
WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!

For God, who said, "Let light shine out of 

darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:6 (ESV)

Second Corinthians 4:16-18 - Welcome & Introduction 1November 11, 2025
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Announcements

◼ MOB Website & Resources:  www.ibcmob.net

◼ Parking Supervisors Needed, see Steve McCarty

◼ English as a Second Language (ESL).  Volunteers Needed

◼ https://immanuelbible.church/kids-volunteer-opportunities

❑ AWANA, K-Station greeters, Sunday School teachers / assistants
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2 Corinthians Outline
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Ministry Saints Apostleship
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Topics
Character of Paul Collection of Saints Credentials of Paul

Ephesus to Macedonia: Change of 
Itinerary

Macedonia: Preparation 
for Visit to Corinth

To Corinth: Imminence of Paul’s 
Visit

Place Written in Macedonia 

Time circa A.D. 56 
Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa, Talk Thru the Bible (Nashville: T. Nelson, 1983), 387.
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Please Rise

◼ Invocation/Prayer.

◼Song: 

“Let The Weight Of Your Glory Fall”

https://youtu.be/TZ5YlUzqHJU
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Let The Weight Of Your Glory Fall

1 of 7

5

Spirit of the Sovereign Lord                                                                                                 

Come and make Your presence known                                                                                            

Reveal the glory of the Living God                                                                                           

Spirit of the Sovereign Lord                                                                                                 

Come and make Your presence known                                                                                            

Reveal the glory of the Living God



Let The Weight Of Your Glory Fall

4 of 7

6

Let the weight of Your glory cover us                                                                                        

Let the life of Your river flow                                                                                              

Let the truth of Your kingdom reign in us                                                                                    

Let the weight of Your glory                                                                                                 

Let the weight of Your glory fall



Let The Weight Of Your Glory Fall

3 of 7

7

Spirit of the Sovereign Lord                                                                                                 

Come and make Your presence known                                                                                            

Reveal the glory of the Living God                                                                                           

Spirit of the Sovereign Lord                                                                                                 

Come and make Your presence known                                                                                            

Reveal the glory of the Living God



Let The Weight Of Your Glory Fall

4 of 7

8

Let the weight of Your glory cover us                                                                                        

Let the life of Your river flow                                                                                              

Let the truth of Your kingdom reign in us                                                                                    

Let the weight of Your glory                                                                                                 

Let the weight of Your glory fall



Let The Weight Of Your Glory Fall

5 of 7

9

And we do not seek Your hand                                                                                                 

We only seek Your face                                                                                                       

We want to know You                                                                                                          

We want to see You                                                                                                           

Reveal Your glory in this place



Let The Weight Of Your Glory Fall

6 of 7
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Let the weight of Your glory cover us                                                                                        

Let the life of Your river flow                                                                                              

Let the truth of Your kingdom reign in us                                                                                    

Let the weight of Your glory                                                                                                 

Let the weight of Your glory fall



Let The Weight Of Your Glory Fall

7 of 7

11

Let the weight of Your glory cover us                                                                                        

Let the life of Your river flow                                                                                              

Let the truth of Your kingdom reign in us                                                                                    

Let the weight of Your glory                                                                                                 

Let the weight of Your glory fall                                                                                            

Let the weight of Your glory                                                                                                 

Let the weight of Your glory fall
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Our Study of 2 Corinthians

◼ Last Meeting:
◼ Second Corinthians 4:7–15, “Treasure in Jars of Clay”
◼ Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 4:8
◼ Reading: MacArthur pp. 137-148 or Dr. Constable’s Notes, pp. 71-76

◼ This Meeting:
◼ Second Corinthians 4:16-18, “Eternal Weight of Glory”
◼ Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 4:16
◼ Reading: MacArthur pp. 149-158 or Dr. Constable’s Notes, pp. 77-78

◼ Refreshment Host: Group A 
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Memory Verse

2 Corinthians 4:16 (ESV)

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self 
is wasting away, our inner self is being 

renewed day by day. 
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Second Corinthians

14
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Paradoxes in the Pauline Epistles *

• Paradox is an unusual and apparently self-contradictory rhetorical statement or 

concept that departs dramatically from accepted opinion.

• Paul uses it as a literary device to accentuate theological truths that could best be 

expressed through paradoxical statements. 

• When two truths, such as a weak person who is weak and a strong person who is 

strong, are presented as a paradox ("when I am weak then I am strong"), the result 

is a third truth that overrides the first and second truths. 

