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Subject: Last Nite's MOB Study on Matthew 4

"But He (Jesus) answered and said, "It is written, "Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds from the mouth of God!" (Matthew 4:4)

This was the response by Jesus to Satan's temptation to "turn these stones into bread"!  Jesus--after having been baptized by John the Baptist and "beholding the heavens opened and the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting upon Him...and a voice out of the heavens (from the Father) declaring, "This is My beloved son, in whom I am well pleased!" (last week's lesson on Matthew 3)--was "led by the Spirit (the same Holy Spirit) into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil"!  Satan sees His potential vulnerability! He (Jesus) had "fasted for forty days and forty nights," and was obviously very hungry!  He could have satisfied His physical need for food by employing the divine power He had "set aside" in His "humiliation," when He came into this world (having "emptied Himself, taking on the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of man," Philippians 2:7 says)--but, in so doing, violate the plan of God!  He "resisted" Satan and the "lust of the flesh" and trusted His Father instead!

J. Vernon McGee once said: "He was tested to demonstrate that He was exactly who He claimed to be!"  Dr. Constable writes that God allowed His Son to be tested just as He had allowed Israel to be tested in the wilderness, "to prove their obedience and loyalty in preparation for their anointed work!"  Jesus, in fact, quoted God's words spoken to the Children of Israel, from Deuteronomy 8:2-3: "You shall remember all the way the Lord your God led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not.  He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord!"

Well, as you know, the temptations in Matthew 4 didn't stop there!  Satan "took Him into the holy city...to the pinnacle of the temple" and said, "If you are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written (Satan, here quoting, actually mis-quoting, Scripture!), "He will command His angels concerning you; on their hands they will bear You up, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone!" (conveniently leaving out the part from Psalm 91:11-12, "to guard You in all Your ways"!)  But Jesus resisted Satan's temptation, with words from Deuteronomy 6:16, that "you shall not put the Lord your God to the test!"

Then there was the third temptation, in vs. 8-11, where the devil "took Jesus to a very high mountain and showed, and "offered," Him immediate dominion over "all the kingdoms of the world...if He would fall down and worship him"!  At this point, Jesus commanded Satan to "go away"!  Because "it is written (quoting again from Deuteronomy), "You shall worship the Lord your God, and serve Him only!"  With that the devil left, Matthew 4:11 says, and "angels began to minister to Him!"

So, how does all this apply to us?

Hebrews 4:15-16 says: "For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin!  Therefore, let us come boldly to the throne of grace that we may find help in time of need!"

I Corinthians 10:13 says: "No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it!"

David Platt, pastor of McLean Bible Church and speaking of the three temptations in Matthew 4, writes that "we need to acknowledge and be reminded of six realities: (1) There is an invisible spiritual world (just as a visible, natural world)! (2) We're involved in a spiritual war! (In fact, all history is a story of spiritual warfare!) (3) Our enemy is formidable! (4) The stakes are eternal! (5) The scope is universal!  And (6) Our involvement is personal!  (The implications for all of us are compelling!)

Well, there's more to Matthew 4!  Picking up in verse 12, where Matthew writes about the beginning of Jesus' "public ministry"--after hearing that John the Baptist "had been taken into custody"!   But there's actually a big gap in time and events in Jesus' ministry between verses 11 and 12, and between 12 and 13, which Matthew chose not to cover, but which is covered by Luke and John in their writings--and which place the remaining verses of Matthew 4 in proper context!  Including how Jesus, in Luke 4:16-30, returned to His hometown of Nazareth, where He entered the synagogue on a Sabbath and "stood up to read from the book of the prophet Isaiah, "where it was written, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed Me to preach the gospel of the poor...to set free those who are oppressed...to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord...!  And He closed the book...and said: "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in our hearing!"  Luke continues, in verse 24, "All the people in the synagogue were filled with rage and got up and drove Him out of the city and tried to throw Him over a cliff!  But He passed through their midst and went His way!"   Wow!

The John records more, in John 1:19-4:42, including more about John the Baptist's witness and testimony--sometime after Jesus' earlier baptism--when he (John) saw Jesus "coming," and proclaimed: "Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!"  And, later, how he testified, in verses 32-34, how he had seen "the Spirit descending as a dove of heaven and remaining on Him...and that "this is the Son of God!"  Then again, "the next day," as he was standing with two of his (John's) disciples (Andrew and probably John), exclaiming again: "Behold the Lamb of God!"  And how he encouraged them to leave him and follow Jesus, saying (in John 3:30) that "He (Jesus) must increase but I must decrease!"

Then, in John 2:1-12, where He turned water into wine, at the wedding in Cana of Galilee, which was His first miracle, and a "sign" that "manifested His glory"--again in the presence of some "would-be" disciples," who it says, at that time "believed"!

All this and more, establishes the context of Matthew 4 concerning the official beginning of Jesus' "public ministry"!  Among other things, explaining how, after Jesus set up His "headquarters" in Capernaum, a new light "dawned" in that very region, and how "the people who walked in darkness would see a great light," as prophesied by Isaiah (in Isaiah 9:3); and how the "message of repentance" would set the tone for Jesus' entire earthly ministry!  It also explains why Andrew, Peter, James, and John, having seen what Jesus said and did, would "immediately leave the boat and their father and follow Him"!

And so, we see, in Matthew 4, the beginning of Jesus' public ministry where the "word" got out and "large crowds followed Him from Galilee and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and from beyond the Jordan"!  People from afar streaming to hear and follow Him--many to be healed--all marveling at His words and deeds, and all anticipating the advent of the kingdom of heaven, and Jesus, the Messiah, the "King of the Jews"!

And, as verse 23 notes, Jesus, "teaching in the synagogues, and proclaiming the gospel ("good news") of the kingdom, and healing of every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people"  Wow!

Next week: introducing the "Sermon on the Mount" from the very "mouth of God"!

May His Word go with you!
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