
WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!

For God, who said, "Let light shine out of 

darkness," has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 

face of Jesus Christ.

2 Corinthians 4:6 (ESV)

Second Corinthians - Welcome & Introduction 1September 2, 2025
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Announcements

 MOB Website & Resources:  www.ibcmob.net

 Parking Supervisors Needed, see Steve McCarty

 English as a Second Language (ESL).  Volunteers Needed

 https://immanuelbible.church/kids-volunteer-opportunities

 AWANA, K-Station greeters, Sunday School teachers / assistants
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Please Rise

 Invocation/Prayer.

Song:

“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”
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My hope is built on nothing less

than Jesus' blood and righteousness:

I dare not trust the sweetest frame,

but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand:

all other ground is sinking sand;

all other ground is sinking sand.

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
By Edward Mote, Verse 1 of 4
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When darkness veils His lovely face,

I rest on His unchanging grace;

in every high and stormy gale,

my anchor holds within the veil.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand:

all other ground is sinking sand;

all other ground is sinking sand.

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
By Edward Mote, Verse 2 of 4
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His oath, His covenant, His blood

support me in the whelming flood;

when all around my soul gives way,

He then is all my hope and stay. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand:

all other ground is sinking sand;

all other ground is sinking sand.

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
By Edward Mote, Verse 3 of 4
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When He shall come with trumpet sound,

O may I then in Him be found:

dressed in His righteousness alone,

faultless to stand before the throne.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand:

all other ground is sinking sand;

all other ground is sinking sand.

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
By Edward Mote, Verse 4 of 4
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Our Study of 2 Corinthians

 Last Meeting:
 Second Corinthians 4:16-18, “Glorious Affliction”
 Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 4:16
 Reading: MacArthur pp. 149-158 or Dr. Constable’s Notes, pp. 77-78

 This Meeting:
 Second Corinthians 5:1-10, “Our Heavenly Dwelling”
 Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:6-7
 Reading: MacArthur pp. 158-179 or Dr. Constable’s Notes, pp. 79-89

 Refreshment Host: Group B 
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Memory Verse

2 Corinthians 5:6-7 (ESV)

So we are always of good courage. We know that 
while we are at home in the body we are away from 

the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. 
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2 Corinthians Outline
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Ministry Saints Apostleship
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Topics
Character of Paul Collection of Saints Credentials of Paul

Ephesus to Macedonia: Change of 
Itinerary

Macedonia: Preparation 
for Visit to Corinth

To Corinth: Imminence of Paul’s 
Visit

Place Written in Macedonia 

Time circa A.D. 56
Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa, Talk Thru the Bible (Nashville: T. Nelson, 1983), 387.
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2 Corinthians 5:1-10 (NASB)

1 For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building

from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For indeed in this

house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven, 3 inasmuch as we,

having put it on, will not be found naked. 4 For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan,

being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what

is mortal will be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is

God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.
6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in

the body we are absent from the Lord— 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight— 8 we are of

good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with

the Lord. 9 Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at home or absent, to be

pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that

each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has

done, whether good or bad.



THE UNFORTUNATE DIVISION?

Few chapter divisions are more 

unfortunate than this one since what 

follows (5:1–10) details the thought 

expressed in 4:16–18.
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2 Corinthians 4:16 – 5:10 

Paul moves from describing his sufferings—and his 

confidence that God was using them for the Corinthians’ 

benefit—to affirming his hope beyond suffering.

…suffering and wasting away of his outer person would 

not last 2 Cor 4:16 - 18
Paul’s Reason 

for Hope

Death to New 

Life

Incentive to 

Persevere

2 Cor 5:1 - 5

2 Cor 5:6 - 10

…earthly tent to fully clothed

…Holy Spirit as a down payment

…being home vs being absent and ambition to please God

…judgement seat of Christ

Source:  Lexham Research Commentary



This world is, at best, 
a clean bus station

Michael Easley



Phrase Nuance Paul Example

Indeed Simple emphasis 110x For sin indeed was in the world, before the law was given (Rom 5:13)

For indeed Emphasis + 

reason

14x For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our 

dwelling from heaven (2 Cor 5:2)

Therefore Logical result 110x Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while 

we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord (2 Cor 5:6)

So that Purpose 247x so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life (2 Cor 5:4b)

discourse marker phrases are used to 

convey emphasis, confirmation, or 

explanation of a preceding statement. It 

strengthens agreement or adds a layer of 

certainty/reasoning.

