
WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable                

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God 

may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV)
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Announcements

 MOB Website & Resources:  www.ibcmob.net

 CREDO conference 1-2 May

http://www.ibcmob.net/


3

Please Rise

 Invocation/Prayer.

Song:

“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”
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My hope is built on nothing less

than Jesus' blood and righteousness:

I dare not trust the sweetest frame,

but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand:

all other ground is sinking sand;

all other ground is sinking sand.

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
By Edward Mote, Verse 1 of 4
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When darkness veils His lovely face,

I rest on His unchanging grace;

in every high and stormy gale,

my anchor holds within the veil.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand:

all other ground is sinking sand;

all other ground is sinking sand.

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
By Edward Mote, Verse 2 of 4
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His oath, His covenant, His blood

support me in the whelming flood;

when all around my soul gives way,

He then is all my hope and stay. 

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand:

all other ground is sinking sand;

all other ground is sinking sand.

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
By Edward Mote, Verse 3 of 4
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When He shall come with trumpet sound,

O may I then in Him be found:

dressed in His righteousness alone,

faultless to stand before the throne.

On Christ, the solid Rock, I stand:

all other ground is sinking sand;

all other ground is sinking sand.

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
By Edward Mote, Verse 4 of 4
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Our Study of 1 Corinthians

 Last Meeting:
 First Corinthians 15:20-34, “The Resurrection of the Dead”
 Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:21
 Reading: MacArthur pp. 415-430 or Dr. Constable’s Notes, pp. 302-310

 This Meeting:
 First Corinthians 15:35-49, “The Resurrection Body”
 Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:45
 Reading: MacArthur pp. 431-439 or Dr. Constable’s Notes, pp. 310-316

 Refreshment Host: Group D 
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Memory Verse

1 Corinthians 15:45 (ESV)

Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a 
living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving 

spirit.

…then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the 

ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and 

the man became a living creature.
Gen 2:7
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1 Corinthians Outline
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Topics

Divisions in the 
Church

Disorder in the       
Church

Difficulties in the 
Church

Concern Condemnation Counsel

Place Written in Ephesus 

Time circa A.D. 56
Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa, Talk Thru the Bible (Nashville: T. Nelson, 1983), 380.
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It doesn’t take a scholar…

But we have the 

mind of Christ 2:16

…you are God’s temple 

and…God’s Spirit 

dwells in you? 3:16

You are not your own, for 

you were bought with a 

price. 6:19

CORRECTIONSTANDING
Divisions in the 

Church (1, 3)

Sexual Immorality (5)

Lawsuits against 

Believers (6)

Sexual Immorality 

(again)COUNSEL

Paul employed various Greco-Roman rhetorical techniques 

and Jewish interpretative methods, demonstrating 

proficiency in both Greek and Jewish scriptural traditions

Statue of the apostle at the Basilica of St. Paul Outside-the-

Walls, Rome

Principles of Marriage (7) 

Live as You are Called

The Unmarried and the Widow

Food Offered to Idols (8-11)

Public Worship (11-14)

Resurrection (15)

Collection for Jerusalem (16)
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The Majestic Chapter 

Few books of Scripture culminate as dramatically as does 
1 Corinthians with its majestic chapter 15. Together 
perhaps with Rom 8, it represents the pinnacle of Pauline 
rhetoric and theological argument, and yet (like Rom 8) it 
does not contain the musings of an armchair theologian. 
Rather, it embodies the deepest and most practical 
convictions of a man who believes that what he has to say 
is a matter of life and death for himself and his 
readers/hearers.

Michael J. Gorman, Apostle of the Crucified Lord: A Theological Introduction to Paul & His Letters,  330.
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…ending of the previous section

34 Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, 

and do not go on sinning. For some have no 

knowledge of God. I say this to your shame. 

1 Co 15:34 (ESV)
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1 Corinthians 15:35-41

The Resurrection Body

35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body

do they come?” 36 You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life

unless it dies. 37 And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare

kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38 But God gives it a body

as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 39 For not all flesh

is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another

for birds, and another for fish. 40 There are heavenly bodies and earthly

bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the

earthly is of another. 41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of

the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.
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Layers of Argument

 Underlying Topic or Concern

 Specific Application

 Universal Theological Concept

Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the 

Book widens and deepens with our years.

