
WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable                

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God 

may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV)
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Announcements

• MOB Website & Resources: www.ibcmob.net

• Easter Concerts (April 11-13)

• NO MOB  April 15

• CREDO Conference (May 1-2)

• Assist Walk-Run-Ride (May 10)
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http://www.ibcmob.net/


Please Rise

• Invocation/Prayer.

• Song:

“He Lives”
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He Lives
1 of 3

I serve a risen Savior,  He’s in the world today.
I know that He is living,
Whatever men may say.

I see His hand of mercy;  I hear His voice of cheer;
And just the time I need Him,

He’s always near.

April 8, 2025 First Corinthians Chapter 15:20-34 - The Believers' Resurrection 4



He Lives
Chorus 1 of 3

He lives, He lives,  Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me

Along life’s narrow way.

He lives, He lives,  Salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives?

    HE LIVES … within my heart.
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He Lives
2 of 3

In all the world around me,  I see His loving care,
And though my heart grows weary,

I never will despair;

I know that He is leading,  Through all the stormy blast;
The day of His appearing,

Will come at last.
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He Lives
Chorus 2 of 3

He lives, He lives,  Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me

Along life’s narrow way.

He lives, He lives,  Salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives?
     HE LIVES … within my heart.
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He Lives
3 of 3

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian,  Lift up your voice and sing
Eternal hallelujahs

  To Jesus Christ the King!

The Hope of all who seek Him,  The Help of all who find,
None other is so loving,

  So good and kind.
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He Lives
Chorus 3 of 3

He lives, He lives,  Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me

Along life’s narrow way.

He lives, He lives,  Salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives?

 HE LIVES … within my heart.
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Memory Verse

1st Cor. 15:21

“21For as by a man came death, by a man has 
come also the resurrection of the dead.”
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Our Study of First Corinthians

Review:
• First Corinthians 15:1-19 (by Anthony Lee)

• Memory Verse:  1st Cor. 15:3-4
• Reading: MacArthur (pp. 397-414) or Constable (pp. 291-302)

Study:
• First Corinthians 15:20-34, “Believers’ Resurrection,” (Neal)

• Memory Verse:  1st Cor. 15:21
• Reading: MacArthur (pp. 415-430) or Constable (pp. 302-310)
• Refreshment Host:  Small Group C
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First Corinthians Study Schedule 

for Fall 2024 – Spring 2025
as of February 24, 2025
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First Corinthians

• Author:  Apostle Paul

• Date:  ~55 A.D. from Ephesus

• Setting:

• S. Greece, Roman Province

• Commercial and trade center

• Key Details:

• Response to visits and questions

• Second of four letters

• Discipline for the undisciplined

Overview (Chap. 1-16):
• Introduction 1:1-9

• Divisions in the church 1:10—4:21

• Lack of discipline in the church chs. 5—6

• Marriage and related matters ch. 7

• Food offered to idols 8:1—11:1

• Propriety in worship 11:2-16

• The Lord's Supper 11:17-34

• Spiritual gifts and spiritual people chs. 12—14

• The resurrection of believers ch. 15

• The collection for Jerusalem believers 16:1-12

• Conclusion 16:13-24
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Introduction
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“In these verses, [Paul] assesses the results and 

merits of the Lord’s resurrection for those who believe 

in him. Where the previous section had demonstrated 

the absurdity of the denial of a bodily resurrection for 

Christian faith, this section explains the theological 

and practical benefits for believers who trust in 
Christ’s resurrection.”  Paul Gardner

“… Christians are the most gullible people on the earth.”  Arnold 



So, the reality of the resurrection means what for believers?

What?  The tomb’s not empty??
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The Consequences of No Resurrection:

• Neither has Christ been raised.

• Your preaching is in vain.

• Your faith is in vain.

• We are found false witnesses.

• You are still in your sins.

• Those asleep have perished forever.

• We all are most pitied.

Oh no, it’s Sunday. Jesus 

is still here. Now what?

