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WELCOME TO MOB!

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of
darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ. 2 Corinthians 4:6

(All Scripture ESV Unless Otherwise Noted)
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Announcements
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Credo Conference
April 24-25, 2026

The apostie Paul said that the beatiic vision & the Christan's Diessed hope

v the Great Tradition belleved the Christian'y greatest Badpiness w I be
eaperienced when we one day see God. SO why 15 2 then that the Deat®c
tslon 15 rarely talked aAbout in the life of the chureh today? The 2026 Credo

Conderence wil retrieve this beautifyl doctrine which is truly the telos of the

Christian e, Like David we will 43k 10 gade upon the beauty of the Lord® (P

Join us April 24.25, as we gather to behold the beauty of Ged through
worship, robust teaching, and contemplative dialogue
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Interest Meeting: Apr|I 12, 8:00am, Room A207
2



http://www.ibc.mob.net/

THE

‘ O Jesus, | My Cross Have Taken "llﬂB

10f4

Jesus, | my cross have taken
All to leave and follow thee
Destitute, despised, forsaken
Thou from hence my all shalt be
Perish, every fond ambition
All I've sought, and hoped, and known
Yet how rich is my condition
God and Heaven are still my own




THE

‘ O Jesus, | My Cross Have Taken "llﬂB

20f4

Let the world despise and leave me
They have left my Saviour, too
Human hearts and looks deceilve me
Thou art not, like them, untrue
And while thou shalt smile upon me
God of wisdom, love, and might
Foes may hate, and friends may shun me
Show thy face, and all is bright
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Men may trouble and distress me
It will but drive me to thy breast
Life with trials hard may press me
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest
Oh, it is not in grief to harm me
While thy love is left to me
Oh, it were not in joy to charm me
Were that joy unmixed with thee
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Haste then on from grace to glory
Armed by faith, and winged by prayer
Heaven's eternal days before thee
God's own hand shall guide thee there
Soon shall close thy earthly mission
Swift shall pass thy pilgrim days
Hope soon change to glad fruition
Faith to sight, and prayer to praise




‘ O Memory Verse

2 Corinthians 11:30 (ESV)

If | must boast, | will boast of the things that show my
weakness.




'@ MOB 2025-2026 SCHEDULE

BIBLE CHURCH

___Date | ___2nd COR Lesson Title __Wemory | Teacher _

March 17 11:1-6 Paul's Divine Jealousy 11:4 Horn
March 24 11:7-15 Discerning False Teachers 11:14 Clingenpeel
March 31 Easter Week NO MEETING

April 7 11:16-33 Boasting in Weakness 11:30 Lee
April 14 12:1-10 Christ's Power in Our Weakness 12:9 Turk
April 21 12:11-21 Self-Sacrificial Ministry 12:3 Streitmater
April 28 13:1-10 Self-Examination 13:5 Frazier

May 5 13:11-14 Closing Charge 13:11 McCarty

May 12 Review Summer Challenge --- Neal
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Ministry Saints Apostleship
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Character of Paul Collection of Saints Credentials of Paul
Topics - - : o : ,
Ephesus to Macedonia: Change of Macedonia: Preparation To Corinth: Imminence of Paul’s
Itinerary for Visit to Corinth Visit
Place Written in Macedonia
Time circa A.D. 56

Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa, Talk Thru the Bible (Nashville: T. Nelson, 1983), 387




‘ O Studying 2 Corinthians

BIBLE CHURCH

/ M of the Bible

Tonlght
2 Corinthians 11:16-33 (Boasting om Weakness)
Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 11:30
Dr. Constable’s Notes on 2 Corinthians, 2025 Edition, pp. 160-169;
MacArthur New Testament Commentary, pp. 372-394)
Refreshment Host: Group A
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PAUL BOASTS OF HIS SUFFERINGS

HIS EXPLANATION FOR BOASTING 16-21a
HIS FOOL'S SPEECH 21b-33
a. Boasting of Pedigree 22

b. Boasting of His Ministry and Physical Sufferings 23-27

c. Boasting of Mental Suffering 28-29

d. Boasting in His Weakness 30-33

"Brown, D. R., Twist, E. T., & Widder, W. (2026). 2 Corinthians (D. Mangum & J. D. Barry, Eds.; 2 Co 11:1-12:13). Logos Bible Software.