Example: "For indeed" = formal, emphatic "because, 

truly"—used to underline a point with evidence or 

explanation. Modern equivalent: "because, after all" or 

"as everyone knows".



Discourse Marker Phrases

so that

so that

so that  251x

For indeed

For indeed

so that  443x
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Significance (Life after Death)

Preliminary Absolute

Outer Person Inner Person

Momentary Eternal

Light Affliction Weight of Glory 

(beyond all measure 

and proportion) 

Seen Not seen

Temporary Eternal

2 Corinthians 4:16–18 (NASB 95)

16 Therefore we do not lose heart, but 

though our outer man is decaying, yet our 

inner man is being renewed day by day. 
17 For momentary, light affliction is 

producing for us an eternal weight of glory 

far beyond all comparison, 18 while we look 

not at the things which are seen, but at the 

things which are not seen; for the things 

which are seen are temporal, but the 

things which are not seen are eternal.

Note Paul’s use of paradoxical statements 

and contrasts to emphasize his points!  

(as discussed by Anthony Lee last week!)

Lexham English Bible
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Significance (Temporal to Eternal)

Preliminary Absolute

Earthly Heavenly 5:1-2

Tent House Building from God 5:1

Destroyed Eternal 5:1

Naked Clothed 5:2-4

Mortality Life 5:4

What is seen is temporary, what is unseen 

is eternal
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2 Corinthians 5:1-3

1 For we know that if the earthly tent 

which is our house is torn down, we 

have a building from God, a house 

not made with hands, eternal in the 

heavens. 2 For indeed in this house 

we groan, longing to be clothed with 

our dwelling from heaven, 
3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, 

will not be found naked.

Tent = σκῆνος skēnos

(temporary: John 1:14)

“not made with hands”

Mk 14:58; Acts 7:48; Heb 9:11, 24

Again, notice Paul’s use of metaphors to present a relatable, 

understandable picture that is also packed with hope

House = οἰκία oikia

(eternal)

“groan, longing to be clothed”

Rom 8:28; Mk 7:34



20

2 Corinthians 5:4-5

4 For indeed while we are in this tent, 

we groan, being burdened, because 

we do not want to be unclothed but 

to be clothed, so that what is mortal 

will be swallowed up by life. 5 Now 

He who prepared us for this very 

purpose is God, who gave to us the 

Spirit as a pledge.

Mortal swallowed up by life 

= 1 Cor 15:53-54

But when this perishable will have put 

on the imperishable, and this mortal 

will have put on immortality, then will 

come about the saying that is written, 

“DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in 

victory. O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR 

VICTORY? O DEATH, WHERE IS 

YOUR STING?”
For indeed…expressed 

intense longing and certainty

MacArthur
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2 Corinthians 5:4-5

4 For indeed while we are in this tent, 

we groan, being burdened, because 

we do not want to be unclothed but 

to be clothed, so that what is mortal 

will be swallowed up by life. 5 Now 

He who prepared us for this very 

purpose is God, who gave to us the 

Spirit as a pledge.

1. Prepared for this purpose

2. Given the Spirit as a pledge

“has given us the Spirit as a deposit, 
guaranteeing what is to come.” - NIV

Progression vs Dualism
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Pledge, guarantee arrabōna

2 Corinthians 1:20–22 (NASB 95)


20 For as many as are the promises of 
God, in Him they are yes; therefore 
also through Him is our Amen to the 
glory of God through us. 21 Now He 
who establishes us with you in Christ 
and anointed us is God, 22 who also 
sealed us and gave us the Spirit in 
our hearts as a pledge.
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2 Corinthians 5:6-8

6 Therefore, being always of good 

courage, and knowing that while we 

are at home in the body we are 

absent from the Lord— 7 for we walk 

by faith, not by sight— 8 we are of 

good courage, I say, and prefer 

rather to be absent from the body 

and to be at home with the Lord. 

Logical flow from the previous 

section…

“being always of good courage”

Think: Confident!

