
WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV)
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Announcements

2

• Men of the Bible: www.ibcmob.net

• Easter Concerts 11, 12, &13 April

• April 13th Palm Sunday

• April 20th Easter Sunday

• CREDO conference 1-2 May

http://www.ibcmob.net/
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1 Corinthians 15

“This is the most important chapter in the Bible 

(and the longest in this epistle). It deals with 

the ultimate enemy of mankind: death.  This 

chapter is regarded by many as the 

Centerpiece of Christianity and the climax of 

Paul’s message.” 
(Missler)



Please Rise

• Invocation/Prayer

• Hymn: 

Because He Lives

Words: Bill & Gloria Gaither
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Hymn: Because He Lives

5

God sent His son, they called Him Jesus

He came to love, heal, and forgive.

He lived and died to buy my pardon,

An empty grave is there to prove my Savior lives.



Hymn: Because He Lives

6

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow.

Because He lives, All fear is gone.

Because I know He holds the future,

And life is worth the living just because He lives.



Hymn: Because He Lives

7

How sweet to hold a newborn baby,

And feel the pride and joy he gives.

But greater still the calm assurance,

This child can face uncertain days because He lives.



Hymn: Because He Lives
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Because He lives, I can face tomorrow.

Because He lives, All fear is gone.

Because I know He holds the future,

And life is worth the living just because He lives.



Hymn: Because He Lives
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And then one day I'll cross the river,

I'll fight life's final war with pain.

And then as death gives way to victory,

I'll see the lights of glory and I'll know He lives.



Hymn: Because He Lives
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Because He lives, I can face tomorrow.

Because He lives, All fear is gone!

Because I know He holds the future

And life is worth the living just because He lives!



Memory Verse
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1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (ESV)



Memory Verse
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3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 

also received: that Christ died for our sins in 

accordance with the Scriptures, 

4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 

day in accordance with the Scriptures,,

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (ESV)



Our Study of 1 Corinthians

Last Meeting:
• 1 Corinthians 14:26-40 (The Importance of Order)

• Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 14:40

• Refreshment Host: Group A

This Meeting:
• 1 Corinthians 15:1-19 (Believer’s Resurrection: Historical Proof & Personal Proof)

• Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on 1 Corinthians, 2024 Edition, pp. 280-291; MacArthur New 

Testament Commentary, pp. 397-414

• Refreshment Host: Group B
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1 Corinthians Outline
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1:1 1:17 1:18 4:21 5:1 5:13 6:1 6:11 6:12 6:20 7:1 7:40 8:1 11:1 11:2 14:40 15:1 15:50 16:1 16:24

Topics

Divisions in the 
Church

Disorder in the       
Church

Difficulties in the 
Church

Concern Condemnation Counsel

Place Written in Ephesus 

Time circa A.D. 56 
Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa, Talk Thru the Bible (Nashville: T. Nelson, 1983), 380.
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1 Corinthians MOB Schedule 

for Fall 2024 – Spring 2025
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1 Corinthians 15 Overview

?
Resurrection Proofs   1-34

• Historical Proof 1-11

• Personal Proof 12-19

• Doctrinal Proof 20-28

• Practical Proof 29-34

Resurrection Process  35-49

Resurrection Program  50-58         

We Are Here

Wiersbe



Three Worldly Philosophies
Concerning death and life after death
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Stoicism – soul merged into deity after death

Epicurean – materialist, no existence beyond death (Sadducees) 

Platonism – immortality of the soul, denies bodily resurrection

McGee



1 Corinthians 15:1 

?

Now I would remind 

you, brothers, of the 

gospel I preached to 

you, which you 

received, in which you 

stand, 

• Christ’s Resurrected was accepted. But for a few.

• Athenian attitudes toward the resurrection of the 
body, crept into the Corinthian Church, not believing  
resurrection of Christian bodies.

• 20 ago Paul taught them the Gospel for 18 months:

• Christ Died

• Was Buried

• Rose on the 3rd day

• The Corinthian believers continued to stand for the 
Gospel, regardless of their problems.



1 Corinthians 15:2 

?

and by which you are 

being saved, if you 

hold fast to the word I 

preached to you—

unless you believed in 

vain.

Three tenses of salvation:  1) Justification,                                        
2) Sanctification, and 3) Glorification.     (Missler)

“Hold fast also implies there were some people or 
some things which might want to snatch the true gospel 
away from the Corinthian Christians. All the more, this 
is why they had to hold on!”                          (Guzik)

Believed in vain - it was an empty faith. Jesus repeatedly 
spoke of some believers who had useless, non-saving 
faith (Matt. 13:13).  



