
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that 
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!
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• Welcome to the MOB!

• Website:  www.ibcmob.net

• Easter Pageant: “Let The Grave Be Opened!”                   
April 12, 13, 14, 19, 20 Get tickets online ($5.00 each) 

• Assist Pregnancy Center – Walk / Run / Ride Fundraiser 
Saturday, May 11, 8:30 – 11:00 AM
Fairfax Community Church, 11451 Braddock Rd, Fairfax, VA

• Please rise for a hymn of praise & invocation 

Announcements
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http://www.ibcmob.net/
https://immanuelbible.church/content/easter-pageant
https://immanuelbible.church/registrations/music/ConcertTickets.php
http://assistpartners.org/
http://assistpartners.org/events/walk-run-ride-for-life/
https://www.fairfax.cc/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Fairfax+Community+Church/@38.8327505,-77.339174,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x62f4dd718cbc846f?ved=2ahUKEwid7-mdzY_hAhXOrVkKHefBC6oQ_BIwDXoECAsQCA


2 Corinthians 6:14-16 (ESV)

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers; for what 
partnership has righteousness and lawlessness?  Or what 
fellowship has light with darkness?  What accord has 
Christ with Belial?  Or what portion does a believer share 
with an unbeliever?  What agreement has the temple of 
God with idols?  For we are the temple of the living God; 
as God said, “I will make my dwelling among them and 
walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be My people.” 

2 Corinthians 6:14-16 (ESV)
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Memory Verse



Genesis
Overview
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Focus Four Events Four People

Reference
1:1 –
2:25

3:1 –
5:32

6:1 –
9:29

10:1 –
11:9

11:10 –
25:18

25:19 –
26:35

27:1 –
36:43

37:1 –
50:26

Division Creation Fall Flood Nations Abraham Isaac Jacob Joseph

Topic
The Human Race The Chosen Race (Hebrews)

Primeval History / Historical Patriarchal History / Biographical

Location
Fertile Crescent
( Eden – Haran )

Canaan
( Haran – Canaan ) 

Time
cir. 2,000 years

( cir. 4004 – 2090 B.C. )
193 years

( 2090 – 1897 B.C. )
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1+-+50&version=ESV


Genesis Divisions
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ית ִׁ֖ רֵאש  בְּ (bereshith) = Beginnings (of many things)

Greek = Genesis = Origin, Source, Generation, Beginning

ד֧וֹת תוֹלְּ (toledoth) = “These are the generations of…” or 
“This is the history of…” or “account of…” 10 sections:

Prologue (Genesis 1:1 – 2:3)

1. The generations of heaven and earth (Genesis 2:4 – 4:26)

2. The generations of Adam (Genesis 5:1 – 6:8)

3. The generations of Noah (Genesis 6:9 – 9:29)

4. The generations of the sons of Noah (Genesis 10:1 – 11:9)

5. The generations of Shem (Genesis 11:10 – 26)

6. The generations of Terah (Genesis 11:27 – 25:11)

7. The generations of Ishmael (Genesis 25:12 – 18)

8. The generations of Isaac (Genesis 25:19 – 35:29)

9. The generations of Esau (Genesis 36:1 – 37:1)

10. The generations of Jacob (Genesis 37:2 – 50:26)
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https://biblehub.com/hebrew/bereshit_7225.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7225.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/toldot_8435.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/8435.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1:1%E2%80%932:3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2:4+%E2%80%93+4:26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+5:1+%E2%80%93+6:8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+6:9+%E2%80%93+9:29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+10:1+%E2%80%93+11:9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+11:10+%E2%80%93+26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+11:27+%E2%80%93+25:11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+25:12+%E2%80%93+18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+25:19+%E2%80%93+35:29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+36:1+%E2%80%93+37:1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37:2+%E2%80%93+50:26&version=ESV


Last Week:

• Genesis 32:1 – 33:20 Jacob Wrestles with God & 
Reconciles with Esau 

• Encountering Genesis, Chapter 10, pages 131 – 135  

This Week:

• Genesis 33:18 – 34:31 Jacob’s Daughter (Dinah) 
Defiled & Avenged

• Encountering Genesis, Chapter 10, pages 135 – 137
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Our Study of Genesis

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+32:1+%E2%80%93+33:20&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+33%3A18+%E2%80%93+34%3A31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1+-+50&version=ESV
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Genesis 33 - 34

33:18 And Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, 
on his way from Paddan-aram, and he camped before the city. 19 And from the 
sons of Hamor, Shechem's father, he bought for a hundred pieces of money the 
piece of land on which he had pitched his tent. 20 There he erected an altar and 
called it El-Elohe-Israel.