https://ref.ly/logosres/lbg68co2?ref=Bible.2Co11.3&off=33705

©® 27d COR 11:16

(Paul’'s Explanation for Boasting)

16 | repeat, let no
one think me
foolish. But even
If you do, accept
me as a fool, so
that | too may
boast a little.
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“What proceeds now is full of biting irony. Since
“boasting” is what “fools” do, we are meant to infer
that Paul is imitating and parodying these men as
“fools.”™ (Barnett)

) 14

“Verse 1 opens Paul's “Fool’s Story"™—a form of
rhetoric he used to ridicule his opponents’ claims by
adopting their stance and speaking as a “fool,”
whose trait is self-praise. It refers in Greek society
to a person who has lost the correct measure of
oneself and the world around them.” (Baker)




@ 2nd COR 11:17

e cenen(CGONtINUation of Paul’'s Explanation for Boasting)

17 What | am
saying with
this boastful
confidence, |
say not as the
Lord would but
as a fool.
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“This arises from a misconception of the nature and
purpose of inspiration. The simple end of inspiration is
to secure infallibility in the communication of truth. It is
designed to sanctify; it does not preclude the natural
play of the intellect or of the feelings. When Paul
called the high priest a “whitewashed wall” (Acts 23:3)
(for which he apologized), he was as much inspired
as when he wrote his letter to the Ephesians.”
(Packer)
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@ 2nd COR 11:18

(Continuation of Paul's Explanation for Boasting)

BIBLE CHURCH

kata sarka - “in the way the world does”

18 Slnce or “according to the flesh”
many boast
y _ “Here the apostle gives the reason for his boasting. His
aCCOrdlng to opponents so magnified themselves and their services,
and so depreciated him and his labors, that he was
the ﬂeShv I forced, in order to maintain his influence as the advocate
tOO WI” boast of a pure Gospel, to set out his claims to the confidence

of the people.” (Packer)

“Those that have free seats at the play hiss first.” — Ancient Chinese Proverb
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@ 2nd COR 11:19

(Continuation of Paul's Explanation for Boasting)

BIBLE CHURCH

“Paul’s ironic RHETORIC cut at the Corinthians’ values. Paul’s
19 For yO u words caution us today 1n our own measurement of wisdom to be

careful to distinguish between a generic tolerance and Christian
gladly bear S .

inclusivity.” (Baker)
with fools,
b ei N g W| se Paul began by nef:dhng the Corinthians for being W.ISG en01.1gh
to tolerate the foolish false apostles gladly. He sarcastically pointed
yO urse IVeS! out that the Corinthians willingly listened to those who enslaved,

exploited, entrapped, dominated, and humiliated them. That being
the case, they could surely bear with him.” (MacArthur)




@ 2nd COR 11:20

e cenen(CGONtINUation of Paul’'s Explanation for Boasting)

20 For you bear it
If someone makes
slaves of you, or
devours you, or

of you, or puts on
airs, or strikes you
in the face.

THE

“l can hear the disappointment in Paul’s words when he
points out the abuse the Corinthians willingly endured at the
hands of the false teachers (11:20). They enslaved the church
to the yoke of legalistic bondage. They devoured them with
their false doctrines. They _ of their
hospitality and financial generosity. They exalted themselves
above the truly qualified leaders in the church. And they
metaphorically struck the Corinthians in the face. And the
worst part? Not a single one of them had any authority or
right to do any of that! Here we see why Paul would willingly
take such desperate rhetorical measures as to boast about his
accomplishments in the proud manner of his opponents. Such
people needed to be stopped.” (Swindoll)

“The term “not pugnacious” [1 Tim. 3:3; Titus 1:7] literally means “not a striker”™ (MacArthur)




@ 2nd COR 11:21a 0B

Men of the Bible
(Continuation of Paul's Explanation for Boasting)

BIBLE CHURCH

“He had neither their worldly charisma nor their cultural
21 d TO my sophistication. At least Paul never made it a point to display
fancy rhetorical footwork or to emphasize his curriculum vitae.

