All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
2 Timothy 3:16-17
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Announcements
• Welcome to the MOB!

• Website: www.ibcmob.net
• Please rise for a hymn of praise & invocation
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Memory Verse
Hebrews 11:7 (ESV)
By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events
as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for
the saving of his household. By this he condemned the
world and became an heir of the righteousness that
comes by faith.

Hebrews 11:7 (ESV)
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Last Meeting
Review:
• Genesis 3:1-24
•

Encountering Genesis, Chapter 2, pages 36-41

Read:
• Genesis 4:1 – 5:32
•
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This Meeting
Review:
• Genesis 4:1 – 5:32
•

Encountering Genesis, Chapter 4, pages 43-58

Read:
• Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
•
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Genesis Overview
Focus

Four Events

Four People

Reference

1:1 –
2:25

3:1 –
5:32

6:1 –
9:29

10:1 –
11:9

11:10 –
25:18

25:19 –
26:35

27:1 –
36:43

37:1 –
50:26

Division

Creation

Fall

Flood

Nations

Abraham

Isaac

Jacob

Joseph

The Human Race

The Chosen Race (Hebrews)

Primeval History / Historical

Patriarchal History / Biographical

Location

Fertile Crescent

Canaan

( Eden – Haran )

( Haran – Canaan )

Time

cir. 2,000 years

193 years

( cir. 4004 – 2090 B.C. )

( 2090 – 1897 B.C. )

Topic
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
v4a: The first תֹול ֧דֹות
ְ / toledoth (“These are the generations of…”
or “This is the history of…” or “account of…”)
1.The generations of heaven and earth (Genesis 2:4 – 4:26)
2.The generations of Adam (Genesis 5:1 – 6:8)
3.The generations of Noah (Genesis 6:9 – 9:29)
4.The generations of the sons of Noah (Genesis 10:1 – 11:9)
5.The generations of Shem (Genesis 11:10 – 26)
6.The generations of Terah (Genesis 11:27 – 25:11)
7.The generations of Ishmael (Genesis 25:12 – 18)
8.The generations of Isaac (Genesis 25:19 – 35:29)
9.The generations of Esau (Genesis 36:1 – 37:1)
10.The generations of Jacob (Genesis 37:2 – 50:26)
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
6 When man began to multiply on the face of the land and daughters were born to
them, 2 the sons of God saw that the daughters of man were attractive. And they took as
their wives any they chose. 3 Then the LORD said, “My Spirit shall not abide in man
forever, for he is flesh: his days shall be 120 years.” 4 The Nephilim were on the earth in
those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God came in to the daughters of man and
they bore children to them. These were the mighty men who were of old, the men of
renown.
5 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 6 And the LORD regretted that he had
made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. 7 So the LORD said, “I will blot out
man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things
and birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in
the eyes of the LORD.
9 These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his
generation. Noah walked with God. 10 And Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth.
11 Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence. 12 And
God saw the earth, and behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the
earth.
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
6:13 And

God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is
filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth.14 Make
yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with
pitch. 15 This is how you are to make it: the length of the ark 300 cubits, its breadth 50
cubits, and its height 30 cubits. 16 Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above, and
set the door of the ark in its side. Make it with lower, second, and third decks. 17 For
behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the
breath of life under heaven. Everything that is on the earth shall die. 18 But I will establish
my covenant with you, and you shall come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your
sons' wives with you. 19 And of every living thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of every
sort into the ark to keep them alive with you. They shall be male and female. 20 Of the birds
according to their kinds, and of the animals according to their kinds, of every creeping thing
of the ground, according to its kind, two of every sort shall come in to you to keep them
alive. 21 Also take with you every sort of food that is eaten, and store it up. It shall serve as
food for you and for them.” 22 Noah did this; he did all that God commanded him.
7 Then the LORD said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen
that you are righteous before me in this generation.
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
7:2 Take

with you seven pairs of all clean animals, the male and his mate, and a pair of the
animals that are not clean, the male and his mate, 3 and seven pairs of the birds of the
heavens also, male and female, to keep their offspring alive on the face of all the
earth. 4 For in seven days I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and every
living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.” 5 And Noah did all
that the LORD had commanded him.
6 Noah was six hundred years old when the flood of waters came upon the earth. 7 And
Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him went into the ark to escape the
waters of the flood. 8 Of clean animals, and of animals that are not clean, and of birds, and
of everything that creeps on the ground, 9 two and two, male and female, went into the ark
with Noah, as God had commanded Noah. 10 And after seven days the waters of the flood
came upon the earth.
11 In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of
the month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of
the heavens were opened. 12 And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights. 13 On
the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife and
the three wives of his sons with them entered the ark,
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
7:14 they

