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	The Gospel According to John

Lesson 12: John 5:1-18
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1. 
Preparation:  Read John 1:1-18.  Pray.  Write out and then memorize John 5:18. 
2. 
Study:  John 5:1-18. Kostenberger, Encountering John Read , Chapter 7, pages 78-80. 

a. 
Observation: What do the Scripture passages say? 
(1) Where was Jesus at the beginning of this Scripture passage? (see John 4:46) [MAP]
(2) John 5:1 “After this…” What had just happened? (see John 4:46-54)
(3) Where did Jesus go next? Why?  [MAP]
(4) Where exactly was the man who Jesus encounters?  (see Nehemiah 3:1, 3:32, 12:39)
(5) Why was he there? In what was he putting his faith? 
(6) What was wrong with the man who Jesus encounters? How long had he been that way? 
(7) How did Jesus heal the man? 

(8) How did the Jewish religious leaders react? Why? 
(9) In what were the Jewish religious leaders putting their faith? 

b. 
Interpretation: What does the Scripture passage mean?  
(1) Why do you think Jesus asked the man if he wanted to be healed? 

(2) Are there any reasons a person might not really want to be healed? 

(3) Was it absolutely necessary for Jesus to heal the man right then (on the Sabbath)? 
(4) Why did Jesus heal the man on the Sabbath? 
(5) Did Jesus break the Law? (see Exodus 20:8-11, Jeremiah 17:21-27, Nehemiah 13:15-22) 




Why or why not? 
(6) Can sin result in or cause mental and/or physical distress or illness? 

(7) Is mental and/or physical distress or illness always the result of sin? (see John 9:1-7)

(8) Why did the Jewish religious leaders want to kill Jesus? (see Leviticus 24:16) 

c.
Application: How will you apply this Scripture passage in your life? 

(1) What religious traditions do you like? Why? Could they hinder your relationship with God? 

(2) The Jewish leaders were angry with Jesus because He didn’t follow their rules (traditions).  Have you ever been unhappy when God didn’t “perform” according to your expectations? Explain. 
(3) How does what you are learning about Jesus challenge your previous thinking about Jesus? 
(4) How does what you are learning about Jesus challenge your previous thinking about religion? 

(5) How does what you are learning about Jesus challenge your previous thinking about life? 

3.
Write out John 5:18 from memory.

4.
Read Matthew 12:1-14. Conclude your study time with prayer. 
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