
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that 
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 

WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!
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• Welcome to the MOB! Website:  www.ibcmob.net

• Assist Pregnancy Center – Walk / Run / Ride Fundraiser 
Saturday, May 11, 8:30 – 11:00 AM
Fairfax Community Church, 11451 Braddock Rd, Fairfax, VA

• Please PRAY for MOB 2019 – 2020:  What should we study? 
- Exodus or another Old Testament book(s)? 
- One of the Gospels or another New Testament book(s)? 
- Please take MOB 2019 – 2020 study preference survey online
- See what we’ve studied before online (look at the bottom of 

our Resources webpage). Note: We can repeat a book. 

• Please rise for a hymn of praise & invocation 

Announcements
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http://www.ibcmob.net/
http://assistpartners.org/
http://assistpartners.org/events/walk-run-ride-for-life/
https://www.fairfax.cc/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Fairfax+Community+Church/@38.8327505,-77.339174,15z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0x62f4dd718cbc846f?ved=2ahUKEwid7-mdzY_hAhXOrVkKHefBC6oQ_BIwDXoECAsQCA
https://mob2.typeform.com/to/eMxCmi
https://www.ibcmob.net/resources.html


Isaiah 41:10 (ESV)

Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I 

am your God. I will strengthen you, I will help you, 

I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.

Isaiah 41:10 (ESV)

3April 30, 2019 Genesis 39:1-23  Joseph the Slave, Potiphar’s Wife & Imprisonment

Memory Verse



Genesis
Overview
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Focus Four Events Four People

Reference
1:1 –
2:25

3:1 –
5:32

6:1 –
9:29

10:1 –
11:9

11:10 –
25:18

25:19 –
26:35

27:1 –
36:43

37:1 –
50:26

Division Creation Fall Flood Nations Abraham Isaac Jacob Joseph

Topic
The Human Race The Chosen Race (Hebrews)

Primeval History / Historical Patriarchal History / Biographical

Location
Fertile Crescent
( Eden – Haran )

Canaan
( Haran – Canaan ) 

Time
cir. 2,000 years

( cir. 4004 – 2090 B.C. )
193 years

( 2090 – 1897 B.C. )
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1+-+50&version=ESV


Genesis Divisions
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ית ִׁ֖ רֵאש  בְּ (bereshith) = Beginnings (of many things)

Greek = Genesis = Origin, Source, Generation, Beginning

ד֧וֹת תוֹלְּ (toledoth) = “These are the generations of…” or 
“This is the history of…” or “account of…” 10 sections:

Prologue (Genesis 1:1 – 2:3)
1. The generations of heaven and earth (Genesis 2:4 – 4:26)
2. The generations of Adam (Genesis 5:1 – 6:8)
3. The generations of Noah (Genesis 6:9 – 9:29)
4. The generations of the sons of Noah (Genesis 10:1 – 11:9)
5. The generations of Shem (Genesis 11:10 – 26)
6. The generations of Terah (Genesis 11:27 – 25:11)
7. The generations of Ishmael (Genesis 25:12 – 18)
8. The generations of Isaac (Genesis 25:19 – 35:29)
9. The generations of Esau (Genesis 36:1 – 37:1)
10. The generations of Jacob (Genesis 37:2 – 50:26)
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https://biblehub.com/hebrew/bereshit_7225.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7225.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/toldot_8435.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/8435.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1:1%E2%80%932:3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2:4+%E2%80%93+4:26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+5:1+%E2%80%93+6:8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+6:9+%E2%80%93+9:29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+10:1+%E2%80%93+11:9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+11:10+%E2%80%93+26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+11:27+%E2%80%93+25:11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+25:12+%E2%80%93+18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+25:19+%E2%80%93+35:29&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+36:1+%E2%80%93+37:1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+37:2+%E2%80%93+50:26&version=ESV


Last Meeting:

• Genesis 38:1-30 Joseph’s Family (Judah & Tamar) sins 
with Canaanites

• Encountering Genesis, Chapter 11, pages 147 - 150

This Meeting:

• Genesis 39:1-23 Joseph the Slave, Potiphar’s Wife & 
Imprisonment

• Encountering Genesis, Chapter 11, pages 150 - 151

Our Study of Genesis
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+38%3A1-30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+39%3A1-23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1+-+50&version=ESV


Genesis 39
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1 Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the 
captain of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought 
him down there. 2 The LORD was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he 
was in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 His master saw that the LORD was with him and 
that the LORD caused all that he did to succeed in his hands. 4 So Joseph found favor in his 
sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of 
all that he had. 5 From the time that he made him overseer in his house and over all that 
he had, the LORD blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; the blessing of the LORD

was on all that he had, in house and field. 6 So he left all that he had in Joseph's charge, 
and because of him he had no concern about anything but the food he ate.
Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. 7 And after a time his master's wife 
cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” 8 But he refused and said to his master's 
wife, “Behold, because of me my master has no concern about anything in the house, 
and he has put everything that he has in my charge. 9 He is not greater in this house than 
I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you, because you are his wife. How 
then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” 10 And as she spoke to Joseph 
day after day, he would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with her.



