
For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also 
to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

Romans 1:16-17
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• Welcome to the MOB!

• Website:  www.ibcmob.net

• Core Strength, Tuesdays, 6:00 AM, The Acts of the Apostles

• WACMM Men’s Conference, October 21, 2017,                             
8:30 AM – 3:30 PM, McLean Bible Church, McLean, VA

• Women's Apologetics Conference: "Conversations that Count“ 
IBC, October 20, 2017, 4:00 - 9:00 PM;                                            
and October 21, 8:30 AM - 12:00 noon

• Parenting Seminar: Raising Sexually Healthy Kids,                            
IBC, November 11, 2017, 9:30 AM - 3:30 PM

Announcements

October 17, 2017 Romans 1:18-32

http://www.ibcmob.net/
https://immanuelbible.church/ministries/men
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1+-+10&version=ESV
http://www.wacmm.org/
https://immanuelbible.church/women/womens-apologetics
https://immanuelbible.church/family/harvest-usa-seminar


Romans 1:18-20 (NASB)

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who 
suppress the truth in unrighteousness, because that 
which is known about God is evident to them. For 
since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, 
His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
seen, being understood through what has been made, 
so that they are without excuse.  

Romans 1:18-20 (NASB)

Memory Verse
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Focus
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Application 
of God’s 

Righteousness

Reference 1:1 – 3:20 3:21 – 5:21 6:1 – 8:39 9:1-29
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Probably written in Corinth (Greece) around 57 AD

Romans
Outline
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1+-+16&version=ESV


Encountering the Book of Romans

Ch. 3: The Theme of Romans:  What is 
Romans about?

• The Gospel regarding God’s Son (1:1-5) 

• The Gospel and the Righteousness of 
God (1:16-17)

The Purpose of Romans 

The Structure of Romans

Review

– Romans

Read

– Romans 1:1-17

Supplemental Reading

– Encountering Chapter 
3, pages 21-34 

5

“Paul is concerned to explain 
how God’s new work in Christ 
can integrate both Jews and 

gentiles into one new people” 
– Moo, p.22

Key Thought

October 17, 2017 Romans 1:18-32

Last Meeting

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A1-17&version=ESV


God’s Wrath against Sinners

Review:  

• Romans 1:1-17

Study: 

• Romans 1:18-32

• Encountering Chapter 4, pages 37-43 

This Meeting

Romans 1:18-32 6October 17, 2017

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A1-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1:18-32&version=ESV


Romans 1:18-32 (ESV)
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their 
unrighteousness suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known 
about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 
20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the 
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. 
So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, 
they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they 
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and 
exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping 
things.



Romans 1:18-32 (ESV)
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts 
to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among 
themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth about 
God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable 
passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for 
those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the men likewise 
gave up natural relations with women and were consumed 
with passion for one another, men committing shameless 
acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty 
for their error. 



Romans 1:18-32 (ESV)
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, 
God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought 
not to be done. 29 They were filled with all manner of 
unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full 
of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are 
gossips, 30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, 
boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 
31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. 32 Though they 
know God's righteous decree that those who practice 
such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give 
approval to those who practice them. 



Inductive Bible Study
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Observation – What does the Scripture say? 

Interpretation – What does the Scripture mean? 

Application – How should I apply God’s Truth in my life? 



“Sandwich” Approach
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Good News

Bad News

Good News

Romans 1:1-17 

Romans 1:18 – 3:20

Romans 3:21 – 16:27

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A1-17+&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A18+%E2%80%93+3%3A20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+3%3A21+%E2%80%93+16%3A27&version=ESV


Good News (Gospel)
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Romans 1:16-17 (ESV)  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

Romans 3:21-25 (ESV)  But now apart from the Law the righteousness 
of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the 
Prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace 
through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed 
publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to 
demonstrate His righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He 
passed over the sins previously committed;



Good News (Gospel)
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Romans 1:16-17 (ESV)  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first 
and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed 
from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” 

Romans 3:21-25 (ESV) But now apart from the Law the righteousness 
of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law and the 
Prophets, even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all those who believe; for there is no distinction; for all [m]have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His 
grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; whom God 
displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was 
to demonstrate His righteousness, [p]because in the forbearance of 
God He passed over the sins previously committed;



Romans 1:18-32
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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Observation: 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. (ESV) 
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness. (NASB) 

Interpretation: God reveals Himself to men by punishing 
them for their ungodly and unrighteous (sinful) thoughts 
(Matthew 5:27-30) and deeds (Matthew 5:21-22). 

WHY does God reveal Himself this way? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A27-30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-22&version=ESV


Romans 1:18-32
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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Observation: 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. (ESV) 
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness. (NASB) 

Interpretation: God reveals Himself to men by punishing 
them for their ungodly and unrighteous (sinful) thoughts 
(Matthew 5:27-30) and deeds (Matthew 5:21-22). 

WHY does God reveal Himself this way? 
Answer: Men suppress the truth so they can sin! 
God is perfectly holy and must judge and punish sin. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A27-30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A21-22&version=ESV


Romans 1:18-32
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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Observation: 19 For what can be known about God is plain 
to them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For His 
invisible attributes, namely, His eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the 
creation of the world, in the things that have been made. 
So they are without excuse. 