1 Cor. 15:12-19



Lesson Overview
First Corinthians 15:20-34

Since There Is A Resurrection, All Believers Are:

• Revived In Christ  (15:20-22)

• Awakened In Order  (15:23-24)

• Subjected To Him  (15:25-28)

• Motivated By Faith  (11:29-32)

• Warned About Deception (15:33-34)
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First Corinthians 15:20-22
Revived In Christ

April 8, 2025 First Corinthians Chapter 15:20-34 - The Believers' Resurrection 17

20 But in fact Christ has been raised from 
the dead, the firstfruits of those who have 
fallen asleep. 21 For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead 22 For as in Adam 
all die, so also in Christ shall all be made 
alive.

Paul begins the truth of all believers’ resurrection by 

contrasting Adam’s sin versus Christ’s righteousness.

Colossians 1:18



First Corinthians 15:20-22
Revived In Christ
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Like the firstfruits, the resurrection was a guarantee, just like how the 

initial crop was a pledge offering to God, representing the whole harvest.

Adam defeated in sin, but 
Christ gave us victory.

Firstfruits praised God for His 
provision and ownership.

Rom. 5:17-19

Though asleep in death, the 
promise says they will be 

made alive.

1 Thess. 4:14Lev. 23:10



First Corinthians 15:20-22
Revived In Christ
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1 Pet. 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a 
living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

Rom. 6:4  We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

Adam’s sin was imputed to all at birth, but Christ’s righteousness is 

imputed to all that believe. Rejecting Christ’s death guarantees you’ll die 

in your sin.



First Corinthians 15:23-24
Awakened In Order
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23 But each in his own order: Christ 
the firstfruits, then at his coming 
those who belong to Christ. 
24 Then comes the end, when he 
delivers the kingdom to God the 
Father after destroying every rule 
and every authority and power.

“Christ’s resurrection set in motion a sequence of events that will culminate 

with the complete overthrow of all hostile powers opposed to God, including 

death, ...”  Mark Taylor



First Corinthians 15:23-24
Awakened In Order
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1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th

The
Third
Day

Shortly
After

Christ’s 
Resurrection

Before
The

Tribulation

Middle
Of

The
Tribulation

After Jacob’s 
Trouble or                  

Great 
Tribulation

Beginning
of               

Millennial 
Kingdom

End
of

Millennial 
Kingdom

Jesus     
Christ

A Few O.T. 
Saints

Rapture 
Church

Two 
Witnesses

O.T. Saints Tribulation 
Martyrs

Unbelieving 
Dead

Christ the firstfruits. Then at his coming, those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end.

Coming = Parousia can mean arrival, along side, but also includes the idea of presence. 

Matt. 28:1-6 Matt. 27:52-53 1 Thess. 4:13-18 Rev. 11:7-12 Ezek. 37:13-14 Rev. 20:4-6 Rev. 20:11-15



First Corinthians 15:23-24
Awakened In Order
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“This is an amazing prophetic passage teaching a truth about the 

future Kingdom that is taught no where else in the Bible.”
Precept Austin

“Tagma” was a military 
term used of troops in 

divisions.  Order of ranks.

Only use in bible.

Christ will destroy all evil 
demonic forces.

Eph. 6:121 Cor. 1:8

“End” goal attained, result 
achieved, purpose fulfilled.



First Corinthians 15:23-24
Awakened In Order
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Dan. 12:2  And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt.

Isa. 26:19  Your dead shall live; their bodies shall rise. You who dwell in the 
dust, awake and sing for joy! For your dew is a dew of light, and the earth 
will give birth to the dead.

Psa. 17:15  As for me, I shall behold your face in righteousness; when I 
awake, I shall be satisfied with your likeness.

It’s interesting, that the Sadducees did not believe in a resurrection when 

the Old Testament was clear how God placed eternity in men’s hearts.