Genesis 39
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11 But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of the house 
was there in the house, 12 she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his 
garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house. 13 And as soon as she saw that he had 
left his garment in her hand and had fled out of the house, 14 she called to the men of her 
household and said to them, “See, he has brought among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. He came 
in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 15 And as soon as he heard that I 
lifted up my voice and cried out, he left his garment beside me and fled and got out of the 
house.” 16 Then she laid up his garment by her until his master came home, 17 and she told him 
the same story, saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came in to 
me to laugh at me. 18 But as soon as I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment beside 
me and fled out of the house.”
19 As soon as his master heard the words that his wife spoke to him, “This is the way your 
servant treated me,” his anger was kindled. 20 And Joseph's master took him and put him into 
the prison, the place where the king's prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison. 
21 But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight 
of the keeper of the prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the 
prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it. 23 The 
keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph's charge, because the 
LORD was with him. And whatever he did, the LORD made it succeed. 



Today’s culture views sexual immorality as no big deal.

9

Sobering Statistics #1   :-(

https://www.theamericanconservative.com/dreher/sex-christianity-gay-same-sex-marriage-homosexuality-slippery-slope/comment-page-1/
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Introduction



The story of Joseph in Genesis 39 says, “Yes!”

Is it even possible to be morally pure in our polluted world? 
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• 2018 revenue generated from pornography:
*  $57 billion world-wide
*  $12 billion USA

• 46% of men believe online affairs are adultery
• One of five (1 in 5) divorces say Facebook contributed
• 20% of men had an extramarital relationship:

*  40% friend *  23% stranger
*  35% coworker *  22% ex-lover

• Who has frequent fantasies about someone else:
*  80% of woman *  98% of men

https://www.infidelityhelpgroup.com/infidelity-help-statistics/infidelity-statistics-infographics/

Introduction
Sobering Statistics #2   :-(
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– Flourishing in Tough Circumstances  (39:1-5)
– Class is in Session:  Obedience 101  (39:6-10)
– How to Tell a Bold Face Lie  (39:11-15)
– Who Do I Believe:  Wife vs. Slave?  (39:16-20)
– “But the LORD…!”  (39:21-23)

“If Joseph, a young man reared in a society 
as morally corrupt as ours, who had no Bible, no church, 

and not much parental training, alone in a foreign culture, 
could resist the direct proposition of his master’s wife, 

then we can resist sexual temptation.”  -- Steve Cole

Overview
Genesis 39
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Observation & Interpretation

1 Now Joseph had been brought down to Egypt, and Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, the 
captain of the guard, an Egyptian, had bought him from the Ishmaelites who had brought 
him down there. 2 The Lord was with Joseph, and he became a successful man, and he 
was in the house of his Egyptian master. 3 His master saw that the Lord was with him and 
that the Lord caused all that he did to succeed in his hands. 4 So Joseph found favor in his 
sight and attended him, and he made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of 
all that he had. 5 From the time that he made him overseer in his house and over all that 
he had, the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph's sake; the blessing of the Lord 
was on all that he had, in house and field.

Flourishing in Tough Circumstances  (39:1-5)

Observations & Interpretation:
• Potiphar buys Joseph from the Ishmaelites, who had taken him to Egypt.
• “Officer” = eunuch(?), official.  “Captain of the Guard” = military royal guard.
• “The LORD was with Joseph”: (1) a foreign slave; (2) learned the language; 

(3) was diligent; and (4) Potiphar witnessed and benefited from God’s blessing. 
• “successful” = is exactly what Jacob’s presence did for Laban (Genesis 30:27).
• Verses 4-6 repeat four times that all was in Joseph’s charge (cf. Adam & Eve).

“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much…”  Luke 16:10
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Observation & Interpretation

6 So he left all that he had in Joseph's charge, and because of him he had no concern 
about anything but the food he ate. Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. 
7 And after a time his master's wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” 8 But 
he refused and said to his master's wife, “Behold, because of me my master has no 
concern about anything in the house, and he has put everything that he has in my charge. 
9 He is not greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except 
you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against 
God?” 10 And as she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not listen to her, to lie 
beside her or to be with her.

