ Salutation and Comfort in affliction 1:1-11

➢ Promised visit and the offender 1:12 - 2:17

➢ Paul's view of the ministry 3:1 - 6:10

➢ Appeal for confidence in his ministry 6:11 - 7:16

o Example of the Macedonians 8:1-7

o Giving from Delegation 8:8-24

o Benefits of generous giving 9:1-15

❖ Response to false charges 10:1-18

❖ Claims made by Paul 11:1 - 12:18

❖ Exhortations before visit 12:19 - 13:10

❖ Final Exhortation and Benediction 13:11-14
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Map of Paul’s 
Third Missionary Journey
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Paul founded the 

Church at Corinth 

during his second 

missionary journey. 

Macedonia was a key 

area for ministry. 

During his third 

journey, Paul writes 

letters to the 

believers in Corinth.

Acts 18:22 to 21:16



2 Corinthians Recap

Paul cited Macedonia in 2 Cor. 2:13, where he had no rest in not 
finding Titus. Therefore, after the wonderful parenthesis in 2 Cor. 
2:14-7:4, Paul now resumes his narrative from 2 Cor. 2:13, resuming 
the account of his search for Titus and their eventual reunion.
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Acts 18:1-8 1 Cor 5:9 1 Cor 7:1 1 Cor. 1:1-2 2 Cor. 2:1-2 2 Cor. 2:1, 7:8 2 Cor. 1:1-2 2 Cor. 13:1

Second 

Corin-

thians

Paul’s 

“Severe 

Letter”



Second Corinthians 7:2-11
Introduction
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“[Paul has] poured his life into [the Corinthians] even when he 

saw no return on his investment, knowing that they were worth 

every moment of time and every ounce of energy he spent on 

them. Thankfully, by the time he wrote 2 Corinthians, he had 

begun to see signs of renewal and repentance. His confidence 

had begun to pay off; he could even boast on their behalf.”

Charles Swindoll

Today, we’ll see the fruits of godly sorrow in salvation!



Can you tell if someone has really repented?

• Have you ever confronted a friend about their sin?

• Why does affliction seem to bring out our best?

• How do you encourage someone who hurt you?

• What are the pros and cons when expressing regret?

Second Corinthians 7:2-11
The Signs Of True Repentance
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Why is saying, “I’m sorry,” just not enough?



Second Corinthians 7:2-11
Lesson Overview

When God is chastening you for sin, 
here are some signs of your true repentance …                         
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• Joined In Restoration.

• Comforted During Affliction.

• Sparked After Regret.

• Grieved Into Repentance.

• Proved By Production.



Second Corinthians 7:2-3
Joined In Restoration
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2 Make room in your hearts for us. 
We have wronged no one, we have 
corrupted no one, we have taken 
advantage of no one. 3 I do not say 
this to condemn you, for I said 
before that you are in our hearts, 
to die together and to live 
together. 

“Paul made this appeal in order to stimulate the Corinthians to accept him 

and his ministry so that they would continue to experience all the 

blessings that God wanted them to have.”  T. Constable

2 Pet. 3:9



Second Corinthians 7:2-3
Joined In Restoration
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“ ‘No one’ is repeated and fronted in each phrase for emphasis. These relate to 

the actions of the false teachers or the (financial) charges made by Paul's critics 

against him and his ministry (cf. 2 Cor. 12:17-18).”  Bob Utley

“wronged, corrupted, taken 
advantage of” are charges 

made against Paul.

2 Cor. 6:3-7

Paul said in 2 Cor. 6:11-13 he 
hoped they could make 

room in their hearts.

2 Cor. 2:4

“Die together, live together” 
may refer to joint ministry 
followed by resurrection.

Rom. 6:4



Second Corinthians 7:4-6
Comforted During Affliction
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4 I am acting with great boldness toward 
you; I have great pride in you; I am filled 
with comfort. In all our affliction, I am 
over-flowing with joy. 5 For even when 
we came into Macedonia, our bodies had 
no rest, but we were afflicted at every 
turn—fighting without and fear within. 
6 But God, who comforts the downcast, 
comforted us by the coming of Titus.

“ … [The] positive note sounded in v. 4 is the basis for the major 

admonitions that form the latter part of the letter, that is, chapters 8–13.”  