34:1 Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to 
see the women of the land. 2 And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the 
prince of the land, saw her, he seized her and lay with her and humiliated her. 
3 And his soul was drawn to Dinah the daughter of Jacob. He loved the young 
woman and spoke tenderly to her. 4 So Shechem spoke to his father Hamor, saying, 
“Get me this girl for my wife.”
5 Now Jacob heard that he had defiled his daughter Dinah. But his sons were with 
his livestock in the field, so Jacob held his peace until they came. 6 And Hamor the 
father of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak with him. 7 The sons of Jacob had 
come in from the field as soon as they heard of it, and the men were indignant 
and very angry, because he had done an outrageous thing in Israel by lying with 
Jacob's daughter, for such a thing must not be done.
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Genesis 34

8 But Hamor spoke with them, saying, “The soul of my son Shechem longs for your 
daughter. Please give her to him to be his wife. 9 Make marriages with us. Give your 
daughters to us, and take our daughters for yourselves. 10 You shall dwell with us, 
and the land shall be open to you. Dwell and trade in it, and get property in it.” 
11 Shechem also said to her father and to her brothers, “Let me find favor in your 
eyes, and whatever you say to me I will give. 12 Ask me for as great a bride-price and 
gift as you will, and I will give whatever you say to me. Only give me the young 
woman to be my wife.”
13 The sons of Jacob answered Shechem and his father Hamor deceitfully, because 
he had defiled their sister Dinah. 14 They said to them, “We cannot do this thing, to 
give our sister to one who is uncircumcised, for that would be a disgrace to us. 
15 Only on this condition will we agree with you—that you will become as we are by 
every male among you being circumcised. 16 Then we will give our daughters to you, 
and we will take your daughters to ourselves, and we will dwell with you and 
become one people. 17 But if you will not listen to us and be circumcised, then we 
will take our daughter, and we will be gone.”
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Genesis 34

18 Their words pleased Hamor and Hamor's son Shechem. 19 And the young man 
did not delay to do the thing, because he delighted in Jacob's daughter. Now he 
was the most honored of all his father's house. 20 So Hamor and his son Shechem 
came to the gate of their city and spoke to the men of their city, saying, 21 “These 
men are at peace with us; let them dwell in the land and trade in it, for behold, 
the land is large enough for them. Let us take their daughters as wives, and let us 
give them our daughters. 22 Only on this condition will the men agree to dwell with 
us to become one people—when every male among us is circumcised as they are 
circumcised. 23 Will not their livestock, their property and all their beasts be ours? 
Only let us agree with them, and they will dwell with us.” 24 And all who went out 
of the gate of his city listened to Hamor and his son Shechem, and every male was 
circumcised, all who went out of the gate of his city.
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Genesis 34

25 On the third day, when they were sore, two of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and 
Levi, Dinah's brothers, took their swords and came against the city while it felt 
secure and killed all the males. 26 They killed Hamor and his son Shechem with 
the sword and took Dinah out of Shechem's house and went away. 27 The sons of 
Jacob came upon the slain and plundered the city, because they had defiled their 
sister. 28 They took their flocks and their herds, their donkeys, and whatever was 
in the city and in the field. 29 All their wealth, all their little ones and their wives, 
all that was in the houses, they captured and plundered. 
30 Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have brought trouble on me by 
making me stink to the inhabitants of the land, the Canaanites and the Perizzites. 
My numbers are few, and if they gather themselves against me and attack me, I 
shall be destroyed, both I and my household.” 31 But they said, “Should he treat 
our sister like a prostitute?” 



11March 26, 2019 Genesis 33:18 - 34:31  Jacob’s Daughter (Dinah) Defiled & Avenged

Observation & Interpretation

What in the world?  Did I need to know this story?

Are there any heroes in this gruesome narrative?

Why did everyone act like they did?

What are the big takeaways from a story like this?

YES.

NO, there are not (and that’s okay).

HMM… how were they supposed to act?

LAW and LINEAGE.



Timeline of events:

• Jacob and his family move from Paddan-aram down 
to Shechem and buy some land

• Dinah is raped, then her attacker wants to marry her

• Jacob hears of the rape… and waits

• Jacob’s sons hear of the rape… and are indignant

• Hamor and Shechem make a proposition

• Jacob’s sons make a deceitful reply, using the rite of 
circumcision as a ruse

• Hamor and Shechem show their true colors

• Simeon and Levi lead their brothers on a murderous 
pillage of the town (and show their true colors)

• Jacob whines about the “trouble” they have caused

• Jacob’s sons reply back to Jacob

Good? Bad? Neutral?

