
WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!
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Announcements
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• Men of the Bible: www.ibc.mob.net

• IBC Christmas Concert “The Yearning” | 11 & 12 Dec 7pm, 
13 Dec 2 & 6pm, and 14 Dec 5pm (Tickets required)

• IBC Christmas Eve Services - Wednesday, December 24, 4pm 
(Kids), 6pm & 7:30pm (All)

• A Night of New Hymns - 2 Jan 7pm, Atrium

http://www.ibc.mob.net/


Please Rise

Opening Prayer

Song:

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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Holy, Holy, Holy
Lord God Almighty

Early in the Morning
 Our Song Shall Rise to Thee

Holy, Holy, Holy
Merciful and Mighty
God in Three Persons

Blessed Trinity

One of Three



Holy, Holy, Holy
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Holy, Holy, Holy
Though the Darkness Hide Thee

Though the Eye of Sinful Man
 Thy Glory May Not See

Only Thou Art Holy
 There is None Beside Thee

Perfect in Power, in Love, and Purity

Two of Three



Holy, Holy, Holy
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Three of Three

Holy, Holy, Holy
Lord, God Almighty

All thy Works Shall Praise Thy Name
In Earth, and Sky, and Sea

Holy, Holy, Holy
Merciful and Mighty
God in Three Persons

Blessed Trinity



Memory Verse

2 Cor 5:17-18 (ESV)
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17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 

new has come. 
18 All this is from God, who through Christ 

reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation; 

  2 Cor 2:17-18 (ESV)



Our 2 Corinthians Study
5:16 – 6:2

Last Meeting:
• 2 Corinthians 5:11-15 -  “Why We Evangelize”
• Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:13-14
• Reading: Dr. Constable’s Notes, 89-93; MacArthur, 179-194 

This Meeting:
• 2 Corinthians 5:16 – 6:2 – “Ambassadors”
• Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:17-18
• Reading: Dr. Constable’s Notes, 93-103; MacArthur, 194-225 
• Refreshments: Group D
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MOB 2025-2026 Schedule
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Wever



2 Corinthians Outline
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Ministry Saints Apostleship
1:1 7:16 8:1 9:15 10:1 13:14
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1:1 2:13 2:14 6:10 6:11 7:16 8:1 8:6 8:7 9:15 10:1 10:18 11:1 12:13 12:14 13:14

Topics
Character of Paul Collection of Saints Credentials of Paul

Ephesus to Macedonia: Change of 
Itinerary

Macedonia: Preparation 
for Visit to Corinth

To Corinth: Imminence of Paul’s 
Visit

Place Written in Macedonia 

Time circa A.D. 56 
Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa, Talk Thru the Bible (Nashville: T. Nelson, 1983), 387.



2 Corinthians 5:16 – 6:2

If: A New Creation

If: Reconciliation

Then: We Are Ambassadors!
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2 Corinthians 5:16-17
If: A New Creation

16 From now on, therefore, we 
regard no one according to the 

flesh. Even though we once 
regarded Christ according to the 

flesh, we regard him thus no 
longer. 

17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The 

old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come. 
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• Imago Dei

• A New Way to be Human

• Look Not to the Flesh

• We Are a New Creation

• We are Citizens of the 
Kingdom of Christ

• The King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords



2 Corinthians 5:18-19
If: Reconciliation
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• Christ’s Work Reconciles 
Us and Provides Our 
Citizenship in His Kingdom

• We Are Entrusted With 
Christ’s Message

• Burn the Ships 

18 All this is from God, who 
through Christ reconciled us to 

himself and gave us the ministry 
of reconciliation; 

19 that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, 

not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to 

us the message of 
reconciliation.



2 Corinthians 5:20-21
Then: Ambassadors

20 Therefore, we are ambassadors 
for Christ, God making his appeal 
through us. We implore you on 

behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. 

21 For our sake he made him to be 
sin who knew no sin, so that in 

him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
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• Ambassadors!

• God Appeals to the World 

Through Us!

• We Become the 

Righteousness of God



Ambassadors
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• What is an Ambassador?

• Do Other Religions Have Ambassadors?

–Ambassadorship Assumes a Truthful and Righteous Authority

• What Are We To Do As Ambassadors?

–Promote and Redeem What is Good

–Oppose What is Evil

– Fix What is Broken

– Supply What is Lacking in the World



Ambassadors
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Leonhard Euler – What is Good

Chiune Sugihara – What is Evil

Ananthi Jebasingh – What is Broken

Mama Maggie Gobran – What is Lacking



Leonhard Euler -  What is Good
The Genius Mathematician

• Incredible Contributions 
to Mathematics During 
the Enlightenment

• Strong Christian 
Convictions

• Supports God’s Orderly 
Universe
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Chiune Sugihara – What is Evil
A Bureaucrat Who Saved Jews

• Japanese Diplomat 
Stationed in Lithuania

• Followed Christ Rather 
than Secular Authorties

• Hand Wrote Countless 
Visas to Save Jews from 
the Holocaust
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Ananthi Jebasingh – What is Broken
“Toilet School Founder”



Maggie Gobran – What is Lacking
Founder – Stephen’s Children

7 of the 21 Martyrs 
Killed by Terrorists 

on 12 February 2015 
Were Alumni or 

Leader’s of Stephen’s 
Children.
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2 Corinthians 6:1-2
God’s Help

6:1 Working together with 
him, then, we appeal to you 
not to receive the grace of 

God in vain. 
2 For he says, 

“In a favorable time I 
listened to you, and in a day 

of salvation I have helped 
you.” 21

• Carpe Diem – Seize the 
Day!

• Seek God’s Help

• Lean Into a Life With Christ

• Become an Ambassador 
Within Your Sphere!

• It Begins With the Small 
Things



My Question for You…
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Are You Reconciled to God?

How Are You an Ambassador for Christ?
 



Discussion & Application
Lowell’s Questions

2 of 2

· Why did the apostle Paul write (in verse 16), “therefore from 
now on we recognize no one—not even Christ—according to 
the flesh…”?

· What does it mean to be “in Christ”?

· In what sense does a person who receives Christ become a 
“new creature”?

· What is the “ministry of reconciliation” that Paul says God 
gives us?

· What does it mean “to be reconciled to God,” and how is this 
made possible and brought about? 23



Discussion & Application
Lowell’s Questions

2 of 2
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· Why do we all need to be reconciled to Christ?
· What is our role as “ambassadors for Christ”?
· Why would the apostle Paul “beg” people to become 
reconciled to Christ?
· How might some have received the grace of God “in 
vain”?
· Why does Paul say, “Behold, now is the acceptable time, 
behold now is “the day of salvation”?
· What will you take from this lesson?



Next Meeting 10/14

Review
• 2 Corinthians 5:16 – 6:2 – “Ambassadors”
• Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:17-18
• Reading: Dr. Constable’s Notes, 93-103; MacArthur, 194-225 

Next Week
• 2 Corinthians 6:3-13 – “An Unobstructive Ministry”
• Memory Verse: 2 Corinthians 6:8-10
• Reading: Dr. Constable’s Notes, 103-109; MacArthur, 225-241
• Refreshments: Group E
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Closing

•Benediction

• Small Groups
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December 14, 2023 Isaiah 49:1-26 27
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