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Subject: Last Nite's MOB Study on Matthew 7

"In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets!" (Matthew 7:12)

Jesus brings things to a head with His closing remarks in the "Sermon of the Mount," in Matthew 7.  Pastor Alex Hairgrove summed up this text last nite as basically "warnings" from Jesus, plus the oft-quoted (but oft-misunderstood!) "golden rule"!

While Matthew 5 and 6 deal primarily with attitudes and motives, as well as desires and ambitions, Matthew 7 deals primarily with the believer's relationships with others and ultimately with God, and our eternal destiny!

How often we hear today people, from all walks of life, people with no real regard for the Bible, draw on the words "judge not," when defending their (or other's) sinful behavior, or refer to the "golden rule" as the right conduct to follow - for others!

Jesus told His disciples (and to the mingling "crowds" hanging on to every word coming out of His mouth!) to "judge not, that they be not judged"!  And to "notice (and "take out"!) the log that is in your own eye...before looking (and "taking out") the speck in your brother's eye"!  The context of Jesus' statement is that believers and followers of Him (Christians!) shouldn't be characterized with hypocrisy, or by a "judgmental attitude"!  The "Law" (in Leviticus 19:15) commanded God's people: "You shall do no injustice in judgment!  And Jesus would later say, in John 7:24, not to judge "according to appearance," but to "judge with righteous judgement!"  So, it's clear that Jesus wasn't saying that a Christian should "overlook" the sin in one another (and surely not in ourselves)!  In fact, it has to do with "righteous" judgment (and self-examination!), and a "ministry of restoration"!  The apostle Paul, in Galatians 6:1, would write: "Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted."

Then, in verses 7-11, Jesus assures His followers that God--as our "heavenly Father"--wants to give them what is "good" to those who "ask" (and "seek," and "knock")!  Sounds like a kind of persistence that Jesus was looking for--like a child with his or her earthly father!  Martyn Lloyd-Jones calls these verses "...one of those great comprehensive and gracious promises which are to be found only in the Bible"!

And then follows the "golden rule," with a "therefore" included that goes back to verse 11, and a reference to "the Father who gives good gifts to those who ask Him"! That we're to "treat others in the same way (doing "good") that we want them to treat us"!  It follows!  Alex noted that in the Jewish culture it took on a more negative focus: "not to do to others what you wouldn't want them to do to you"!  Jesus turned it into a "positive"!  A "do-attitude"!  With His followers taking the initiative in endeavoring to seek the welfare of others!

The rest of Matthew 7 deals with "two by twos"!  Two "ways" of life!  Two kinds of "fruit": good fruit and bad fruit!  Two responses to those who try to enter the "kingdom of heaven"!  And two builders: one who builds his house on the sand and one who builds it on a "Rock"!

In verses 12-14, it's about the "broad way" that, Jesus said, leads to destruction, and the "narrow way" that leads to life!  This analogy is consistent with what is clearly taught in both the Old and New Testaments!  Jeremiah 21:8 says: "Thus says the Lord, "Behold, I set before you the way of life and the way of death!"  Jesus said, in John 14:6: "I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me!"  Jesus clearly ruling out the premise we hear people so often lean on today: "Well, we all worship the same God and we'll all end up someday in the same place!"  Not so, says Jesus and the Bible!

Then (in verses 15-20) Jesus warns His followers to "beware of false prophets who come in with sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves," noting that they would "know them by their fruits"--just as "every good tree bears good fruit and every bad tree bears bad fruit."  In other words, as Alex pointed out, their actions will, sooner or later, betray them!

Jesus then gave some stunning news!  "Not everyone who says to Me, "Lord, Lord"--or even "prophecies in My name..." or in My name casts out demons...and performs miracle" will enter the kingdom of heaven!  Wow!  Another reminder that salvation is not based on "works"!

Well, Jesus closes His sermon with a chilling parable! The foolish man who "builds His house on the sand," versus the wise man who "build His house on a rock"!  When the "rain fell and the floods came, and the wind blew," you know what happened to each of the houses!  Another warning about the "day of judgment" coming! 

David Platt describes how, with Jesus concluding His Sermon on the Mount, we're all faced with three different realities:

1) The options are limited!  There are only two roads--one that leads to life, and another one that leads to destruction!

2) The "fruit" is evident!  Like the tree that bears good fruit, and the tree that bears bad fruit!

3) And the consequences are eternal!  When the storm comes, the house that is built on the Rock (Jesus Christ) stands; while the house built on sand (the world and self) will fall!

And so, Jesus concludes His Sermon on the Mount!  And, Matthew writes, the "crowds were amazed," because Jesus taught them "as One having authority (which of course He had!) and not as their scribes"!

And the questions (warnings?) for us: how should we respond?  

We'll see more of that "authority" demonstrated (as well as reasons we should respond!) as we move on next week to Matthew 8!

Meanwhile, go with God this week, men--and remember (always!) Jesus' teaching from the Sermon of the Mount, including the "golden rule" and, more importantly, the choices we, and everyone else in our world needs to make, and (mainly!) to place our faith and hope in Jesus alone!
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