• Appears to be neutral, but why 
Shechem?

• Definitely bad

• Dude, really?

• Good so far…

• Sounds “good,” but…*

• Bad

• *…Yep, bad

• Bad

• Dude, really?

• “Dad, we’re past the ‘stink’ 
stage…”

12
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Observation & Interpretation

• What in the world?  Did I need to know this story?  YES. 

• God’s word says that God’s Word is good for us:

14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, 
knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been 
acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God 
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 
good work. (2 Timothy 3:14-17)
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Observation & Interpretation

• Are there any heroes in this gruesome 
narrative?  No, there are not, and that’s okay.

• Was Jacob a hero here?
– He stood around and did nothing.

• Were his sons heroes in their call to join
the tribes though circumcision?
– They specifically used the rite God

had ordained for their separation
from the world to deceive their 
enemies (see Genesis 17 and/or
MOB Lesson 12). 

• Were Simeon and Levi (and the rest of
the brothers) heroes in their “avenging”?
– They exacted much more than an 

equivalent justice.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+17&version=ESV
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Observation & Interpretation

• Why did everyone in this story act like they did?  Well, how were they supposed to act?

• How did the (pagan) Shechemites act?  Like pagans!

• What rules did Jacob and the Israelites have to guide them?
– Well, there were some covenants…
• Edenic (God promises Adam life and blessing, conditional upon Adam’s obedience to God’s 

command not to eat of the fruit of the tree.)
• Adamic (Curses for disobedience, and yet a wonderful promise of grace that one born of a 

woman would be wounded in the process of destroying Satan.)
• Noahic (After the flood God promised that He would never again send a worldwide flood to 

destroy the earth as an act of His divine judgment for sin.)
• Abrahamic (The unconditional promise from God of land, descendants, blessing, redemption.)

– And/or some dispensations…
• Innocence (In the garden)
• Human Conscience (Adam to Noah)
• Human Government (from Noah, “whoever sheds blood…”)

BUT THERE WAS NO LAW!
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Observation & Interpretation

• Without the law, the Israelites simply mirrored the pagan cultures around them.  
They needed a set of rules to distinguish themselves as God’s chosen people. 

• God would eventually give them the law after they left Egypt (Exodus 20:1-17). 
• This story is a good reminder of life without God’s law.  Such a situation would 

happen again in Israel’s history prior to the kings (Judges 17:6). 
• This story gives evidence – for both the original hearers in the wilderness and us 

– that God’s chosen people needed guidance. 
• What would the law bring? 
– Rules for individual living
– Rules for communal living
– Rules that set Israel apart
– Rules for worshipping a holy God
– Rules that had consequences
– Rules that could not be followed perfectly

What was the law’s ultimate purpose?

Who does the law point to?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+20%3A1-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Judges+17%3A6&version=ESV
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Observation & Interpretation

• What are the big takeaways from a story like this?  LAW and LINEAGE…

• Okay, so how does “lineage” fit in to all of this?
• Remember how Jacob was frustrated with the behavior of Simeon and Levi, two of his 

eldest sons?  Jacob would remember that years later as he blessed his sons before his 
death in Genesis 49:1-10.

1 Then Jacob called his sons and said, “Gather yourselves together, that I may tell you what shall 
happen to you in days to come. 2 “Assemble and listen, O sons of Jacob, listen to Israel your father.
3 “Reuben, you are my firstborn, my might, and the first fruits of my strength, preeminent in dignity 
and preeminent in power. 4 Unstable as water, you shall not have preeminence….
5 “Simeon and Levi are brothers; weapons of violence are their swords. 6 Let my soul come not into 
their council; O my glory, be not joined to their company. For in their anger they killed men, and in 
their willfulness they hamstrung oxen. 7 Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce, and their wrath, for it 
is cruel! I will divide them in Jacob and scatter them in Israel. 
8 “Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your 
father's sons shall bow down before you. 9 Judah is a lion's cub; from the prey, my son, you have 
gone up. He stooped down; he crouched as a lion and as a lioness; who dares rouse him? 10 The 
scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler's staff from between his feet, until tribute comes 
to him; and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+49%3A1-10&version=ESV


Lineage of Jesus
from Matthew 1:1-16

• Abraham
• Isaac
• Jacob
• Judah
• Perez
• Hezron
• Ram
• Amminadab
• Nahshon
• Salmon
• Boaz
• Obed
• Jesse
• David

• Solomon
• Rehoboam
• Abijah
• Asaph
• Jehoshaphat
• Joram
• Uzziah
• Jotham
• Ahaz
• Hezekiah
• Manasseh
• Amos
• Josiah
• Jechoniah

• Shealtiel
• Zerubbabel
• Abiud
• Eliakim
• Azor
• Zadok
• Achim
• Eliud
• Eleazar
• Matthan
• Jacob
• Joseph
• Jesus

18

Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered!
(Revelation 5:5)
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A1-16&version=ESV
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Discussion & Application

1. When you come across difficult passages in the Bible, how do you respond? 
What techniques do you use to understand those passages? 