CHARLES SPURGEON
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1 Corinthians 15:42-49

42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what

is raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is

sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is

raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual

body. 45 Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a living being”; the

last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is first

but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47 The first man was from the earth, a

man of dust; the second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man of dust, so

also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are

those who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of

dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.
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35 But someone will ask, “How are

the dead raised? With what kind of

body do they come?” 36 You

foolish person! What you sow

does not come to life unless it

dies. 37 And what you sow is not

the body that is to be, but a bare

kernel, perhaps of wheat or of

some other grain. 38 But God gives

it a body as he has chosen, and to

each kind of seed its own body.

1 Corinthians 15:35-38

You fool!

(lit., “how senseless or thoughtless”)

Two Introductory Questions; not quite

rhetorical, but also not affirming

BadGood

Hellenistic Dualism

(flawed body / good soul)

MATERIAL

BODY
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1 Corinthians 15:39-41

Different kinds of flesh…

 Humans, animals, birds, fish

Different kinds of bodies…

 Heavenly and earthly

Different kinds of glories…

 Sun, moon and stars

39 For not all flesh is the same, but

there is one kind for humans,

another for animals, another for

birds, and another for fish.
40 There are heavenly bodies and

earthly bodies, but the glory of the

heavenly is of one kind, and the

glory of the earthly is of another.
41 There is one glory of the sun,

and another glory of the moon,

and another glory of the stars; for

star differs from star in glory.
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1 Corinthians 15:42-44

So is it with…(ESV)

So also is… (NASB, KJV)

So will it be with…(NIV)

42 So is it with the resurrection of

the dead. What is sown is

perishable; what is raised is

imperishable. 43 It is sown in

dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is

sown in weakness; it is raised in

power. 44 It is sown a natural body;

it is raised a spiritual body. If there

is a natural body, there is also a

spiritual body.

…the resurrection of 
the dead

Connecting the thoughts



Different Glories

Glory of the 

Heavenly

Glory of the 

Earthly
Different glories (v. 41, 42)

Sown is Perishable Raised is Imperishable

Sown in dishonor Raised in glory

Sown in weakness Raised in power

Sown is a 

natural body

Raised is a 

spiritual body

&

Resurrection 

of the Dead 

(v. 42)

…so also 

there is

A re-creation!

Paul proceeded to show that the 

resurrection of believers was not simply a 

resuscitation of dead bodies but a powerful 

re-creation of new, glorified, bodies. 

- Tom Constable -

Sun, earth, stars (between stars)
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1 Corinthians 15:45-49

The natural 

and the 

spiritual

45 Thus it is written, “The first man Adam

became a living being”; the last Adam became a

life-giving spirit. 46 But it is not the spiritual that is

first but the natural, and then the spiritual. 47 The

first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the

second man is from heaven. 48 As was the man

of dust, so also are those who are of the dust,

and as is the man of heaven, so also are those

who are of heaven. 49 Just as we have borne the

image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the

image of the man of heaven.



The Natural…then the Spiritual

If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.

“The first man Adam 

became a living soul”

Gen 2:7

The last Adam became a 

life-giving spirit.

Rom 5:14

THE NATURAL IS FIRST …THEN THE SPIRITUAL

FIRST MAN IS FROM THE

EARTH

THE SECOND MAN IS FROM

HEAVEN

AS IS THE EARTHY, SO

ALSO ARE THOSE WHO ARE

EARTHY

AND AS IS THE HEAVENLY, 

SO ALSO ARE THOSE WHO

ARE HEAVENLY.

JUST AS WE HAVE BORNE

THE IMAGE OF THE EARTHY

WE WILL ALSO BEAR THE

IMAGE OF THE HEAVENLY.

psychikos

(psychēn

zōsan)
(pneuma 

zōopoioun)

Giver of life
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Key Things to Consider 

 The theme of standing, correction and counsel continues
 Corinthians…don’t make this harder than it needs to be

 Rhetorical tools deftly weave into the argument (analogy, comparison 
and contrasting)

 Bodies perishable, dishonored, weak, and natural…raised 
to imperishable, glorious, powerful, and spiritual
 Comparing/Contrasting; re-creating the natural into spiritual

…So it is with the resurrection of the dead (v. 42)
 Sown is perishable, raised is imperishable

24
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Paul’s Universal Concept

THANK God, we are to gain by death! We are to have something that death 
cannot touch. When this earthly body is raised, all the present imperfection 
will be gone. Jacob will leave his lameness. Paul will have no thorn in the 
flesh. We shall enter a life that deserves the name of life, happy, glorious, 
ever-lasting—the body once more united to the soul, no longer mortal, 
subject to pain and disease and death, but glorified, incorruptible, “fashioned 
like unto His glorious body,” everything that hinders the spiritual life left 
behind. We are exiles now, but then we who are faithful shall stand before 
the throne of God, joint heirs with Christ, kings and priests, citizens of that 
heavenly country.