Paul Barnett

1 Thess. 3:1-9

“Restless, unable to wait any longer, the apostle set off for Macedonia, 

anxious to meet Titus sooner and find out the Corinthians’ response to 

the severe letter (2:13).”  John MacArthur



Second Corinthians 7:4-6
Comforted During Affliction
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Paul’s emphasis on 
abundance: “Filled” 

& “Overflowing.”

Rom. 15:13

No rest physically 
and spiritually while 
searching for Titus.

2 Cor. 4:8

“[The] apostle returned to the events that followed the sending of 

the severe letter. When he came into Macedonia from Troas in 

search of Titus, his flesh had no rest (cf. 2:13). …”

“… Nothing changed; he had no relief from his concern over the 

situation at Corinth. In fact, he had new concerns.”  John MacArthur

James 4:6

God encouraged the 
discouraged with 

Titus’ arrival.

Totality of conflicts: 
“fighting without, 

fear within.”

Lam 1:20



Second Corinthians 7:7-8
Sparked After Regret
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7 And not only by his coming but also by 
the comfort with which he was comforted 
by you, as he told us of your longing, your 
mourning, your zeal for me, so that I 
rejoiced still more. 8 For even if I made you 
grieve with my letter, I do not regret it—
though I did regret it, for I see that that 
letter grieved you, though only for a while.

“… Paul summarizes the remarkable response of the Corinthians to 

his severe letter, and will give more detail in 2Co 7:11ff. This is like a 

‘preview of coming attractions’ … of genuine repentance… .”  B. Bell

Prov. 22:15



Second Corinthians 7:7-8
Sparked After Regret

January 13, 2026 Second Corinthians 7:2-11 - True Repentance 20

“Paul was relieved and rejoicing because the severe letter which 

Titus had taken to Corinth could have been misunderstood and 

followed by shabby treatment of the man who delivered it.” H. Kent

“I do not regret … I did 
regret” = one loving, the 

other disciplining.

Matt. 21:32

Rebuke causes pain at 
first, but its ultimate goal 

is righteousness.

Heb 12:11

Titus was received very 
well, witnessing their 

“longing, mourning, zeal.”

2 Cor. 1:4-6

I must repent!



Second Corinthians 7:9-10
Grieved Into Repentance

January 13, 2026 Second Corinthians 7:2-11 - True Repentance 21

9 As it is, I rejoice, not because you 
were grieved, but because you were 
grieved into repenting. For you felt a 
godly grief, so that you suffered no 
loss through us. 10 For godly grief 
produces a repentance that leads to 
salvation without regret, whereas 
worldly grief produces death.

“Do Christians need to repent? Jesus said that we do (Luke 17:3–4), and Paul 

agreed with Him (2 Cor. 12:21). Four of the seven churches of Asia Minor, 

listed in Revelation 2–3, were commanded to repent.” W. Weirsbe

Repent = Turn to God and perform 
deeds in keeping with it (Acts 26:20).

2 Tim. 2:24-26



Second Corinthians 7:9-10
Grieved Into Repentance
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“Worldly regret is when you feel sorry for something you did 

because it starts to backfire on you and leads to humiliation or 

punishment.”  John Piper

“… Godly grief, or godly regret, is the uncomfortable feeling of guilt 

when the word of God shows you that what you've done is sin and 

thus has brought reproach on God's name.”  John Piper

God’s intentions were 
met, so the Corinthians 

“suffered no loss.”

1 Cor. 3:15

Godly grief leads to 
salvation.

• Jacob
• David
• Prodigal Son
• Peter

Worldly grief leads 
to death.

• Esau
• Saul
• Rich Young Ruler
• Judas



Second Corinthians 7:11
Proved By Production
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11 For see what earnestness this godly 
grief has produced in you, but also 
what eagerness to clear yourselves, 
what indignation, what fear, what 
longing, what zeal, what punishment! 
At every point you have proved 
yourselves innocent in the matter.

“Paul describes for the Corinthians what the ‘godly sorrow’ 

they experienced as a result of his ‘severe letter’ produced in 

them.”  Jim Bomkamp

“Given that it is godly sorrow that leads to repentance, it is actually better 

to see these seven ‘fruits’ are the product of godly sorrow, but either way 

they are intimately a part of genuine repentance.”  Precept Austin

Rom. 7:18-20



Second Corinthians 7:11
Proved By Production
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“Broomall has an interesting comment that ‘The energy of this verse 

is almost untranslatable.’  Paul arranges seven nouns in ascensive 

order to describe the explosive nature of their repentance.” 

