
For I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also 
to the Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from 
faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

Romans 1:16-17
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Announcements

• Welcome to the MOB! Website: www.ibcmob.net

• Job Seekers Seminar, IBC, May 5, 2018, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM 
$15 per person, Register Online, careers@ibc.church

• The Cripplegate Conference, IBC, June 8 – 10, 2018, 
Answering Islam, $35 per person, Register Online

• Please pray for MOB Fall 2018 – Spring 2019 and provide 
your input for which Bible book(s) we study next year by 
taking the IBC MOB 2018-2019 Study Preferences survey: 

https://mob2.typeform.com/to/mlQOZO

• Available later this week through May 20, 2018: 
MOB Fall 2017 – Spring 2018 End-of-Year Survey online 

https://mob2.typeform.com/to/XZSZiL
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Romans 16:25-27 (NASB) 

Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel 

and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of 

the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past, but now 

is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to 

the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to 

all the nations, leading to obedience of faith; to the only wise God, 

through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen.

Romans 16:25-27 (NASB)

Memory Verse
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Focus
Revelation 

of God’s 
Righteousness

Vindication 
of God’s 

Righteousness

Application 
of God’s 

Righteousness

Reference 1:1 – 3:20 3:21 – 5:21 6:1 – 8:39 9:1-29
9:30 –
10:21

11:1-36
12:1 –
13:14

14:1 –
16:27

Division
Need

for God’s 
Righteousness

Imputation
of God’s 

Righteousness

Demonstration
of God’s 

Righteousness

Israel’s 
Past: 

Election

Israel’s 
Present: 

Rejection

Israel’s 
Future: 

Restoration

Christian 
Duties

Christian 
Liberties

Topic
Sin Salvation

Sancti-
fication

Sovereignty Service

Doctrinal Behavioral

Location 
& Time

Probably written in Corinth (Greece) around 57 AD

Romans
Outline
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Last 2 Meetings

Encountering the Book of Romans
Chapter 18

A Plea for Unity in the Church – Part 1

A Plea for Unity in the Church – Part 2

Pages 177-188

Scripture:

– Romans 14 and 15

5Romans 15:14 -- 16:27May 1, 2018

Key Thoughts :

- Personal faith determines religious 
practice 

- Christians should not judge each 
other for practices God accepts 

- Christ is Lord so Christians are obliged 
to live for Him and not judge one 
another; all accountable 

- Christians have great freedom, but 
should refrain if it might cause others 
to stumble

- Christians should live in harmony, the 
strong bearing the burden with the 
weak, as Christ is our supreme 
example

- Our actions in unity bring glory and 
honor to God

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+14+-+15&version=ESV


This Meeting

Encountering the Book of Romans
Chapter 19

Additional Comments on the Concluding Material

Pages 191-197

Scripture:

– Romans 15:14 – 16:27

6Romans 15:14 -- 16:27May 1, 2018

Key Thoughts :

- Capstone encouragement to 
the church in Rome

- Greetings to and from fellow 
Christians

- Missions is about faces in the 
places

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+15%3A14+%E2%80%93+16%3A27&version=ESV


Romans 15:14 – 16:27 (ESV)

14I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full 
of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another. 
15But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder, 
because of the grace given me by God 16to be a minister of Christ Jesus to 
the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering 
of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 17In Christ 
Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God. 18For I will not 
venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through 
me to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, 19by the power 
of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God—so that from 
Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of 
the gospel of Christ; 20and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, 
not where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone else's 
foundation, 21but as it is written, “Those who have never been told of him 
will see, and those who have never heard will understand.”
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Romans 15:14 – 16:27 (ESV)

22This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you. 
23But now, since I no longer have any room for work in these regions, and 
since I have longed for many years to come to you, 24I hope to see you in 
passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there by you, once 
I have enjoyed your company for a while. 25At present, however, I am going 
to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. 26For Macedonia and Achaia have 
been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the saints at 
Jerusalem. 27For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to 
them. For if the Gentiles have come to share in their spiritual blessings, 
they ought also to be of service to them in material blessings. 28When 
therefore I have completed this and have delivered to them what has been 
collected, I will leave for Spain by way of you. 29I know that when I come to 
you I will come in the fullness of the blessing of Christ.
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Romans 15:14 – 16:27 (ESV)

30I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the 
Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, 
31that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my 
service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, 32so that by God's 
will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company. 33May 
the God of peace be with you all. Amen.