and every beast, according to its kind, and all the livestock according to their kinds,
and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, according to its kind, and every bird,
according to its kind, every winged creature.15 They went into the ark with Noah, two and
two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. 16 And those that entered, male and
female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him. And the LORD shut him in.
17 The flood continued forty days on the earth. The waters increased and bore up the ark,
and it rose high above the earth. 18 The waters prevailed and increased greatly on the
earth, and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 19 And the waters prevailed so mightily
on the earth that all the high mountains under the whole heaven were covered. 20 The
waters prevailed above the mountains, covering them fifteen cubits deep. 21 And all flesh
died that moved on the earth, birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures that swarm
on the earth, and all mankind. 22 Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils was the
breath of life died. 23 He blotted out every living thing that was on the face of the ground,
man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens. They were blotted out from
the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him in the ark. 24 And the waters
prevailed on the earth 150 days.
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
8 But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with him in
the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. 2 The
fountains of the deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from the
heavens was restrained, 3 and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the end of
150 days the waters had abated, 4 and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the
month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 5 And the waters continued to
abate until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of
the mountains were seen.
6 At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made 7 and sent
forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. 8 Then he
sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the
ground. 9 But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark,
for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took
her and brought her into the ark with him. 10 He waited another seven days, and again he
sent forth the dove out of the ark.11 And the dove came back to him in the evening, and
behold, in her mouth was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had
subsided from the earth. 12 Then he waited another seven days and sent forth the dove,
and she did not return to him anymore.
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
8:13 In

the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the
waters were dried from off the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the ark and
looked, and behold, the face of the ground was dry. 14 In the second month, on the twentyseventh day of the month, the earth had dried out. 15 Then God said to Noah, 16 “Go out
from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you.17 Bring out
with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful
and multiply on the earth.”18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons'
wives with him. 19 Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves
on the earth, went out by families from the ark.
God's Covenant with Noah
20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal and some of
every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when the LORD smelled the
pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of
man, for the intention of man's heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever again strike
down every living creature as I have done. 22 While the earth remains, seedtime and
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.”
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
9 And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the
earth. 2 The fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth and
upon every bird of the heavens, upon everything that creeps on the ground and all the fish
of the sea. Into your hand they are delivered. 3 Every moving thing that lives shall be food
for you. And as I gave you the green plants, I give you everything.4 But you shall not eat
flesh with its life, that is, its blood. 5 And for your lifeblood I will require a reckoning: from
every beast I will require it and from man. From his fellow man I will require a reckoning for
the life of man. 6 Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed,
for God made man in his own image. 7 And you, be fruitful and multiply, increase greatly on
the earth and multiply in it.”
8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish my covenant with
you and your offspring after you, 10 and with every living creature that is with you, the
birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark;
it is for every beast of the earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall
all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never again shall there be a flood to
destroy the earth.”
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
9:12 And

God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and
every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the
cloud, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring
clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant
that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, I will see
it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all
flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant that I have
established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
•
•
•
•

Outline
Chapter 6 – The Wickedness of Man; The Calling of Noah; The Details of the Ark
Chapter 7 – Worship and Obedience, The Flood Commences
Chapter 8 – The End of the Flood, The Re-habitation of the Earth
Chapter 9 – The Noahic Covenant
Isaiah 46:9-10
For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, declaring the end from the
beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will
accomplish all my purpose.’
Psalm 46:1-3, 10
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the
earth gives way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar
and foam, though the mountains tremble at its swelling…. ‘Be still and know that I am God.’
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
Chapter 6: The Wickedness of Man
• Genesis 6:1-2
– Possible meanings of “sons of God”:
•
•
•
•

Fallen angels (demons) who married human women – “sons of God” in OT means angels; 2 Peter, Jude references
Godly men (Sethites?) who married ungodly women (Cainites?) – concept of distinct godly lines inferred from Genesis 4-5
Demon-possessed men who married human women – in heaven we do not marry and are like angels per Matthew 22
Ungodly rulers/kings – Ancient Near East references to kings as “gods” / OT reference to judges as “gods” in Psalm 82

– Interpretation notes:
• Still unclear to us today; some choose to be dogmatic about it; although this is inspired Scripture, preference for one
meaning over the other is not a fundamental salvation principle
• Bottom line: It was sin that greatly offended God’s holiness and his design for man

• Genesis 6:3
– Possible interpretations of ( ֹֽלא־ י ָ֨דֹוןyā·ḏō·wn lō-)
• shall not abide in man forever (ESV); shall not strive with man forever (NASB, NKJV); will not remain with mankind forever
(HCSB); shall not always strive with man (KJV); will not contend with humans forever (NIV)