Shamea I He didn’t hang his diplomas on his front door or drop names

must Say, of the famous people he kn.ew or studied uDder. S”o, on the
surface Paul and his associates appeared “weak.” But with a

we were sudden cataloguing of his credentials and accomplishments,
the tide turns.” (Swindoll

too weak ( )

for that' “This signals the introduction of the “Fool’s Speech.” in the
next verse, reaching its climax in 12:10.” (Barnett)
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(Paul’'s Fool’'s Speech) Men S the Bible

BIBLE CHURCH

21 b But Whatever “After ironically apologizing for failing to match the

conduct of his adversaries in dominating the

anyone else Corinthians (v. 21a, with reference to v. 20), Paul
proceeds to indicate his ability and willingness—
dares to bOaSt iIndeed, his determination—to match them in their
()f—| am proud boasts. He is about to play his rivals at their
: own game, judging that only this technique will jolt
Speakmg ds d his converts at Corinth (cf. 12:11) into recognizing
. the character of true apostleship, namely, the
fOOI I aISO dare “weakness” of suffering service in imitation of the
to boast of that. suffering ministry of Christ.” (Harris)

“The Corinthians confused meekness for weakness; arrogance for power (a common mistake).” (Missler)
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(Continuation of Paul’s Fool's Speech) Men of the Bible

BIBLE CHURCH

22 Are they — o . | | o
o In this verse the apostle begins his boasting by showing that in no point did

Hebrews": SO he come behind his opponents. The three designations used here belong to

am |. Are they the chosen people. The Hebrews were Israelites, and the Israelites were the

. descendants of - The first, as Meyer remarks, is the national
Israelites? So /

designation of the people of God; the second was their theocratic name; and

am |. Are they the third marked them as [ABF@R@M s heirs.” (Packer)

offsprlng Of “The false teachers had their set of impressive credentials. And once Paul

Abraham? SO | gecided to open the door to a little foolish boasting about things that didn’t

am |. really matter to the ministry (11:22), he matched them and even far exceeded
them.” (Swindoll)

(Boasting of Pedigree)
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(Continuation of Paul’s Fool's Speech) Men of the Bible
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(Boasting of His Ministry and Physical Sufferings)

23 Are they servants of “Beginning in verse 23 Paul presented four

Christ? | am a better apostolic credentials that set him apart from the
' , _ false apostles: his experience of suffering, his

one— | am talking like experience of sympathy, his experience of

a madman—with far submission, and his experience of the
SUperhatiral.” (MacArthur)

greater labors, far more

imprisonments, with “Paul broke the rhetorical pattern of “so am |.” Now

countless beatings and Paul says | am better. “| am a better servant.”
’ Paul was not willing to grant that his opponents

often near death. that they were also of the Twelve.” (Baker)
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(Continuation of Paul's Fool's Speech) Bou of o Rilbe
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(Continuation of Boasting of His Ministry and Physical Sufferings)

_ “Jews were given special privileges to settle their disputes in
24 Five their own courts. If one wanted to stay a member of the Jewish
: community, one had to submit to its discipline. For Paul to
times |
_ submit to this punishment five times testifies not only to his
recelved at physical stamina but to his commitment to his people, which he
proclaims in Rom 9:2—4: “| have great sorrow and unceasing
the hands Of anguish in my heart. For | could wish that | myself were cursed
the Jews the | and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothe_rs, jcho_se_ of my
own race, the people of Israel.” Submitting to this discipline also
fOFty lashes may have allowed him continued access to Gentiles on the
less one. fringe c?f the synag?gue who were more disposed to the
gospel’'s message.” (Garland)
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@ 2nd COR 11:25

(Continuation of Paul's Fool's Speech)
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(Continuation of Boasting of His Ministry and Physical Sufferings)

25 Three times |

“Beaten with rods was a Roman penalty. In

was beaten with Philippi (Acts 16:22), Paul was beaten. .
Usually, Roman citizens were exempt (Acts
rOdS- Once I was 16:37-38), but beatings did sometimes

occur in the provinces. Lictors (rod-carriers),
who attended Roman magistrates, carried

stoned. Three times

| was Shipwrecked; bundles with an axe and elm or birch rods to
: signify the ruler’s right to inflict corporal or
d Nig ht and a day | capital punishment.” (Baker)

was adrift at sea;