• This third truth is a divine truth that is significant for either doctrine or application or 

both. However, nonbelievers cannot grasp this third truth. (1 COR 2:14)

• Tozer wrote, the Christian life is a life of paradoxes, but paradoxes that reveal 

profound truth.

* Larry J. Waters, “Paradoxes in the Pauline Epistles,” Bibliotheca Sacra 167 (October-December 2010): 423-41
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2 Corinthians 4:16-18 (ESV)

16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is 
wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by 

day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing 
for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 

18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to the 
things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are 

transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal.
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16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer 
self is wasting away, our inner self is being 

renewed day by day.

Rejection of despair repeats verse 1.  Recall you repeat things for emphasis.  And in Hebrew prophecy is denoted by 

repeating something twice or three times.  Unlike the Greek culture where prophecy is foretelling something, that then 

comes to past.  

Decay of the outer and re-creation of the inner person summarizes verses 7, 10-12.

Following bullets by MacArthur:

He could endure anything in the physical realm because he was far more concerned about the spiritual realm.                  

(see Gal. 6:17).

Life’s trials, troubles, and difficulties serve only to build inner strength, because they drive believers to humbly, prayerfully, 

hopefully depend on God.  (see Isaiah 40:28-31)

Recognizing that motivates believers to value the inner man over the outer man, and that produces spiritual endurance.
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17 For this light momentary affliction is 
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 

beyond all comparison,

• The suffering affliction echoes abstractly the listed hardships of verses 8-9, though not now 

limiting them to the Apostle but rather applying them to all believers. (2 COR 2:5)

• Why did Paul not take to heart the attack he faced in Corinth?  I believe it is because he was 

instructed by Jesus, he would face persecution everywhere he went. (Acts 9:16) (Phil. 3:10)

• While the glory picks up the great theme from 3:11, 12, 18; and 4:4,6.

• Paul described his 18 sufferings in 2 COR 11:23-28:  Stripes, Prisons, Beaten, Stoned, 

Shipwrecked, Robers, Perils of waters, In perils of my own countrymen, In perils of the 

Gentiles, In perils in the city, In perils in the wilderness, In perils in the sea, In perils among 

false brethren, In weariness and toil, In sleeplessness often, In hunger and thirst, In fastings 

often, and In cold and nakedness.

• Because of the Fall we lost our robes of glory (Eccl. 7:29) – See Next Slide
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Oiketerion

• Oiketerion is a dwelling-place, habitation (Strongs 3613).  It’s used twice in the Bible.

• Also refers to our resurrected body.  When we can see God face to face.

• A dwelling-place, habitation.  Of the body as the dwelling-place of the spirit.  It is heavenly in 

origin and endowed with glory, power, and immortality, suited for presence before God.

• Jude 1:6 references those angels that fell from glory when they chose to follow Satan in his 

rebellion.  They lost their habitation and can never regain it.  

• 2nd Corinthians 5:2 references Born Again Believers, “longing to be clothed with our dwelling 

from heaven.”  

• Suffering for our faith and looking upon Jesus and His Crucifixion and brings us glory.  

Increasing our endurance.  Upon being resurrected our glory is immediately completed 100 

percent, suited for presence before God.  In this life as our body weakens and deteriorates, our 

suffering for Jesus grows spiritual strength in the way of increased glorification.
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18 as we look not to the things that are seen 
but to the things that are unseen. For the 

things that are seen are transient, but the 
things that are unseen are eternal.

The flow of the argument from v. 17 continues.  Our suffering, that we do not look at, 

is preparing us for something more important that is eternal.

The dual nature is learning to suffer prepares us for dealing with more challenges in 

this life (anthropological).  And prepares us for the end times (eschatological) 

because these bodies are not yet ready for eternity.  Our ultimate glorification is 

when God calls us home and gives us our eternal-glorified body.  The opposite is 

also true, unbelievers are not prepared to live eternally in hell, and they also will get 

the body necessary (there is no niellist).  

Verse 18 also springs from v. 16.  Our outer person is being renewed, as we look at 

the things that are unseen.  
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Camp of Israel (Missler)

Twelve remaining tribes (excluding Levites) clustered into 4 camps. Each of 3 tribes each 
around the tribal standard of the lead tribe.

     The 4 primary tribal standards (Lion, Man, Ox, and Eagle) are the same as the 4 faces of 
the cherubim.  Each time we encounter a view of the throne of God,5 we notice these strange 
living creatures, somehow associated with the protection of His throne, His holiness, etc.  It 
would seem that the camp of Israel - with the tabernacle in the middle - seems to be a model 
of the throne of God: His presence in the center, represented by the tabernacle, 
encircled by the four faces, all surrounded by His people.