2. Have there been times in your Christian life where you had to explain difficult 
passages to others?  (not including creation – other examples please) 

3. What are some other difficult Bible passages for you?  How will you approach 
them? 

4. What aspects of this story stood out to you?  What previous passages in 
Genesis add the most context to this story for you?  Do you see the 
connections?

5. If you were hearing this story for the first time as an Israelite in the 
wilderness after leaving Egypt, what would be going through your mind? 

6. What went through your mind the first time you read it? 

7. Do you think the lineage aspect of this passage makes sense?  Does it fit into 
the rest of the Abraham-Isaac-Jacob story?  How/why? 

19



Review:

• Genesis 33:18 – 34:31 Jacob’s Daughter (Dinah)       
Defiled & Avenged

• Encountering Genesis, Chapter 10, pages 135 – 137  

Read:

• Genesis 35:1 – 36:43 God Blesses Jacob (Israel) at 
Bethel, Rachel & Isaac Die, The Generations of Esau 

• Encountering Genesis, Chapter 10, pages 137 -139
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Next Meeting

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+33:18+%E2%80%93+34:31&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+35%3A1+%E2%80%93+36%3A43&version=ESV


Closing

• Questions 

• Benediction 
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Study References

Primary Reference:  The Holy Bible (always)

Secondary Reference / Commentary:  The Holy Bible (always)

“The Bible is always the best commentary on the Bible.” 

Additional References (as time permits): 

• Encountering the Book of Genesis, Bill T. Arnold, Baker Books, 1998

• Dr. Constable's Notes on Genesis (Full Commentary - FREE pdf download)

• Grace to You - John MacArthur's sermons on Genesis (audio files & transcripts) 

• Hebrew Interlinear (look up the meaning of the original Hebrew words)

• “Genesis,” by Allen P. Ross, in The Bible Knowledge Commentary – Old Testament, edited by John F. 
Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, David C. Cook Publisher, Colorado Springs, CO 1985

• “Genesis 34,” by Albert Moher, online at https://albertmohler.com/2015/05/17/genesis-341-31/

• Others references available at www.ibcmob.net/resources and online 

http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/books/encountering-the-book-of-genesis/232180
http://www.dts.edu/about/faculty/tconstable/
http://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/genesis.pdf
https://www.gty.org/
https://www.gty.org/library/resources/sermons-library/scripture/1?book=1&chapter=1
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/genesis/1.htm
https://albertmohler.com/2015/05/17/genesis-341-31/
http://www.ibcmob.net/resources
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Bible Study

Inductive Bible Study Approach:

• Observation – What does it say? 

• Interpretation – What does it mean? 

• Application – How do I apply this in my life? 

Primary Reference:  The Holy Bible
Secondary Reference / Commentary:  The Holy Bible 
Additional References:  
• Encountering the Book of Genesis, Bill T. Arnold, Baker Books, 1998
• Dr. Constable's Notes on Genesis (Full Commentary - FREE pdf download)
• Grace to You - John MacArthur's sermons on Genesis (audio files & transcripts) 
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http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/books/encountering-the-book-of-genesis/232180
http://www.dts.edu/about/faculty/tconstable/
http://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/genesis.pdf
https://www.gty.org/
https://www.gty.org/library/resources/sermons-library/scripture/1?book=1&chapter=1
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Interpreting Scripture

1. Normal - understanding the words of Scripture in their 
common usage unless otherwise indicated by the context.

2. Literal - understanding the meaning of Scripture in its 
ordinary sense unless the context requires a figurative 
interpretation.

3. Grammatical - using the recognized rules of grammar 
to interpret the text.

4. Historical - understanding the words of Scripture in the 
context of the times in which they were written.

5. Systematic - categorizing and comparing the teaching 
of the Scriptures with the whole of Scripture in view.

(Ref.  IBC What We Teach)
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https://immanuelbible.church/discover/teach
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Journeys of the Patriarchs
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Jacob returns to 
Canaan
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