Interpretation: God reveals Himself to man by punishing 
ungodliness because He has provided OVERWHELMING 
evidence in nature (God’s creation) of Who He is: an 
eternally all powerful God.  This is so obvious that all men
everywhere and throughout all time are without excuse. 



Romans 1:18-32
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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Romans 1:18-32
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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Romans 1:18-32
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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Observation: 21 For although they knew God, they did not 
honor Him as God or give thanks to Him, but they became 
futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged 
the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal 
man and birds and animals and creeping things. 

Interpretation: When men do not honor God as God or give 
Him thanks for everything, they “lose their minds”                
(i.e., foolish, futile thinking; darkened hearts) and begin to 
worship created things instead of the Creator! 
“Claiming to be wise” – Remember Genesis 3 (“be like God”) 
Dark hearts produce all kinds of evil – more to follow… 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3&version=ESV


Romans 1:18-32
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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Egyptian “gods” Greek & Roman “gods”

Who are our 
American “gods”?



Romans 1:18-32
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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Romans 1:18-32
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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Romans 1:18-32 (ESV)
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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Observation: 24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of 
their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies 
among themselves, 25 because they exchanged the truth 
about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen. 

Interpretation: Because men exchange the truth about 
God for a lie (Genesis 3) and worship and serve the creature 
rather than the Creator, God gives men over to their base 
desires (e.g., adultery, sexual addiction, perversion, etc.). 

“The more you give yourself over to something, 
the more you become given over to it.”

– Tim Keller, former Senior Pastor, Redeemer Presbyterian Church, NYC

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3&version=ESV


Romans 1:18-32 (ESV)
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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Observation: 26 For this reason God gave them up to 
dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural 
relations for those that are contrary to nature; 27 and the 
men likewise gave up natural relations with women and 
were consumed with passion for one another, men 
committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error. 28 And since 
they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up 
to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. 

Interpretation:  dishonorable passions = homosexuality 
Homosexuality (and worse) is a very clear indication that 
the wrath of God is on a person, a society, a nation… 



Romans 1:18-32 (ESV)
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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Observation: What do all of these sins have in common? 

They are: 30

11. Slanders
12. Haters of God
13. Insolent
14. Haughty
15. Boastful
16. Inventors of Evil
17. Disobedient to Parents
18. Foolish
19. Faithless
20. Heartless
21. Ruthless 

29 They were filled 
with all manner of: 
1. Unrighteousness 
2. Evil
3. Covetousness
4. Malice
5. Envy
6. Murder
7. Strife
8. Deceit
9. Maliciousness
10. Gossips 



Romans 1:18-32 (ESV)
God's Wrath Against Sinners
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Observation: 32 Though they know God's righteous 
decree that those who practice such things deserve to 
die, they not only do them, but give approval to those 
who practice them. 

Interpretation: All kinds of evil, destructive behavior is a 
clear sign that God’s wrath is on a person, a society, or a 
nation because, although people know better (every 
person has a conscience and can see the evidence for the 
Almighty Creator in nature – General Revelation), they 
deliberately, intentionally do evil themselves and approve 
of others doing likewise.  All are guilty before God and 
deserve His wrath.  Everyone knows this… BAD NEWS. 



Jews Are “Without Excuse” 

(More Bad News) 

Review:  

• Romans 1:1-32

Study: 

• Romans 2:1-29

• Encountering Chapter 5, pages 45-53 

Next Meeting
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A1-32&version=ESV
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Romans 1:18-32 (ESV)
God's Wrath on Unrighteousness
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What will YOU do? 



Romans 1:18-32 (ESV)
God's Wrath on Unrighteousness
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Life Priorities:

1) Acknowledge God 

2) Know God 

3) Honor God

4) Give Thanks to God 



Romans 1:18-32
Discussion & Application

1. How do you and will you acknowledge God?

2. How do you and will you know God better? 

3. How do you and will you honor God? 

4. How do you and will you give thanks to God? 

5. How will you treat others trapped in sin? 

6. Confess your sins.  Practice James 5:16. 

7. Pray for our Nation and our national leaders. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5%3A16&version=ESV


Romans 1:18-32
Discussion & Application

8. If God is love, how do you explain His wrath?
9. When did you first believe that God is real and why 

did you believe? 
10. What are some common excuses for not believing in 

God and how do you respond? 
11. Why would anyone prefer to worship the creature

rather than the Creator?
12. In what modern ways are people guilty of idolatry?

What are your idols?
13. If a homosexual person says, “I was born this way,” or,

“God made me this way,” how do you respond? 
14. What is the difference between knowing about God

and knowing God?
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Closing

• Questions? 

• Comments? 

• Closing Prayer 
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Scripture Interpretation

• Normal - understanding the words of Scripture in their common 

usage unless otherwise indicated by the context.

• Literal - understanding the meaning of Scripture in its ordinary 

sense unless the context requires a figurative interpretation.

• Grammatical - using the recognized rules of grammar to 

interpret the text.

• Historical - understanding the words of Scripture in the context 

of the times in which they were written.

• Systematic - categorizing and comparing the teaching of the 

Scriptures with the whole of Scripture in view.
http://immanuelbible.net/discover/teach
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