1I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at Cenchreae, 
2that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and 
help her in whatever she may need from you, for she has been a patron of 
many and of myself as well. 3Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in 
Christ Jesus, 4who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give 
thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles give thanks as well. 5Greet also 
the church in their house. Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who was the first 
convert to Christ in Asia. 
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Romans 15:14 – 16:27 (ESV)

6Greet Mary, who has worked hard for you. 7Greet Andronicus and Junia, 
my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners. They are well known to the apostles, 
and they were in Christ before me. 8Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the 
Lord. 9Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and my beloved Stachys. 
10Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ. Greet those who belong to the 
family of Aristobulus. 11Greet my kinsman Herodion. Greet those in the Lord 
who belong to the family of Narcissus. 12Greet those workers in the Lord, 
Tryphaena and Tryphosa. Greet the beloved Persis, who has worked hard in 
the Lord. 13Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord; also his mother, who has been a 
mother to me as well. 14Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, 
Hermas, and the brothers who are with them. 15Greet Philologus, Julia, 
Nereus and his sister, and Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. 
16Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you. 
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Romans 15:14 – 16:27 (ESV)

17I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and 
create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid 
them. 18For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own 
appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the 
naive. 19For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I 
want you to be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 
20The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 21Timothy, my fellow worker, greets you; so 
do Lucius and Jason and Sosipater, my kinsmen. 22I Tertius, who wrote this 
letter, greet you in the Lord. 23Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole 
church, greets you. Erastus, the city treasurer, and our brother Quartus, 
greet you. 
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Romans 15:14 – 16:27 (ESV)

25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that 
was kept secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through the 
prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the 
command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to 
the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
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Romans 15:14 – 16:27
Outline

• Romans 15:14-19
– Paul’s capstone encouragement to the church in Rome

• Romans 15:20-33
– Paul’s travel plans and request for prayer

• Romans 16:1-16
– Greetings to the church in Rome

• Romans 16:17-20
– Caution against false teachers

• Romans 16:21-23
– Greeting from the church in Corinth

• Romans 16:25-27
– Doxology
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Romans 15:14-19
Capstone Encouragement

Text: 14I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another. 15But on some 
points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder, because of the grace given 
me by God 16to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the 
gospel of God, so that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the 
Holy Spirit. 17In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God. 18For I 
will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has accomplished through me 
to bring the Gentiles to obedience—by word and deed, 19by the power of signs and 
wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God —so that from Jerusalem and all the way 
around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ

Observations:
• Paul encourages the church, emphasizing their strengths
• Paul reminds them that he has explained some missing concepts
• Paul reminds them that he has the authority to do so, but gives all the glory to Christ

Interpretation:
The ministry, service, teaching, reminding, and encouragement Paul provides is meant 
for their _______________.
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Romans 15:20-33
Travel Plans and Prayer Request

Text: 20and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel…. 23But now, since I no longer 
have any room for work in these regions, and since I have longed for many years to come 
to you, 24I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey 
there by you, once I have enjoyed your company for a while. 25At present, however, I am 
going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints. 26For Macedonia and Achaia have been 
pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the saints at Jerusalem…. 28When 
therefore I have completed this and have delivered to them what has been collected, I 
will leave for Spain by way of you…. 30I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ 
and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my 
behalf, 31that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for 
Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, 32so that by God's will I may come to you…
Observations:
• Paul presents his missionary intention: Preach the gospel
• Paul is bringing aid to those in need in the church in Jerusalem
• Paul plans to stop in Rome then proceed to Spain
• Paul asks for specific prayers for his journeys
Interpretation:
Paul presents timeless missions concerns: gospel focus, offerings/support, travel plans, 
prayer requests – all under the sovereignty of God’s will
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Encountering Mission
in the Epistles

“One looks in vain for a focus on a theology of mission in any 
one epistle.  However, interwoven among them are the great 
themes of mission already seen in the rest of the Scriptures.”

• God’s mercy extends to all people
– Romans 15:27-29, Galatians 3:28

• Mission involves a message
– Romans 1:1-4, Ephesians 2:8-9

• Mission faces a supernatural opponent
– Ephesians 2:1-3, Ephesians 6:12

• God is sovereignly in charge of mission
– Ephesians 2:4-6, Romans 15:20

• We are Christ’s ambassadors
– 2 Corinthians 5:20, Romans 10:12-17
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Moreau, Corwin, and McGee
Introducing World Missions
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Romans 16:1-16
Greetings to Rome
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Person or persons Notes

Prisca and Aquilla Early Jewish Christians, previously expelled from Rome, now back in Rome
Travelled with Paul, early teachers in the Church
Also mentioned in Acts 18, 1 Corinthians 16, and 2 Timothy 4