– Possible meanings:
• God will not put up with this present mankind for more than 120 years, giving time for Noah to preach and build the ark
• God would reduce man’s lifespan from that seen in Genesis 4-5 (900+ years for many listed) to no more than 120 years

• Genesis 6:5-7
– Clear interpretation and meaning in the text:
• The Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually. And the Lord regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the
Lord said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and
birds of the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” (ESV)
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
Chapter 6: The Calling of Noah
• Noah was distinguished and called because of God’s plan:
– First, “Noah found grace/favor in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 6:8)
– Then, “Noah was a righteous man.” (Genesis 6:9a)
– Then, “Noah walked with God.” (Genesis 6:9b)

• Abraham fits into a similar pattern of God’s plan:
– First, he was called (Genesis 12:1)
– And, he believed God (Genesis 15:6a)
– And, that was counted to him as righteousness (Genesis 15:6b, Romans 4:3, Galatians 3:6, James 2:23)

• The nation of Israel was set apart by God’s plan:
– Not because you were more in number than any other people (Deuteronomy 7:7)
– But it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping the oath he swore to your fathers (Deuteronomy 7:8)
– Know therefore that the Lord your God is God (Deuteronomy 7:9)
Hebrews 11:7-10
By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving
of his household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. By
faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went
out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations,
whose designer and builder is God.
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
Chapter 6: The Details of the Ark
• Construction (Genesis 6:14-16)
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Make yourself an ark of gopher wood
Make rooms in the ark, cover it inside/out with pitch
Make it with lower, second, and third decks
Dimensions: 300 x 50 x 30 cubits (450 x 75 x 45 feet)
Cargo area: >100,000 square feet
Cargo volume: >1,000,000 cubic feet
Make a roof (maybe window?) for the ark, and finish it to
a cubit above, and set the door of the ark in its side

• Contents (Genesis 6:18-21, 7:2-3)
– 8 humans: Noah and wife; Shem, Ham, Japheth and wives
– Two of “every living thing of all flesh” (animals and birds,
by kind), male and female
• Enough to ensure diversity and variation post-flood
– Seven pairs of “clean” animals and birds
• Enough to provide worthy sacrifices post-flood
– Enough food for all the above

• Covenant (Genesis 6:18; 7:16; 8:20-22; 9:8)
– God initiated and then expanded upon His covenant to
save Noah from the flood (first use of the term “covenant”)
– God shut them in (ESV, NKJV), closed the door (NASB, HCSB)
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
Chapter 7: Worship and Obedience
• Genesis 7 gives us pre-cursors to themes we find in the rest of the Pentateuch, OT, and NT
• Two important themes are worship and obedience, and we see Noah acting for both
• Worship
– 2 Peter 2:5 – Noah preached righteousness to his generation
– Genesis 7:2-3 – God commanded Noah to bring extra “clean” animals and birds along with the others
– Genesis 8:20 – Noah offered burnt offerings to the Lord upon leaving the ark

• Obedience
–
–
–
–

Genesis 6:14-22 – Noah followed God’s commands in the building the ark and loading the animals and birds
Genesis 7:1-5 – Noah followed God’s commands about distinguishing between clean and unclean
Genesis 7:11-16 – Noah followed God’s commands about embarking his family on the ark before the flood
Genesis 8:13-19 – Noah followed God’s commands about leaving the ark after the flood

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your strength.
Deuteronomy 10:12-14, 21-22
And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways,
to love him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and to keep the commandments
and statutes of the Lord, which I am commanding you today for your good? Behold, to the Lord your God belong
heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it. He is your praise. He is your God, who has done
for you these great and terrifying things that your eyes have seen.
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
Chapter 7: The Flood Commences
In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the
second month, on the seventeenth day of the
month, on that day all the fountains of the great
deep burst forth, and the windows of the
heavens were opened. And rain fell upon the
earth forty days and forty nights. And the
waters prevailed so mightily on the earth that
all the high mountains under the whole heaven
were covered. The waters prevailed above the
mountains, covering them fifteen cubits deep….
And all flesh died that moved on the earth,
birds, livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures
that swarm on the earth, and all mankind.
Everything on the dry land in whose nostrils
was the breath of life died. He blotted out every
living thing that was on the face of the ground,
man and animals and creeping things and birds
of the heavens. They were blotted out from the
earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were
with him in the ark. (Genesis 7:11-12, 19-23)
October 16, 2018