D.L. Moody   D. L. Moody, The D. L. Moody Year Book: A Living Daily Message from the Words of D. L. Moody, ed. Emma Moody 

Fitt (East Northfield, MA: The Bookstore, 1900), 221. (Dec 11th)

According to D.L. Moody
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Discussion and Application

1. For what did the apostle Paul “cast shame” on the Corinthian believers in 
his closing admonishment in last week’s lesson, and how does this set up 
his main point in our lesson tonight, on verses 35-49?

2. What does Paul say is necessary for “the dead” to rise?

3. In what sense is a “dead body” like a seed of grain planted in the ground?

4. What so unique about “the resurrected body” Paul says God will 
“eventually produce”?

5. How does the heavenly body compare and contrast with the earthly body, 
according to this text?

6. Discuss the message of the resurrection in the following texts: Rom 1:1-6; 
Heb 6:1-3; 1 Cor 15:13; Phil 3:9-11; 1 Pet 1:3-5; 1 Pet 3:21-22?



27

Discussion and Application

7. Why would someone who acknowledges a creator God think this same God 
couldn’t resurrect the dead and restore the body?

8. What’s the essential difference between the bodies of the “first Adam,” and 
those of the “last Adam”?

9. How did Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances give some idea of what our 
own resurrected bodies will be like some day?

10. How would you describe the hope this passage offers for life after death, 
for the believer?  Discuss the summary provided by D.L. Moody.

11. How does this text support the reality of Paul’s argument, in 15:26 and 
elsewhere, that Christ has “conquered and abolished death”?

12. What key thoughts will you take from this passage, for the rest of your life?
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Our Study of 1 Corinthians

 This Meeting:
 First Corinthians 15:35-49, “The Resurrection Body”
 Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:45
 Reading: MacArthur pp. 431-439 or Dr. Constable’s Notes, pp. 310-316

 Next Meeting:
 First Corinthians 15:50-58, “Mystery and Victory”
 Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:58
 Reading: MacArthur pp. 439-448 or Dr. Constable’s Notes, pp. 316-324
 Refreshment Host: Group E 

28
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1 Corinthians MOB Schedule 

for Fall 2024 – Spring 2025

D

E

F

G

H



BACKUP
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OT Quotations/References to 1 Cor
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Paul’s Instruction
Greeting

Thanksgiving

But I appeal to you 

brothers 1:10

For Christ did not send me to 

baptize, but to preach the 

gospel – 1:17

CorrectionStanding

Divisions in the Church (3)
“I planted, Apollos watered, but 

God gave the growth” v6

Divisions in the Church (1)
“I follow Paul, or I follow 

Apollos…” v12

But we have the 

mind of Christ 2:16

Do you not know that 

you are God’s temple 

and that God’s Spirit 

dwells in you? 3:16
Sexual Immorality Defiles the Church (5)

Lawsuits against Believers (6)

Flee Sexual Immorality

For we are God’s fellow 

workers. You are God’s 

field, God’s building 3:10

You are not your own, for 

you were bought with a 

price. So glorify God in 

your body. 6:19

Proclaiming Christ Crucified / 

Wisdom from the Spirit  (2)

Christ the Wisdom

and Power of God (1)

Ministry of the Apostles (4)
“servants of Christ and stewards of 

the mysteries of God” v1

Paul Surrenders His Rights 

(Chapter 9)

Principles of Marriage

Live as You are Called

The Unmarried and the Widow

Food Offered to Idols (8)

(7)
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Non-Jewish, Jewish, Messianic 

“Paul’s genius…is his ability to weave all of these 
sorts of elements into a coherent whole governed by 
the image of Jesus as the crucified but now exalted 
Messiah and Lord. His letters are thus specimens of 
what we may call focused intertextuality—a woven 
fabric of variegated threads with a dominant 
thematic color, to which all the threads seem 
destined to pay homage.”

Michael J. Gorman, Apostle of the Crucified Lord: A Theological Introduction to Paul & His Letters, Second Edition, 106.
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 Just as with our Lord, our bodies, which are now 
perishable, dishonored, weak, and natural, will be 
raised into bodies that are imperishable, glorious, 
powerful, and spiritual.

John F. MacArthur Jr., 1 Corinthians, MacArthur New Testament 
Commentary (Chicago: Moody Press, 1984), 439.