1 Corinthians 15:3

?

For I delivered to you 

as of first importance 

what I also received: 

that Christ died for 

our sins in accordance 

with the Scriptures,

• Jesus gave Paul what he taught (Gal 1:11-12)  

• Jesus was crucified on a Cross and, “On the cross 
Jesus became, as it were, an enemy of God, who 
was judged and forced to drink the cup of the 
Father’s fury so we would not have to drink that 
cup.” - Guzik 

• Old Testament Scriptures:

• DEATH:  Psalm 22:16 and Isaiah 53:5.

• RESURRECTION:  Hosea 6:2, Jonah 1:17, 
Psalm 16:10, and Genesis 22.



“Christ Died for our sins”
(Doctrinal Summary of the Atonement)

21

As our Substitute, Christ died to appease God and meet the 

demands of the law (Rom 3:25-26; 5:9-19)

As our Advocate, He effected reconciliation and made us righteous 

before God (2 Cor 5:21; 1 Jn 2:1-2)

As our Mediator, he established a new covenant and accepted us as 

partners (Lk 22:20; 1 Cor 11:25)

As our Savior, he grants us eternal life through faith in Him (Jn 3:16)
Missler



1 Corinthians 15:4

?

that he was buried, 

that he was raised 

on the third day in 

accordance with 

the Scriptures,

Only Paul mentions the burial  

Paul mentions the believer’s baptism with Christ’s burial (Rom 

6:4, Col 2:12)

“ “...He rose again”: The Resurrection.  Translations fail to exploit 

the differences in Greek verb tenses between vv.3, 4: The Greek 

uses the past tense to describe a single action in the past for Jesus’ 

death and burial.  But for the verb “to be raised” the Greek has the 

perfect tense to indicate an action that occurred in the past but has 

lasting relevance for the present (vv. 12,13,14,16,17,20; cf. 2 Tim 

2:8).”                                                                  (Missler)

THIRD DAY.  See next slide



Jesus’s Resurrected Physical body 

23

Could be touched (John 20:27)

Could be recognized...with difficulty (John 20:14-15; 21:4,7)

Could come and go through locked doors (John 20:19, 26)

Could eat and drink with them (Luke 24:42-43; Acts 1:4; 10:41)

Missler



“Third Day”
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Christ taught that He would be killed and raised the third day (Mt 

16:21). 

Old Testament Scriptures:  Jonah 1:17 is linked with Mt 12:40. 

And Ps 16:8-11, Ps 110:1, and Hos 6:2.

Genesis 22:  Abraham’s  offering of Isaac (AKEDAH).  Isaac was 

“dead” to Abraham during the three-day trip (Heb 11:19).  

Missler



1 Corinthians 15:5

?

and that he 

appeared to 

Cephas, then 

to the twelve.

Jesus was seen

Women are not mentioned, even though the women saw him.  Jewish 

custom is women are not to be witnesses in court.  On the witness of two 

or more you can be convicted.  Paul is giving much more than two.  

Cephas is Aramaic for Peter.  There Jesus forgave Peter and reinstated 

him (John 21:15-19). 

THE TWELVE.  Common collective term for the disciples.  Even after 

Judas died, they were still called The Twelve.



1 Corinthians 15:6

?

Then he appeared to 

more than five 

hundred brothers at 

one time, most of 

whom are still alive, 

though some have 

fallen asleep.

Most alive after 30 years after Jesus’ Ascension  

Was it 500 all at once?

• Hinted in Matthew 28:10, 16-17  

• Jerusalem only had 120 (Acts 1:15)

“We sometimes sing: “You ask me how I know He lives; He 

lives, He lives inside my heart.” But that is not the best way 

to prove Jesus lives. We know He lives because the 

historical evidence demands we believe in the resurrection 

of Jesus. If we can believe anything in history, we can believe 

the reliable, confirmed testimony of these eyewitnesses. Jesus 

rose from the dead.”                                     (Guzik)



1 Corinthians 15:7

?

Then he 

appeared 

to James, 

then to 

all the 

apostles.

James, the bother of Jesus, “old Camel Knees”

“James originally was a skeptic. Like his brothers he did not at first believe 

that Jesus was the Messiah (John 7:5). But now this member of Jesus’ own 

household, this one who for several years did not recognize Jesus as the Christ, 

was a witness, a powerful and convincing witness, to His resurrection. 

Perhaps, as with Paul, it was the experience of seeing the resurrected Christ 

that finally brought James to saving faith. In any case, the convincing 

testimony of a family member and former unbeliever was added to that of the 

apostles and the five hundred.”        (MacArthur)

TO ALL THE APOSTLES.  Acts 1:3,  John 20:26–31, John 21:1–25, Matthew 

28:16–20, and Luke 24:44–49



1 Corinthians 15:8-11
(Paul The Witness)

?