Lictors (Rod-Carriers)

(Three times I have been beaten with rods)

BIBLE CHURCH

Winged Liberty Head Dime / The coin's reverse
depicts a fasces, symbolizing unity and
strength, and an olive branch, signifying peace.
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(Continuation of Paul's Fool's Speech) —
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(Continuation of Boasting of His Ministry and Physical Sufferings)

26 on frequent journeys, In
danger from rivers, danger from
robbers, danger from my own
people, danger from Gentiles, See Next
danger in the city, danger in the
wilderness, danger at sea,
danger from false brothers;

Slide
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All these perils simply add up to a hard, stress-filled life:

* In perils of waters: Great dangers Paul faced in crossing rivers as he traveled

* In perils of robbers: Worst dangers of travel in the ancient world were muggers in
the middle of nowhere (as Jesus illustrated in Luke 10:30)

* In perils in the city: Paul experienced many hostile mobs in the cities where he
preached (Acts 13:50, 14:5, 14:19, 16:19)

* In perils in the wilderness: Paul spent many dangerous days and nights in the
wilderness when traveling.

* In perils in the sea: Paul's many shipwrecks and difficulties when traveling by sea
* In perils among false brethren: Danger of those who said they were brothers and
his friends, but were false brethren instead (2 TIM 4:14 is a later example)

(Guzik)




@ 2 COR11:27  MIOB

(Continuation of Paul's Fool’'s Speech) ow ol i Kle
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(Continuation of Boasting of His Ministry and FPhysical Sufferings)

27 IN tOII and “Paul’s suffering set him apart from the money- and
hardship th rough comfort-seeking false apostles and marked him as
)

a true apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ. It also

many a SleepleSS validated the security of his salvation, as he

testifies in Romans 8:38-39: “For | am convinced

mg hts N hunger that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
and thlrSt often principalities, nor things present, nor things to

’ come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any
Wlth()ut fOOd, in other created thing, will be able to separate us from

bR Y

the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

cold and exposure. (MacArthur)
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(Continuation of Paul’s Fool's Speech) Men of the Bible
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(Boasting of Mental Suffering)

28 And, apart “Besides the other things, what comes upon me
daily: my deep concern for all the churches: In
frOm Other addition to all the stressful perils Paul previously
thingS there Is mentioned, he lived daily with another burden. Paul lived
J

with a deep concern for all the churches.” (Guzik)

the daily

pressure on me “This anxiety was based not only on disturbing reports
Which came to his ears, but on his knowledge of the

of my anX|ety for savage subtlety of the enemy of souls who, he realized,

would stop at nothing in his attempts to overthrow the
a” the ChurCheS' work of the gospel.” (Hughes)
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(Continuation of Paul’s Fool's Speech) Men of the Bible
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(Continuation of Boasting of Mental Suffering)

29 WhO IS “That is, he sympathized with his fellow Christians,

Weak, and | who were his children in the faith, so that their
sorrows and sufferings were his own. This was the

am nOt wea k? consequence not only of the communion of saints,

- in virtue of which “if one part suffers, every part

WhO IS made suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part

to fall, and | rejoices with it” (1 Corinthians 12:26), but it also
shows the special relationship that Paul had with

am not the churches that he himself had planted.” (Packer)

indignant?