Wycliffe Bible Commentary - online

Earnestness (Diligence) - Deals with sin immediately
Clear Self (Defense) - Gives an answer to skeptics
Indignation (Annoyance) - Strong opposition to sin
Fear (Alarm) - Aware of how actions offend God
Longing (Desire) - A prolonged unfilled yearning
Zeal (Passion) - Boil with a righteous jealousy
Punishment (Vengeance) - Desire to avenge wrong

Zacchaeus
Paul
Phinehas
David
Job
James/John
Sampson



Second Corinthians 7:2-11
Summary #1
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“Despite his temporary regret, Paul knew that rebuking 

the Corinthians’ sin had to be done. There are times in 

the ministry when strong, confrontational words are 

necessary. Sin crouches at the door; false teachers are 

everywhere, and Satan constantly seeks to destroy the 

work of God. The faithful pastor must not shrink from 

calling his people to obedience to Scripture.”

John MacArthur

A sign of true repentance!



Second Corinthians 7:2-11
Summary #2
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“William MacDonald explains that ‘… [The] apostle 

anticipated their reaction to [his letter], and this made 

him sorry.  Not that he was conscious of having done 

any wrong; that is not the thought here at all.  Rather he 

was sorry that in carrying out his work for the Lord, it 

was necessary that others should at times be cast into 

unhappiness temporarily in order that God’s purposes 

might be worked out in their lives’.”

Believer's Bible Commentary



“Repentance is to leave the sin, That we had loved before,

And showing we are grieved by it, By doing it no more.”  

Anonymous

• Fellowship is restored.

• Others are comforted.

• Your sorrow is a start.

Second Corinthians 7:2-11
Conclusion
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Repentance is from God, Regret is from the world!

• Repenting is the finish.

• Real change has fruit.



Second Corinthians Study Schedule 

for Fall 2025 – Spring 2026
as of January 13, 2026
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Discussion & Application

• How would you describe the mood and tenor of the apostle Paul’s 
feelings at the start of this passage?

• What’s the basis for Paul’s appeal for the Corinthians to “make room in 
their hearts” for him?

• What was it that gave Paul comfort and “overflowing joy” in all his 
afflictions?

• What role did Titus play in bringing comfort to Paul?

• What’s the ultimate source for comfort during times of affliction 
according to the opening verses of II Corinthians?

1 of 2
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Discussion & Application

• What was it about Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians that concerned 
him, and what does this say about the heart of Paul?

• What was it about the Corinthians’ response to Paul’s earlier letter that 
caused Paul to have second thoughts about what he wrote?

• What does true repentance involve and require according to this 
passage?

• What are some of the good things that are produced from “godly 
sorrow” according to verse 11?

• What special insights will you take with you from this lesson?

2 of 2
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Closing

•Benediction 

• Small Group Assignments
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2 Corinthians 7:2-11

2 Make room in your hearts for us. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have taken 
advantage of no one. 3 I do not say this to condemn you, for I said before that you are in our hearts, to 
die together and to live together. 4 I am acting with great boldness toward you; I have great pride in you; 
I am filled with comfort. In all our affliction, I am overflowing with joy. 5 For even when we came into 
Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear 
within. 6 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by 
his coming but also by the comfort with which he was comforted by you, as he told us of your longing, 
your mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still more. 8 For even if I made you grieve with my 
letter, I do not regret it—though I did regret it, for I see that that letter grieved you, though only for a 
while. 9 As it is, I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because you were grieved into repenting. 
For you felt a godly grief, so that you suffered no loss through us. 10 For godly grief produces a 
repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. 11 For see 
what earnestness this godly grief has produced in you, but also what eagerness to clear yourselves, what 
indignation, what fear, what longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point you have proved 
yourselves innocent in the matter.
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Second Corinthians Study Schedule 

for Fall 2025 – Spring 2026
as of January 13, 2026
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Second Corinthians Study Schedule 

for Fall 2025 – Spring 2026
as of January 13, 2026
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Second Corinthians
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Paul writes 1st 
Corinthians

Paul’s Life Timeline

The writing offers the most personal details of Paul’s life

Paul goes on his 
first missionary 

journey

AD 46-47

Paul’s second 
missionary 

journey

AD 49-51 AD 52-57

Paul 
imprisoned in 

Rome

AD 60

Damascus 
road 

conversion

AD 34

Paul in 
Tarsus

AD 37-43

Paul goes on 
his third 

missionary 
journey

AD 55

Paul writes 2 
Corinthians in 

Macedonia

AD 56
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