     Goat’s hair tents would make them appear very black (Song Sol 1:5) surrounding the 
Tabernacle with its white linen fence which would stand out rather brightly.  Black 
representing sin, and white represents righteousness.  The Tabernacle with its white fence 
sitting on brass sockets, brass speaking of judgement in the Levitical sense.  From the outside 
looking in, one would only see righteousness and judgement of God.



Cross in the Wilderness



Cross in the Wilderness (cont.)

Cherubim
FACES CAMPS GOSPELS COMPASS

Lion Judah Matthew East

Ox Ephraim Mark West

Man Reuben Luke South

Eagle Dan John North

(Eze 10, Isa 6, Rev 4)
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16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer 
self is wasting away, our inner self is being 

renewed day by day.

“Lose Heart” also translated “Become Weary” or “Grow Lax.”

Paul refused to grow discouraged (lose heart) even when facing overwhelming odds (vv 1, 14, and 15).

Outer self is the whole person.  The Physical Aspect of the person.  

Inner self is the whole person as a “new creation” (5:17).  But a fulfillment of a spiritual process begun at 

regeneration.

“The daily renewal of the “inward person” (4:16) contributed toward the progressive transformation of the 

believer into the image of Christ (3:18) in a process that would be accelerated and completed by 

resurrection.”  (Harris, P. 360)

The treasure of the inner person in the jar of clay is being renewed day by day.  

“Such daily renewal of the inner person points forward to the hope of being “raised” and “presented” to 

Christ (v. 14) as well as anticipating the “eternal weight of glory” of the next verse.”  (Barnett, P. 251)
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17 For this light momentary affliction is 
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 

beyond all comparison,

Light in comparison to eternity.  Other translates “light” as “our affliction is…trifling” to emphasize whatever hardship 

is a trifling thing in comparison to the eternal glory.  

“Paul use the Greek word CHABAD.  For not only being HEAVY but also GLORIOUS.  That one Greek word 

unites those two elements of WEIGHT of GLORY.” (Guzik)

We do not endure affliction to reach glory, but it’s the process which creates glory. (Romans 8:17)

Paul described his sufferings in 2 COR 11:23-28:  stripes, prisons, beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, perils of waters, 

robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in 

perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren, in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, In hunger and thirst, 

often fasting, and in cold and nakedness.

“In fact, the eternal weight of glory believers will experience is so much greater than the suffering of this life that 

Paul described it as beyond all comparison. The Greek text literally reads huperbolē (from which the English word 

hyperbole derives) eis huperbolē, forming a double expression for strongest emphasis.” (MacArthur)
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Eternal Weight of Glory (Guzik)

It’s not so much that our affliction is light or heavy.  It’s is light in comparison to 
eternity.  Because of what God is accomplishing in us through our affliction.  A far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

     Affliction is not something to be endured in order to reach glory. It is the very 
process which creates the glory.

     “If indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.” (ROM 8:17)

     WEIGHT OF GLORY.  It isn’t easy to appreciate the WEIGHT OF GLORY because it is 
an ETERNAL WEIGHT.  

     Paul use the Greek word CHABAD.  For not only being HEAVY but also GLORIOUS.  
That one Greek word unites those two elements of WEIGHT of GLORY. 
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18 as we look not to the things that are seen 
but to the things that are unseen. For the 

things that are seen are transient, but the 
things that are unseen are eternal.

“The participial construction “not looking at” of this verse carries the idea 

“since we do not look at,” or even, “provided we do not look at.” It must be 

read with “suffering that prepares” of the previous verse. The “preparation 

for us” of an “eternal weight of glory” in the coming age does not occur by 

a merely mechanical process through our “suffering” in this age. Rather, 

two activities of this age—the “suffering” and the “[not] looking to things 

that are [not] seen”—must be regarded as inseparable. The “suffering” of 

this age “prepares … glory … for us,” provided “we do not look to the 

things that are seen but to the things that are not seen.” (Barnett)
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SEEN  vs.  UNSEEN
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“The Weight of Glory” by C.S. Lewis

C.S. Lewis two senses of glory:

◼ Being Famous

◼ Living Electric Light Bulb
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“The Weight of Glory” by C.S. Lewis

(Being Famous)

◼ Some great historical Christian it’s important to be better known.  Not by 
man.  But by God.