• Specific dates, indicating history, not allegory
– Accepted as history by Jesus (Matthew 24, Luke 17)
– Accepted as history by Peter (1 Peter 3; 2 Peter 2, 3)

• The floodwaters are from two sources from the creation,
fountains below and windows above (see Genesis 1:7)
– Waters which were under the firmament
– Waters which were above the firmament

• The earth was re-shaped in the aftermath of the
worldwide flood / “waters prevailed so mightily”
– The mountains rose (Psalm 104:8a)
– The valleys sank down (Psalm 104:8b)
– God set the sea’s new boundary (Psalm 104:9)

• The judgment of the flood
– God blotted out every living thing, just as he said he would
(Genesis 6:7, 7:4)
– Man is held accountable for his own sin (Genesis 6:5,
Romans 6:23)
– God is holy and just, and responsible for His judgment
(Genesis 6:7,13, 17; 7:4; 8:21)
– In all of this, God provided a means of salvation from
Himself (Genesis 6:14, 18; 7:16; 8:1)
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Day 20?
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Day 200?
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
Chapter 8: The End of the Flood
• God remembered…
– Noah (Genesis 8:1, 9:15,16)
– Abraham (Genesis 19:29), Rachel (Genesis 30:22)
– His covenant (Exodus 2:24, 6:5; Leviticus 26:42,45;
Psalm 105:8,42, 106:45; Luke 1:72)
– Hannah (1 Samuel 1:19)
– His people (Psalm 136:23)
– His people’s devotion (Jeremiah 2:2)
– His people’s wickedness (Jeremiah 14:10; Hosea 7:2, 8:13)
– Cornelius (Acts 10:31)
– Babylon (Revelation 16:19, 18:5)

• Sending of the raven (Genesis 8:6-7)
– Flew to and fro until the waters were dried up
– The raven is a scavenger and will eat rotted carcasses –
perhaps a reminder of the worldwide death still present

• Sending of the dove (Genesis 8:8-12)
– Brought back nothing the first week, an olive branch
the second week, and made a home the third week
– The dove was selective, it found life, and represented
the fulfillment of God’s salvation (Matthew 3:16-17)
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
Chapter 8: The Re-habitation of the Earth
Then God said to Noah, “Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons' wives with you.
Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.”
(Genesis 8:15-16)

• An important phrase in this passage is “be fruitful and multiply”
• We have seen this command before and will see it several more times in the Pentateuch, as a means
of proliferating physical families and God’s glory
–
–
–
–

Genesis 1 – To Adam, after the initial creation of the world
Genesis 9 – To Noah, after the worldwide judgment of the flood
Genesis 26 – To Isaac and his family, after a famine
Leviticus 16, Deuteronomy 7 – To the children of Israel, after wandering in the wilderness

• In the New Testament, we are neither Jew nor Greek (Galatians 3:28), and we have a new covenant:
– John 15:16-18 – You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you should go and bear fruit
and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These
things I command you, so that you will love one another.
Galatians 5:22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law.
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
Chapter 9: The Noahic Covenant
• Some rules for a new civilization
– Initiator: God, who focused on the proper value of life in His creation
– Animal life: Properly subjugated under man’s dominion, including the ability to eat all meat (along with plants)
• Condition: Not to be eaten with its lifeblood still in it
– Human life: Properly elevated to be valued as of the image of God
• Condition: “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed”
• Result: The establishment of man-enforced government; the justice of the death penalty

• A covenant for a new world
–
–
–
–
–

Initiator: God, who formalized and expanded His covenant from before the flood
Parties: God and Noah and his offspring (that includes us!) and with every beast of the earth
Content: “Never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth” *
Conditions: None
Sign: “I have set my rainbow in the clouds”

• * Some important notes about God’s covenant regarding the flood:
– Jesus tied the judgment of the flood to the future final judgment of/on the earth (Matthew 24:35-39)
– Revelation 16 clearly tells of these judgments – none of them are a worldwide flood, and all of them are bad
• Painful sores; sea, rivers, and springs turned to blood; scorching heat from the sun;
• Darkness; dried up River Euphrates and gathering for battle at Armageddon; terrible earthquake
Revelation 3:20
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat
with him, and he with me.
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Closing

Questions
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Question: Who is the rainbow for?
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Discussion & Application
1. Who is the rainbow for? Read Genesis 9:12-16 in several translations. What does
it say about the rainbow?
2. What does an unconditional covenant mean?