8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 

9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an 

apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the 

grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was 

not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of 

them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with 

me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you 

believed.                                                            

                                                                               (ESV)



1 Corinthians 15:8-11 (cont.)

?
One untimely born . . . Ektrōma (untimely born) . . . Ektromati, “before the due time.” 

Jesus appeared to Paul on the Damascus Road (Acts 9:3-6).

Paul continually reminded himself that he persecuted the church of God (Acts 9:4; 22:7; 26:9, 14 

and Gal 1;13).

“But by the grace of God I am what I am” – This is an statement for us all.  

Brace is used 3 times in verse 10.  

“Vain” is not reaching his goal.  



1 Corinthians 15:8-11 (cont.)

?
Accomplishments in 2 decades (2 COR 4:8-11; 6:4-10; 11:23-29):

• He toiled as a tentmaker in Ephesus (Acts 20:34)

• Instructor in the rented hall of Tyrannus (Acts 19:9)

• Preached house to house (Acts 20:20 etc.)

ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS.  

“From that moment on, Paul’s sudden, dramatic, and otherwise inexplicable 

transformation from Saul the anti-Christian persecutor to Paul the go-for-broke apostle 

would become a testimony to the truthfulness of the resurrection of Jesus that baffles 

historians to this day. No reasonable explanation can be found for Paul’s conversion to 

Christ other than the fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”            (Swindoll)



1 Corinthians 15:12-19
(ESV)

?
The Resurrection of the Dead

12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that 

there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not 

even Christ has been raised. 14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in 

vain and your faith is in vain. 15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because 

we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the 

dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. 
17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then 

those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in 

this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 



1 Corinthians 15:12

?

Now if Christ is 

proclaimed as 

raised from the 

dead, how can 

some of you say 

that there is no 

resurrection of 

the dead? 

Some in Corinth declared there was no resurrection from the dead, sort 

of a Sadducean background

“By this form of logic, called modus tollens, the Corinthians are being 

forced to agree that there is a future resurrection of believers on the 

basis of their common faith in the resurrection of Christ. The argument 

is irrefutable, given their acceptance of Christ’s resurrection and its 

effects in their lives. Hence the significance of how all this began (vv. 1–

11).” (Fee)

Some prayed for the dead and Paul argued they were inconsistent 

because they did not believe in the resurrection.  LDS pray for the dead.



1 Corinthians 15:12 (cont.)

(Five Evidences for the Resurrection) 

33

The Testimony of the Church (1-2)

The Testimony of Scripture (3-4)

The Testimony of Eyewitnesses (5-7)

The Testimony of a Special Witness (8-19)

The Testimony of the Common Message (11)

MacArthur



1 Corinthians 15:13-19
An Outline

?

THE THEOLOGICAL CONSEQUENCES OF NO RESURRECTION:

1…Christ would not be risen

2…Preaching the Gospel would be meaningless

3…Faith in Christ would be worthless

4…All witnesses to and preachers of the resurrection would be liars

THE PERSONAL CONSEQUENCES OF NO RESURRECTION:

5…All men would be in their sins

6…All former believers would have eternally perished

7…Christians would be the most pitiable people on Earth

MacArthur
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Matt 28:5-6

Mark 16:5-6

Luke 24:3-4

John 20:6-8



Discussion Questions 

1. Jesus died “according to the Scriptures.” Which Scripture comes to mind?

2. How could the empty tomb help you explain the gospel?

3. How could the witness of “five hundred” help you explain the gospel?

4. In verse 2 when it says you are being saved, it is in present continuous tense.  How is this 
different from you have been saved (by faith alone in Christ alone)?

5. Explain why Paul described himself “Last of all” in verse 8?

6. Describe Jesus’ physical body after his resurrection.

7. Explain how the phrase “Christ died for our sins” is the doctrinal summary of atonement.



Our Study of 1 Corinthians

This Meeting:
• 1 Corinthians 15:1-19 (Believer’s Resurrection: Historical Proof & Personal Proof)

• Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4

• Refreshment Host: Group B

Next Meeting:
• 1 Corinthians 15:20-34 (Believer’s Resurrection: Doctrinal Proof & Practical Proof)

• Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:21

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on 1 Corinthians, 2024 Edition, pp. 302-310 MacArthur New 

Testament Commentary, pp. 415-430

• Refreshment Host: Group C

37



Closing

• Prayer

• Small group discussion

38
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