◼ ”Well done good and faithful servant” 

◼ “For glory means good report with God, acceptance by God, response, 
acknowledgement, and welcome into the heart of things.  The door on 
which we have been knocking all our lives will open at last.” (P. 41) 

◼ Paul believed being famous (noticed by God) is important (1 COR 8:3)

◼ What we don’t want to hear, “I never knew you.  Depart from Me.”

◼ Heaven has no place for vanity.  Perfect humility disposes with modesty.
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“The Weight of Glory” by C.S. Lewis

(Living Electric Light Bulb)

◼ We are to shine as the sun.

◼ “When human souls have become as perfect in voluntary obedience as 
the inanimate creation is in its lifeless obedience, then they will put on its 
glory.” (p. 43)

◼ Eventually will eat of the Tree of Life and drink from the fountain of joy.

◼ All to flow over into the glorified body.

◼ Every person is mortal, but possibly immortal. We are aways to help each 
other.

◼ “There are no ordinary people.  You have never talked to a mere mortal.”
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Discussion Questions

◼ What’s the “therefore” in verse 16 there for?

◼ Why didn’t the apostle Paul “lose heart” in his ministry?

◼ Why was his (and why is our) “outer man” decaying?

◼ What causes the “inner man” of a believer to be “renewed day by day”?

◼ In what sense did all the affliction Paul endured seem “light” to him?

◼ What produces “an eternal weight of glory” for the believer, and when 
will it be revealed?

◼ How does suffering for Christ energize spiritual growth, and generate 
eternal rewards?
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Discussion Questions

◼ How did Christ’s suffering on the cross result in greater glory?

◼ What caused Paul to keep his life focused on things eternal?

◼ What are some “eternal things” that we as believers need to keep our 
eyes focused on?

◼ What does this passage offer as the bottom-line “secret to enduring” all 
the trials and hardships that come into our lives?

◼ What’s something special that you will take away from this lesson?

◼ What hymns, or other gospel songs, come to mind as you look back at 
this text that you might want to sing about?
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First Corinthians Study Schedule 

for Fall 2025 – Spring 2026
as of August 24, 2025

Second Corinthians - The Soul’s Warning System/Portrait of a GODly Pastor 34September 16, 2025



35

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Barnett, P. (1997). The Second Epistle to the Corinthians.  Eerdmans Publishing Co.

Got Questions, HTTPS://WWW.GOTQUESTIONS.ORG/WEIGHT-OF-GLORY.HTML

Guzik, David. (2013). 2 Corinthians. David Guzik

Johnson, Jesse; Transfiguration Sermons; Immanuel Bible Church, Springfield, VA; October 2025

Johnson, Jesse; The Sanctification Weight of Glory; Immanuel Bible Church, Springfield, VA; 2nd COR 4:16-18

Lewis, C.S. (1980). The Weight of Glory (pp. 25-63). Harper One

MacArthur, J. F., Jr. (2003). 2 Corinthians. Moody Publish

Missler. Chuck (2014), The Books of 1&2 Corinthians HANDBOOK, Koinonia House

Swindoll, C. R. (2017). 1 & 2 Corinthians (Vol. 7, pp. 339–347). Tyndale House Publishers

The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). Crossway Bibles

Waters, Larry J., “Paradoxes in the Pauline Epistles,” Bibliotheca Sacra 167 (October-December 2010): 423-41

Wilbur, Paul, “Let the Weight of Your Glory Fall” VIDEO, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZ5YlUzqHJU

https://www.gotquestions.org/WEIGHT-OF-GLORY.HTML
https://www.gotquestions.org/WEIGHT-OF-GLORY.HTML
https://www.gotquestions.org/WEIGHT-OF-GLORY.HTML
https://www.gotquestions.org/WEIGHT-OF-GLORY.HTML
https://www.gotquestions.org/WEIGHT-OF-GLORY.HTML
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TZ5YlUzqHJU


36

Backup Slides
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MacArthur’s Summary

It was his vision of God’s glory revealed in the face of Jesus Christ that radically 
changed Paul’s perspective on life—including his sufferings.

Based on the reality of God’s glory revealed in Jesus Christ and God’s mighty 
care in his life, Paul gives three heavenly reasons for earthly endurance in 
verses 16–18; three principles that enabled him not to lose heart. He exhorts 
believers to value:

◼ Spiritual Strength over Physical Strength (v 16)

◼ Future over Present (17)

◼ Eternal over Temporal (v 18)
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Swindoll’s Application

WEAVING.  Your investments in ministry are in tomorrow’s tapestry.

INVESTING.  Mortal people are immortals in the making (C.S. Lewis).

DREAMING.  Rise your focus above the temporal realities of this world and focus 
on eternal imaginations.
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