Epaenetus First convert to Christ in Asia

Mary Worked hard

Andronicus and Junia Kinsmen, fellow prisoners; well-known to the apostles

Ampliatus Beloved

Urbanus Fellow worker in Christ

Stachys Beloved

Apelles Approved in Christ

Family of Aristobulus, family of Narcissus

Herodion Kinsman

Tryphaena and Tryphosa Workers in the Lord

Persis Worked hard in the Lord

Rufus Chosen in the Lord

Rufus’ mother As a mother to Paul

Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, 
Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, Olympus

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+16&version=ESV
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Romans 16:17-20
Caution Against False Teachers

Text: 17I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and 
create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. 
18For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by 
smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts of the naive. 19For your obedience is 
known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to what is good 
and innocent as to what is evil. 20The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your 
feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Observation:
Paul cautions against false teachers, particularly those with “smooth talk and flattery”
• Smooth talk: χρηστολογίας (chrēstologias) 5542
• Flattery: εὐλογίας (eulogias) 2129
Interpretation:
Paul warns that false teachers preach a message that sounds easy, but that is not how 
the gospel is described
• 1 Corinthians 1:20-25, 2:12-14
• Matthew 19:24-26
• Titus 1:10-11
• John 3:10-11, 6:60-65
• 2 Peter 1:16, 3:15-16
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Romans 16:21-23
Greetings from Corinth
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Person or persons Notes

Timothy Young believer in the church, Paul met him in Lystra on Paul’s second 
missionary journey
Ministered with Silas in Berea and Macedonia
Ministered at Ephesus and Corinth also
Subject of 1 Timothy & 2 Timothy
Ministered to/with Paul in prison in Rome

Lucius, Jason, and Sosipater Kinsmen
Sosipater, also known as Sopater (Acts 20)

Tertius Paul’s scribe

Gaius Host to Paul and the whole Church
Travelled with Paul and Timothy (and others) in Troas and Philippi 
(Acts 20)

Erastus City Treasurer of Corinth
Mentioned in Acts 19 and 2 Timothy 4

Quartus Our brother

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+1&version=ESV
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Romans 16:25-27
Doxology

Text: 25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 
preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept 
secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through the prophetic 
writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the 
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God be 
glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.

Observation:
Paul concludes with a benediction highlighting the explanation of the Good News

Interpretation:
Like Jesus, Peter, and the writer of Hebrews, Paul acknowledges God’s timing and 
plan in what the Old Testament provided and how the New Testament fulfilled it
• Luke 24:13-27
• 1 Peter 1:10-12
• Hebrews 11:39-40
• Romans 5:6-8
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Missions: Places
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Missions: Faces

• Christians in Corinth:
– Paul, Timothy, Lucius, Jason, Sosipater, Tertius, Gaius, 

Erastus, Quartus

• Christians in Rome:
– Prisca and Aquilla, Epaenetus, Mary, Andronicus and 

Junia, Ampliatus, Urbanus, Stachys, Apelles, family of 
Aristobulus, family of Narcissus, Herodion, Tryphaena 
and Tryphosa, Persis, Rufus, Rufus’ mother, Asyncritus, 
Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, Philologus, Julia, 
Nereus and his sister, Olympus
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Missions: Places
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Missions: Faces

• Missionaries Sponsored by IBC:

• Missionaries You Sponsor / Know / Pray For:
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Discussion and Application

1. Who are the missionaries you pray for, know, and/or sponsor?
2. Where are they and what role are they engaged in?
3. Pray for them now.
4. What missions organizations do you follow and/or sponsor?
5. What role do they have?
6. Pray for them now.
7. Here are the 2018 IBC STOMP trips; pray for them now.

– April 5-8 – Washington, DC (Urban Immersion team: men, women, families)
– May 5-12 - Cuba evangelism team (closed to IBC elders and deacons)
– June 15-23 - Rome, Italy (Foundry led, adults and young adults)
– July 1-7 - Dayton, OH (Student Ministries)
– July 14-21 - Cuba VBS team (open to men, women and teens)
– July 25 - Aug 4 - Costa Rica (Student Ministries)
– July 29 - Aug 4 - Kentucky USA (Student Ministries)
– Sept 30 - Oct 7 - Cuba construction team (open to men and teen boys)
– Nov 1-8 - Quito, Ecuador (Hispanos en Cristo-led team; VBS, construction)
– Nov 3-10 - Cuba evangelism team (open to men and women)
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Romans Review

Read:  

• Romans 1 – 16 (read the entire letter) 

Be prepared to share what you learned and 
how you grew spiritually during our study 
of Romans this past year with the MOB. 

Next Meeting
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Closing

• Questions? 

• Comments? 

• Closing Prayer 
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