Class is in Session:  Obedience 101  (39:6-10)

Observations & Interpretation:
• The same description of Joseph is used to describe Rachel (Genesis 29:17).
• Others called “handsome” = David and Absalom, who both failed sexual tempting.
• “And after a time,” Joseph’s rise in duty registered with her (11 years?).
• He wisely reasoned: (1) he’s a slave; (2) he’s in position of privilege and trust; 

(3) no personal desire; (4) she is married to Potiphar; (5) a great sin against God.

• Self-control day after day = “would not…listen to…lie beside…or be with her”

“Why should you be intoxicated, my son, with a forbidden woman…” Proverbs 4:20
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+29%3A17&version=ESV


14

Observation & Interpretation

11 But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of the 
house was there in the house, 12 she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” 
But he left his garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house. 13 And as soon as 
she saw that he had left his garment in her hand and had fled out of the house, 14 she 
called to the men of her household and said to them, “See, he has brought among us a 
Hebrew to laugh at us. He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 
15 And as soon as he heard that I lifted up my voice and cried out, he left his garment 
beside me and fled and got out of the house.”

How to Tell a Bold Face Lie  (39:11-15)

Observations & Interpretation:
• She set up the perfect scenario for “Lie with me,” but Joseph again resisted. 
• God promises an escape, but we must take the way out (1 Corinthians 10:13). 
• He may not have run away naked, but his outer garment was stripped off. 
• Other servants in the house likely: (1) had seen this before; (2) knew Joseph’s integrity.
• Though accused of attempted rape, it doesn’t appear that he defended himself.

– The risk of confronting her scheme was greater than the threat of prison.

“You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.”  Exodus 20:16
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Observation & Interpretation

16 Then she laid up his garment by her until his master came home, 17 and she told him 
the same story, saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought among us, came in 
to me to laugh at me. 18 But as soon as I lifted up my voice and cried, he left his garment 
beside me and fled out of the house.”  19 As soon as his master heard the words that his 
wife spoke to him, “This is the way your servant treated me,” his anger was kindled. 
20 And Joseph's master took him and put him into the prison, the place where the king's 
prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison.

Who Do I Believe:  Wife vs. Slave?  (39:16-20)

Observations & Interpretation:
• This is the second time she blamed her husband for bringing this “Hebrew.”
• False: came to “laugh at me” = insult or rape.  True: “fled out of the house.”
• “his anger was kindled,” could be against his wife (i.e., he didn't believe her).

– Despite a sure death sentence, Potiphar chose to spare Joseph’s life.
• “prison” = sōhar (the only uses are here and in Genesis 40): a round fortress or 

dungeon; maybe part of the home; someone of particular value kept here.

“All this I observed…when man had power over man to his hurt.”  Ecclesiastes 8:9
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Observation & Interpretation

21 But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the 
sight of the keeper of the prison. 22 And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of 
all the prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever was done there, he was the one who 
did it. 23 The keeper of the prison paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph's 
charge, because the Lord was with him. And whatever he did, the Lord made it succeed.

“But the LORD…!”  (39:21-23)

Observations & Interpretation:
• God’s answer to a prayer of “protect me from XX” may lead to hardship.
• However, Joseph prospers, even in prison, because the LORD was with him.

– Wherever God’s people are (e.g., prison), He loves and takes care of them.
• The Chief Jailer also saw Joseph’s work ethic; thus, he trusted fully in him too.
• “Whatever was done…he…did it” = he exercised authority to get things done.
• Joseph’s imprisonment will lead him to Pharaoh and to more responsibility.

“Joseph…sold as a slave…until…the word of the LORD tested him.”  Psalm 105:17-20
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As Potiphar’s Slave (39:1-6):

*Verse 2: “the Lord was with Joseph”
*Verse 4: “So Joseph found favor in 

[Potiphar’s] sight”
*Verse 4: “[Potiphar] made him overseer 

over his house, and all that he owned he 
put in his charge”

*Verse 6: “with [Joseph] there he did not 
concern himself with anything except the 
food which he ate”
*Verse 3: “[Potiphar] saw that the Lord 

was with him and how the Lord caused all 
that he did to prosper”

Experience in Prison (39:21-23):

*Verse 21: “the Lord was with Joseph”
*Verse 21: “the Lord ... gave him favor in 

the sight of the chief jailer”
*Verse 22: “And the chief jailer committed 

to Joseph’s charge all the prisoners who 
were in the jail; so that whatever was 
done there, he was responsible for it”
*Verse 23: “The chief jailer did not 
supervise anything under Joseph’s charge”

*Verse 23: The chief jailer also put Joseph 
in charge because he saw that “the Lord 
was with him; and whatever he did, the 
Lord made to prosper.”