First Corinthians 15:25-28
Subjected To Him
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25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is 
death. 27 For “God has put all things in subjection 
under his feet.” But when it says, “all things are put 
in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put 
all things in subjection under him. 28 When all 
things are subjected to him, then the Son himself 
will also be subjected to him who put all things in 
subjection under him, that God may be all in all.

Now we see what it looks like when every knee bows and every 

tongue confesses Him as LORD! (i.e., Romans 14:11)

2 Kings 15:29



First Corinthians 15:25-28
Subjected To Him
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Jesus’ millennial reign fulfills prophecies about Himself, and the nation of 

Israel.  His rule culminates with the Great White Throne Judgement.

God will “be all in all” to 
restore fellowship as in the 
Garden of Eden prior to sin.

Gen 1:31

Destroyed enemies, including 
death, fall “under” His feet.

Rom. 8:28-29

Jesus was subject to man 
from birth until death; now 

all are subject to Him.

Heb. 2:8



First Corinthians 15:25-28
Subjected To Him

April 8, 2025 First Corinthians Chapter 15:20-34 - The Believers' Resurrection 26

Psalm 110:1  The Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I 
make your enemies your footstool.”

Eph. 1:22  And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head 
over all things to the church.

Heb. 10:12  But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice 
for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 waiting from that 
time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.

“The Godhead, will now rest in undisturbed repose, every enemy having been 

dealt with, and the whole creation will move into eternal conditions: the 

struggle and conflict of earth [is] over for ever.”  What The Bible Teaches



First Corinthians 15:29-32
Motivated By Faith
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29 Otherwise, what do people mean by being 
baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead are 
not raised at all, why are people baptized on their 
behalf? 30 Why are we in danger every hour? 
31 I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I 
have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! 
32 What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought 
with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, 
“Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”

As the previous verses are hard to interpret, verse 29 invokes 

further challenges, but the context helps limit our speculations.

2 Pet. 3:16



First Corinthians 15:29-32
Motivated By Faith
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Paul’s point in these verses is to highlight three activities, which would 

suggest to any observer, why would anyone do these things if they did 

not possess a strong belief in the resurrection?

Uncertainty of vs 29 meaning:

Summarized theories:

1. Pagans baptized vicariously for 
those who didn’t before death.  
2. Christians baptized due to 
influence of dead Christian leaders.
3. Converts baptized because of 
their respect for a dead loved one.
4. Persons in catechism having died 
before being baptized were proxy 
baptized by living Christians.

Paul faced tough opposition 
to share the Gospel but 
boasts in the benefits.

2 Cor. 1:8-10

If there is no resurrection, 
then let’s party like it’s 1999!

Luke 12:19



First Corinthians 15:29-32
Motivated By Faith
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2 Tim. 4:17  But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so 
that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all 
the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth.

Heb. 11:35  Women received back their dead by resurrection. 
Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they 
might rise again to a better life.

“Facing certain death, [Israel] did not turn to God in repentance, but to food and drink to 

blunt the impact of disaster (Is. 22:13). In (our) context, Paul asserts that the hope of 

resurrection is a superior antidote to life’s problems than escape into oblivion.”
John Schultz



??

Galatians 5:9

Association With Bad Company Overtime
[Note: The Simulation Is Not To Scale]

First Corinthians 15:33-34
Warned About Deception
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33 Do not be deceived: “Bad 
company ruins good morals.” 
34 Wake up from your 
drunken stupor, as is right, 
and do not go on sinning. For 
some have no knowledge of 
God. I say this to your shame.

When believers are unequally yoked, we are cautioned not to 
underestimate how poor friendships devastate our witness.



First Corinthians 15:33-34
Warned About Deception
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Thus, Paul commands those in the Church who deny the resurrection to not 

be led astray and to “stop sinning” by not acknowledging this truth.

Remember Eddie Haskell’s 
effect in Leave It To Beaver?

The Corinthians are charged 
to leave their daze and think 
right about the resurrection.

