Sent: Wednesday, January 24, 2018 3:52 PM
Subject: Last Nite's MOB Study on Romans 7

"But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter!"  Romans 7:6
Last nite's MOB study probed into Romans 7, which addresses the relationship between the believer and the Mosaic Law, in many ways parallel to last week's study of Romans 6, and the relationship between the believer and sin.  Douglas Moo titled chapter 6 "Freedom from the Power of Sin," and chapter 7 "Freedom from the Law."  In both cases, the believer who has already been "justified by faith," declared righteous, and "saved" from the penalty of sin, as a result of Christ's atoning death on the cross, now has the prospect for a new "freedom" from the power of sin and the "bondage" of the Law affecting his (or her) life!  And yet, "sin" and the Law still posed a threat to them!  They still had the "mortal body," or the "flesh"!  Although they were no longer "in the flesh," the flesh was still in them!  And, as John MacArthur notes, "it (still) serves as the headquarters from which sin operates in the believer."  And this will be the case until we physically are removed from life on Planet Earth!
Paul likens the release of a believer from the "jurisdiction" of the law to a marriage relationship.  A "married women is bound to her husband as long as he is living, but if her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband!"  (Paul doesn't seem to describe an ideal marriage--since it sounds almost as if the wife can't wait for her release!  But that's obviously not Paul's point here!)
Paul makes it clear that the Mosaic Law is not the problem!  In fact, it is "holy and righteous and good"!  Paul wrote in Romans 3:20 that "... through the law came the knowledge of sin."  Galatians 3:24, our memory verse for this lesson, says: "Therefore the Law has become our tutor (schoolmaster) to lead us to Christ, so that we might be justified by faith!"
Dr. Tom Constable likens it to an X-ray machine that reveals a tumor.  The machine is not bad because it reveals something bad!  It's good!  And, to seal that thought, Christ Himself said, in Matthew 5:17, that He "didn't come to abolish the Law but to fulfill it!
And yet Paul adds in Romans 7:5 that the Law actually "arouses sinful passions"!  And that it's that old "rebellious" sinful nature which is "awakened" when restrictions are placed on him, "making him want to do the very things the Law forbids!"  Most of you have kids, and have experienced this yourself!  "Forbidden fruit is the sweetest to the mouth," as they say!  When I heard the other day about the Veterans asking the NFL to require everyone to stand for the National Anthem at the Super Bowl, I immediately thought about the likely response if this happens!
Well, what are the likely responses of believers who learn that they are "freed" from the Law?  Some (but you wouldn't think this likely of a true believer) would use it as a "license" to live like they want!  But, more likely, believers might be more apt, in effect, to put themselves "back under bondage of the Law," and even adopt more rules and regulations, and a set of "do's and don'ts" to live by, maybe just to make themselves feel more righteous and even acceptable to God!  Even some perhaps becoming "legalistic" in judging their behavior, and the behavior of others!  And this is exactly what Jesus confronted the Pharisees about, who by His day (and thus Paul's also) had "hijacked" the Law and added all kinds of rules and traditions to it!  This kind of response to the Law, though practiced to this day, is a "fleshly attitude" that brings no joy, or victory over sin, or and growth on that "sloping line" of "progressive sanctification"!  And certainly not what God intends for us!  May it never be true of us!
Although far from being a legalist, or giving assent to the rules and traditions of the Pharisees, Paul--the former "Pharisee of the Pharisees" and a real zealot in all aspects of his life--by his own grueling account, greatly struggled with a right recognition of the holiness of God and the perfections the Law--and saw himself falling so far short of his own expectations in His desire to please the Lord!  Just as everyone one of us!  And the reality is that the Law of God is, in fact, a perfect reflection of God's holy character and the standard to which believers should aspire!  And it's also true that a believer perceives his own sinfulness in direct proportion to how clearly, he sees the holiness of God and perfection of the Law!
MacArthur writes that Romans 7:14-25 represents a series of "laments" that not only describe Paul's responses, but "must be describing the experience of all Christians, even the most spiritual and mature, who, when they honestly evaluate themselves against the righteous standard of God's law, realize how far short they fall!"  And sometimes compensate by trying to live up to it by their own efforts!
But fortunately for Paul and for us, there is a solution to this dilemma! And he found it in and through Jesus Christ alone!  Paul, coming to this conclusion, seems to bellow out in Romans 7:25: "Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!"  We have been "released" from the Law's effect, and it can no longer condemn us! Paul will go on to report at the start of chapter 8: "Therefore there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus."
In addressing this dilemma, Paul writes in Galatians 5:16-18, "But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.  But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law!"
His understanding of the real solution is also reflected in Ephesians 3:20-21: "Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power that works within us, to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever!  Amen.
Well, in retrospect, we probably wouldn't characterize Romans 7 as a "very joyous" chapter.  In fact, it was a bit "painful"--which is the way Willmington's Guide to the Bible describes it!  Chapter 6, according to Willmington, expresses God's "plan" for sanctification (the first level), and that includes "presenting ourselves as instruments of righteousness to God...resulting in sanctification."  Chapter 7, our lesson last nite, expresses the "pain," frustration, and the ultimate desperation of trying to please God through our own efforts (the second level) while Chapter 8, still to come (next week), presents the "prize" and the "preservation" of our faith which will finish off – at the highest level – the section in Romans about the doctrine of sanctification!  
I can hardly wait!
May God bless your week!
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