3. Was Noah perfect? On what basis did God call him righteous and blameless? Are
there other examples of righteousness in the Old Testament? What is the basis
for those pronouncement? What do we learn from Psalm 14 and Romans 3 – 4?
4. Was Noah faithful and obedient? Compare this question/answer to the one
above about being perfect. What do we learn from Hebrews 11?
5. What does the account of Noah and the flood mean to you regarding God’s
patience? What about God’s grace?
6. What miraculous works of God stand out to you in the Old and New Testaments?
How does your belief in these affect your understanding of the flood?
7. What does Jesus’ use of Noah and the flood mean to you?
8. How does the judgment of the world during the time of Noah affect your view of
future judgment? Is God just?
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Next Meeting
Review:
• Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
•

Encountering Genesis, Chapter 4, pages 58-62

Read:
• Genesis 9:18 – 11:32
•
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Closing

Benediction
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Study References
Primary Reference: The Holy Bible (always)
Secondary Reference / Commentary: The Holy Bible (always)
“The Bible is always the best commentary on the Bible.”
Additional References (as time permits):
• Encountering the Book of Genesis, Bill T. Arnold, Baker Books, 1998
• Dr. Constable's Notes on Genesis (Full Commentary - FREE pdf download)
• Grace to You - John MacArthur's sermons on Genesis (audio files & transcripts)
• Hebrew Interlinear (look up the meaning of the original Hebrew words)

• “Genesis,” by Allen P. Ross, in The Bible Knowledge Commentary – Old Testament, edited
by John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, David C. Cook Publisher, Colorado Springs, CO 1985
• Others references available at www.ibcmob.net/resources and online
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Bible Study
Inductive Bible Study Approach:
• Observation – What does it say?
• Interpretation – What does it mean?

• Application – How do I apply this in my life?
Primary Reference: The Holy Bible
Secondary Reference / Commentary: The Holy Bible
Additional References:
• Encountering the Book of Genesis, Bill T. Arnold, Baker Books, 1998
• Dr. Constable's Notes on Genesis (Full Commentary - FREE pdf download)
• Grace to You - John MacArthur's sermons on Genesis (audio files & transcripts)
October 16, 2018
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Interpreting Scripture
(Ref. IBC What We Teach)

1. Normal - understanding the words of Scripture in their
common usage unless otherwise indicated by the context.
2. Literal - understanding the meaning of Scripture in its
ordinary sense unless the context requires a figurative
interpretation.
3. Grammatical - using the recognized rules of grammar
to interpret the text.

4. Historical - understanding the words of Scripture in the
context of the times in which they were written.
5. Systematic - categorizing and comparing the teaching
of the Scriptures with the whole of Scripture in view.
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Genesis 6:1 – 9:17
For Further Study – Question: "Does God change His mind?"
Malachi 3:6 declares, “I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.”
James 1:17 tells us, “Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not
change like shifting shadows.”
• How do we explain verses that seem to say that God does change His mind? Verses such as Genesis 6:6, “The LORD was
grieved that He had made man on the earth, and His heart was filled with pain.” Another passage that is often used to show
that God changes His mind is the story of Jonah. God had told Nineveh He would destroy the city in forty days (Jonah 3:4).
However, Nineveh repented of their sin (verses 5–9).
• There are two important considerations involving the passages that say God changed His mind.
– First, we can say statements such as “the LORD was grieved that He had made man on the earth” are examples of anthropopathism.
Anthropopathism is a figure of speech in which the feelings or thought processes of finite humanity are ascribed to the infinite God. It’s
a way to help us understand God’s work from a human perspective. In Genesis 6:6 specifically, we understand God’s sorrow over man’s
sin. God obviously did not reverse His decision to create man. The fact that we are alive today is proof that God did not “change His
mind” about the creation.
– Second, we must make a distinction between conditional declarations of God and unconditional determinations of God. In other words,
when God said, “I will destroy Nineveh in forty days,” He was speaking conditionally upon the Assyrians’ response. God did not change
His mind; rather, His message to Nineveh was a warning meant to provoke repentance, and His warning was successful.

• An example of an unconditional declaration of God is the Lord’s promise to David, “Your house and your kingdom will endure
forever before me; your throne will be established forever” (2 Samuel 7:16). There is no qualification expressed or implied in
this declaration. No matter what David did or did not do, the word of the Lord would come to pass.
• The bottom line is that God is entirely consistent. In His holiness, God was going to judge Nineveh. However, Nineveh
repented and changed its ways. As a result, God, in His holiness, had mercy on Nineveh and spared them. This “change of
mind” is entirely consistent with His character. His holiness did not waver one iota.
• The fact that God changes His treatment of us in response to our choices has nothing to do with His character. In fact, because
God does not change, He must treat the righteous differently from the unrighteous.
Excerpted from: https://www.gotquestions.org/God-change-mind.html
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