1 Thess. 5:6

It was shameful for some to 
have no knowledge of God.

Jer. 9:23-24Prov. 13:20

Deceptive!



First Corinthians 15:33-34
Warned About Deception

April 8, 2025 First Corinthians Chapter 15:20-34 - The Believers' Resurrection 32

Rev 16:15  Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one 
who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go 
about naked and be seen exposed!

Phil. 3:10  That I may know him and the power of his 
resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in 
his death. 11 That by any means possible I may attain the 
resurrection from the dead.

“The context implies that the bad company was teaching the heretical 

theology that there is no resurrection of the dead, and that bad theology 

had corrupted good morals.”   John MacArthur



Summary
First Corinthians 15:20-34

If The Resurrection …

… Is Not True:

•Then we will all die in our sins 
and have no hope or future.

•We might as well live like 
there is no tomorrow with no 
consequences for our actions.
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Since The Resurrection …

… Is True:

•Then we carry our cross daily 
in faith, hope, and love.

•Serve God with all our heart, 
mind, and soul, trusting He 
has our best interest in mind.



Conclusion
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“For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 

resurrection of the dead.”  1st Corinthians 15:21

“Why then should it be thought incredible that God 

should raise the dead? That was the surprised 

question of Paul to King Agrippa (Acts 26:8). If God 

could take some dust and breathe life into it to create a 

man (Gen. 2:7), why would anyone think it incredible 

for this same God to raise someone from the dead? 

Yes, it is most credible that Jesus would arise. It would 

be incredible if after the miraculous life He lived He had 

remained in the grave. Hallelujah! Christ arose!”

                                 Precept Austin



Next Meeting

Review:
• First Corinthians 15:20-34, “Believers’ Resurrection,” (Neal)

• Memory Verse:  1st Cor. 15:21
• Reading: MacArthur (pp. 415-430) or Constable (pp. 302-310)

Study:
• First Corinthians 15:35-45 (Teacher: Kirk Streitmater)
• Memory Verse:  1st Cor. 15:45
• Reading: MacArthur (pp. 431-439) or Constable (pp. 310-316)
• Refreshment Host:  Small Group D
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April 22, 2025



Discussion & Application

• What did the apostle Paul say, based on last week’s lesson, are the 
implications if believers’ bodies aren’t, in fact, resurrected?

• What does it mean that Christ’s resurrection is the “first fruits” of 
those who “sleep”?

• How does this passage contrast, and connect, the good and bad effects 
applicable for us from the lives of Adam and Christ?

• What does Paul say will happen “at the end time” when Christ returns?

• What does it mean that God will one day be “all in all”?
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Discussion & Application

• What does/doesn’t this passage teach about “baptism for the dead”?

• Why, and for what, did Paul say he was willing to “die daily”?

• How does Paul say we would be naturally inclined to live “if the dead 
are not raised”?

• Why does Paul insert the expression, “bad company corrupts good 
morals”—and what’s its context in this passage?

• Why does Paul admonish his readers to “become sober-minded,” and 
to “stop sinning”?

• What important lesson(s) will you take from this passage?
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Closing

•Benediction 

•Small Group Assignments
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1 Corinthians 15:20-34

• 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 21 For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as 
in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But each in his own order: Christ the 
firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 24 Then comes the end, when he 
delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and 
power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to 
be destroyed is death. 27 For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, 
“all things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in subjection under 
him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who 
put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. 29 Otherwise, what do people mean 
by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead are not raised at all, why are people baptized on 
their behalf? 30 Why are we in danger every hour? 31 I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which I 
have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! 32 What do I gain if, humanly speaking, I fought with 
beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” 33 Do not 
be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” 34 Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and 
do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say this to your shame.
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First Corinthians 15:23-24
Awakened In Order
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Thus, victory is attained when the Son delivers the Kingdom to the 

Father.  Revelation Chap. 20 describes Satan’s ultimate fate. 



First Corinthians 15:23-24
Awakened In Order
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