Observation & Interpretation
Parallels of Joseph’s Rise During Adversity

“Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.”  
Galatians 6:9
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Conclusion
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• God places us in tough situations so that we can learn 
to trust Him as we serve Him!
– Joseph was faithful in a little, but grew in authority.

• Resist sin, even in mundane or insignificant matters.
– Giving into sexual immorality weakens your witness and erodes 

your relationship with God and others.

• Obedience and diligence, while under the most trying 
circumstances, is well pleasing to God.
– Potiphar, his wife, other servants, the Chief Jailer, and other 

prisoners all saw Joseph’s dedication to the LORD.

“The patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold him into Egypt. Yet, God was with 
him, and rescued him from all his afflictions, and granted him favor and wisdom…”  

Acts 7:9-10
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Discussion & Application

1. To what degree should we try to shelter ourselves and our kids 
from sexually explicit movies, TV, books, magazines, etc.?

2. Discuss this statement: No one ever falls into sexual sin without 
first entertaining it in his or her mind.

3. When, where, and how do we cross the line between temptation 
and sin?  

4. Looking at Joseph’s circumstances to this point, what is the biblical 
answer to the question, “What is true success?”  What is the 
world’s answer?  Compare and contrast. 

5. Are there any differences in Joseph’s blessings and successes when 
he was in Potiphar’s house than when he was in prison?

6. In previous lessons, we introduced a theological view of Joseph as 
a type of Christ.  What areas in Genesis 39 illustrate this concept?
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Review:

• Genesis 39:1-23 Joseph the Slave, Potiphar’s Wife & 
Imprisonment 

• Encountering Genesis, Chapter 11, pages 150 - 151

Read:

• Genesis 40:1 – 41:57 Joseph Interprets 3 Dreams & 
Rises to Power 

• Encountering Genesis, Chapter 11, pages 151 - 154

Next Meeting
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Closing

• Questions 

• Benediction 
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Study References

Primary Reference:  The Holy Bible (always)

Secondary Reference / Commentary:  The Holy Bible (always)

“The Bible is always the best commentary on the Bible.” 

Additional References (as time permits): 

• Encountering the Book of Genesis, Bill T. Arnold, Baker Books, 1998

• Dr. Constable's Notes on Genesis (Full Commentary - FREE pdf download)

• Grace to You - John MacArthur's sermons on Genesis (audio files & transcripts) 

• Hebrew Interlinear (look up the meaning of the original Hebrew words)

• “Genesis,” by Allen P. Ross, in The Bible Knowledge Commentary – Old Testament, edited 
by John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, David C. Cook Publisher, Colorado Springs, CO 1985

• “What is divine providence?” at www.gotquestions.net

• Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI 1994

• Others references available at www.ibcmob.net/resources and online 

http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/books/encountering-the-book-of-genesis/232180
http://www.dts.edu/about/faculty/tconstable/
http://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/genesis.pdf
https://www.gty.org/
https://www.gty.org/library/resources/sermons-library/scripture/1?book=1&chapter=1
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/genesis/1.htm
http://www.gotquestions.net/
http://www.ibcmob.net/resources
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Bible Study

Inductive Bible Study Approach:

• Observation – What does it say? 

• Interpretation – What does it mean? 

• Application – How do I apply this in my life? 

Primary Reference:  The Holy Bible
Secondary Reference / Commentary:  The Holy Bible 
Additional References:  
• Encountering the Book of Genesis, Bill T. Arnold, Baker Books, 1998
• Dr. Constable's Notes on Genesis (Full Commentary - FREE pdf download)
• Grace to You - John MacArthur's sermons on Genesis (audio files & transcripts) 

http://bakerpublishinggroup.com/books/encountering-the-book-of-genesis/232180
http://www.dts.edu/about/faculty/tconstable/
http://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/genesis.pdf
https://www.gty.org/
https://www.gty.org/library/resources/sermons-library/scripture/1?book=1&chapter=1
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Interpreting Scripture

1. Normal - understanding the words of Scripture in their 
common usage unless otherwise indicated by the context.

2. Literal - understanding the meaning of Scripture in its 
ordinary sense unless the context requires a figurative 
interpretation.

3. Grammatical - using the recognized rules of grammar 
to interpret the text.

4. Historical - understanding the words of Scripture in the 
context of the times in which they were written.

5. Systematic - categorizing and comparing the teaching 
of the Scriptures with the whole of Scripture in view.

(Ref.  IBC What We Teach)

https://immanuelbible.church/discover/teach
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Introduction
Sobering Statistics #3   :-(
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