Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2020 2:04 PM
Subject: Last Nite's MOB Study on Matthew 18

"For where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am there in their midst!" (Matthew 18:20)

Despite Jesus' clear unequivocal statement in last week's lesson (Matthew 17:22-23) that He, the Son of Man, was "going to be delivered into the hands of men and be killed, and be raised on the third day," the disciples, as we start our study on Matthew 18, were thinking more about "who (among them!) would be greatest in the kingdom of heaven" (an earthly kingdom they apparently thought was "near")!  It was in response to this way of thinking that Jesus "called a child to Himself, set him (the child) before them" and said: "Truly I say to you, unless you are converted ("changed") and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven!"  Wow!  In essence, Jesus was explaining what it takes, and what it means, to be a Christian (a "child" of God)!

As John Neal said last nite, you have to "enter" the kingdom before you can take a "position" in the kingdom!  And that requires "child-like" faith!  As John MacArthur notes: as in the first Beatitude (the "poor in spirit"), it pictures faith as the simple, helpless, trusting dependence of those who have no resources of their own!  Like children, who have no achievements and no accomplishments (and no pretentions) to offer or commend themselves with!  And it's a reminder of Ephesians 2:8-9, which says: "For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves!  It is a "gift" of God; not of works, lest any man should boast!"

And that sets the stage for the rest of our lesson in Matthew 18: how the "children of God" (Christians!) are to act in the world and be cared for following the instructions and example of Jesus!  And the number one thing that appears to be on Jesus' mind is that believers should never be "stumbling blocks" to other believers!  (Nor to anyone else for that matter!)  You expect it from the world!  But, "woe" to the believer who causes "one of  these little ones" (a "young" believer!) to stumble!  So serious, to Jesus, that He said it would be better for that one to "have a heavy millstone hung around his neck and be drowned in the depth of the sea!"  Wow!  That's how serious it is, from Jesus perspective, to lead someone else astray!

Jesus further noted how important it was not to "despise one of these little ones...for their angels in heaven continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven"!  Angels?  Guardian angels?  Psalm 34:7 states that "the angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him and rescues them!"  And Hebrews 1:14 adds: "Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation!"  And so, Jesus' point?  If God sends angels to protect and serve His people, how can we ever (as fellow believers) even consider despising, or being indifferent toward, them and not go out of our way as well to protect and love them?

Jesus follows all that by sharing the well-known parable of the "lost sheep"!  Leaving the ninety and nine to rescue the "one who has gone astray," again demonstrating His love for the "lost"!  Luke 19:10 (if not Matthew 18:11, which was apparently added here by the translators) makes it clear that Jesus came to "seek and save the lost"!

Matthew then records Jesus speaking, for the second time in his gospel, of the "church" (something as yet unknown to the disciples) and how to deal with "a brother who sins" (my version translates it as "against you"!).  A portion of Scripture which has become the Biblical reference point for dealing with a "brother" who has been caught up in sinful pattern!  A four-step process is laid out, beginning, as it always should, with "going first to the brother in private...and, if he listens (it's over!), you have won your brother!  But, if not, you know the rest of the process!  Taking "one or two with you" (as witnesses), and if that doesn't work, "taking it to the church," and if that doesn't work, "letting him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector"!  (Wow, Matthew!  A "tax collector," of all things?  During this tax season?)

These are tough sounding words!  But it's important to remember that these are instructions from Jesus Himself!  And the goal is always that a person will see his (or her) sin and turn back to God!  And the spirit and approach are always to be one of love (and humbleness)!  Paul writes in Galatians 6:1, "Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness!"  And James 5:19-20 puts it even better: "Brethren, if any among you strays from the truth and one turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins!"  Yea!

Well, there's more instruction from Jesus for the saints!  And it concerns "forgiveness"!  Peter, being very human, wanted to know how many times he should forgive someone?  "Up to seven times (believing this very generous, in comparison with the Old Testament standard of three!)?"  And so, Jesus put it all in proper perspective, by offering another parable, about the "unmerciful servant"!  You remember the story!  How he was "forgiven, by his lord," for the "ten thousand talents" he owed (one talent was worth more than fifteen years' wages, according to MacArthur, so go figure!), but then proceeded to hold his own servant accountable (even "chocked him and threw him into jail") for the trivial amount (by comparison) that he owed!  And of course, he was eventually confronted by his lord and judged!  

The analogy is clear!  In Christ we have received "wonderful, marvelous, extravagant" (how better can you put it!) grace (and total forgiveness)!  How can we not be a forgiving people!

Well, to sum it all up!  Jesus concludes His "discourse" (in Matthew 17) the same way He began it!  With reference to "humility"!  Humility is necessary to enter the kingdom of heaven, because it involves humbly receiving the "gift" of pardon from God!  But it's a quality that must continue to characterize one's life!  The believer:

Must avoid putting a "stumbling block" in the path of another believer (vs. 5-14);

Must humbly seek to restore a wayward fellow believer (vs. 15-20); and

Must forgive others wholeheartedly and completely (vs. 21-35)!

Kingsbury put it this way: "Jesus' message to His disciples (and to us!) is that loving concern for his neighbor and the spirit of forgiveness are to be hallmarks of the community of believers, in whose midst He will ever be present!"

And so, men, go with God this week and live like a Christian until we gather together again in His name!
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