© 2nd COR 11:30
(Continuation of Paul's Fool’s Speech) mmime

(Boasting in His Weakness)

BIBLE CHURCH

“Now comes a sudden switch to a
30 If I mUSt piece of Paul’s history. To prove his

boast, | will weakness, he told of his Corona Muralis
unceremonious exit from Damascus (Mural Crown)

boast of the | in afish basket down the city walls Wall Crown

. Acts 9:23-25), probably in AD 39—

things that Eto. This event), which h;lppened

show my within two years of his conversion,
was the first opposition Paul met,

weakness. leaving an indelible impression on

him.” (Baker)
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(Continuation of Paul’s Fool's Speech) Men of the Bible
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(Continuation of Boasting in His Weakness)

31 The GOd and “This is an especially solemn oath. An oath is the act
of calling God to witness the truth of what we say.
Father of the Lord Here the appeal is not simply to God as God, but to

: God in his special covenant relationship to believers.
Jesus, he WhO IS When the Israelites called on Jehovah as the God of
blessed forever, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, they recognized him not

knows that | am only as the Creator and moral governor of the world,
but as the covenant God. In calling him the God and

not |y|ng Father of the Lord Jesus, Paul recognizes him not
only as his Creator, but as the author of redemption
through his eternal Son.” (Packer)
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(Continuation of Paul’s Fool's Speech) Men of the Bible
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(Continuation of Boasting in His Weakness)

32 At Damascus, Paul refers to is Aretas IV who ruled the desert kingdom of

the governor Nabataea (“Arabia” of Gal. 1:17) from 9 B.C. to A.D. 40. His
: daughter was married to Herod Antipas, tetrarch of Galilee

under ng and Perea, but about A.D. 27 Antipas divorced her in favor

Aretas was of Herodias, formerly the wife of one of his brothers, Herod

: : Philip (Matt. 14:3—4). Aretas’s revenge for his daughter’s ill-
guardmg the Clty treatment came in A.D. 36 when he contested a boundary

Of Damascus IN with Antipas, defeating Antipas’s army. The emperor

: Tiberius sent Vitellius, legate of Syria, to punish Aretas, but
order to seize the death of the emperor in A.D. 37 ended the expedition
me, (Josephus, Antiquities 18.109-26).

ETHNARCH = governor. ARETAS = king.
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(Continuation of Paul’s Fool's Speech) Men of the Bible
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(Continuation of Boasting in His Weakness)

33 but | was let | “we conclude that Paul is not simply engaging in self-

d OWn in ) mockery. His point would be that God’s power has worked
In him in such a way that his weakness becomes strength,

basket th rough the conclusion in 12:10. From the very outset of his

_ _ ministry when he escaped the clutches of Aretas in

a window In Damascus, God has been working in him. Beasley-
Murray aptly comments: “It is ironical that the city to which

the Wa” and Paul was making his way to arrest Christians was the

esca ped his scene of this memorable attempt to cut short his career of
witness for Christ. Yet the attempt to silence him was as

hands. fruitless as his attempt to destroy the church.” (Garland)




‘ O Discussion Questions

BIBLE CHURCH

1..Why did Paul resort to speaking like a “fool” in this passage to the Corinthians?
2..What did heul consider foolishness?

3..Why did he “boast,” and what did he boast about?

4..Why did he say he was not saying what he was saying “as the Lord would”?
5..What did he accuse the Corinthians of tolerating to their own detriment?

6..In what sense was he “weak by comparison” to the false teachers who had infiltrated
the church of Corinth?

7..Why did he use scathing sarcasm to describe the situation in the church?
8..In what sense did the false teachers “hit the Corinthian believers in the face”?

9..Why did Paul use this occasion to describe in some detail the sufferings he endured
for the cause of Christ?




‘ O Discussion Questions

BIBLE CHURCH

10..How did he compare himself with the false teachers, and why did he do it by stressing
his Jewish heritage?

11..What was it that concerned and troubled Paul most, beyond the physical sufferings
that he endured?

12..What did he boast mostly about, and why did he consider his boasting necessary
under the circumstances?

13..Why did he sum up his suffering by referring to the “basket case” in experienced in
Damascus?

14..What more does this passage reveal to us about his persona as the legendary
preacher and teacher and servant of the Lord?

15..What will you take with you from this lesson?
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‘ O Our Study of 2 Corinthians

BIBLE CHURCH

0B

= men of the Bible
72

Next Meeting:

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 (Christ’'s Power in Weakness)

Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 11:30

Dr. Constable’s Notes on 2 Corinthians, 2025 Edition, pp. 169-177;
MacArthur New Testament Commentary, pp. 394-406
Refreshment Host: Group B

35




‘ O Closing

. Benediction

. Dismissal
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