+

Walking by Faith

Ultimately, we prefer to be home with the Lord
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2 Corinthians 5:9-10

9 Therefore we also have as our 

ambition, whether at home or absent, 

to be pleasing to Him. 10 For we must 

all appear before the judgment seat 

of Christ, so that each one may be 

recompensed for his deeds in the 

body, according to what he has done, 

whether good or bad.

“to be pleasing”

Gal 1:10; Phil 1:20; Col 1:10; 1 Th 4:1

Affirming hope beyond suffering and Our Incentive to Persevere

“bad”  lit., “worthless” (NASB)

Merism = two parts represent the 

whole (e.g. always)



Judgement Seat - βῆμα bēma (12x)

Judgment / Bema Seat

Giving a good 

account to what has 

been entrusted to a 

believer
- Swindoll

+ Acts 18:12-17

Not about salvation!



The judgment seat of Christ or God, therefore, expresses 
the ultimate accountability of the Christian. This brings to 
the Christian a very special sense of stewardship before 

God for the way he or she lives. This is the specific 
expression for the Christian of the general concept 

throughout the Bible that God is the Judge and that all 
must ultimately stand before God in the final judgment.

Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible; Judgement Seat
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Key Things to Consider 

 You need context to read through these individual lessons
 Note the discourse marker phrases strewn throughout his message 

 We expand on the description/condition in 2 Cor 4:16-18
 For momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal weight of 

glory far beyond all comparison (v. 17 NASB)

 hyperbolēn eis hyperbolēn is lit., “extraordinary unto the extraordinary”

 Paul’s dualism captures tension with inner/outer person
 Indeed, he captures the temporary to the permanent 

 Refutes that his suffering damaged his apostolic credibility
27
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Key Things to Consider 

 We currently exist in a temporary dwelling (2 Cor 5:1-5)
 Most common view: same as “spiritual body” of 1 Cor 15:44

 Not made with hands reflects that that is spiritual, transcendent, eternal

 We are prepared for this very thing, with the Spirit as a pledge!

 We are always of good courage…confident (2 Cor 5:6-10)
 Our current home requires that we walk by faith…

 Our aim is to please him because we all will be appear before the 
judgement seat of Christ

28
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Discussion and Application

1. Do you agree with the statement “This world is, at best, a clean bus 
station.” Why or why not?  

2. Look at the term “not made with hands” and consider how the phrase is 
also used at other NT locations: Mk 14:58; Acts 7:48; Heb 9:11, 24

3. What do you think “walk by faith, not by sight” (v. 5) really means, both to 
Paul’s audience and now to us today?  

4. Discuss as a topic v. 9 - Therefore we also have as our ambition, whether at 
home or absent, to be pleasing to Him. 

5. How did Paul’s perspective on judgement and eternity impact his ministry 
and teaching?  (vv. 9 – 10)  consider or look at the following verses
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Discussion and Application

6. Discuss the concept of judgement that decides to what extent God will 
reward those who enter heaven (cf. Rom. 14:10-12; 1 Cor. 3:11-15; 4:5; 
9:24-27) - Constable

7. According to MacArthur, philosophical dualism threatened the early 
church and required Paul to detail the bodily resurrection in 1 Cor 15.  
What about the resurrection refutes the concept of dualism?

8. Do you agree that we are burdened with a corruptible body?  What can be 
done about it?  

9. Review 1 Peter 1:3-5.  What are the similarities and differences between 
Peter’s message and that discussed in this lesson?  
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First Corinthians Study Schedule 

for Fall 2025 – Spring 2026
as of August 24, 2025

31

B
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Walk Worthy

May you go forward in service being filled with the 
knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and 

understanding, bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God

Colossians 1:9-10



BACKUP
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Walking by Faith in the New Covenant
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1 Peter 1:3-5

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again 
to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and 
undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

who are protected by the power of God through faith for a 
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
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 Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and 
submit to them, for they keep watch over 
your souls as those who will give an 
account. Let them do this with joy and 
not with grief, for this would be 
unprofitable for you.

Groan; Grief; Deep Sigh: stenazō
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2 Corinthians 5:1-10 (ESV)

1 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building

from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we

groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3 if indeed by putting it on we may not be

found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we

would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be

swallowed up by life. 5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given

us the Spirit as a guarantee.
6 So we are always of good courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we

are away from the Lord, 7 for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 Yes, we are of good

courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So

whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10 For we must all

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for

what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.


