
WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!
All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable                

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man of God 

may be complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV)
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Announcements

◼ MOB Website & Resources:  www.ibcmob.net

◼ CREDO conference 1-2 May

http://www.ibcmob.net/


3

Please Rise

◼ Invocation/Prayer.

◼Song:

“Rise up, O Men of God!”
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Rise up, O men of God!

Have done with lesser things.

Give heart and mind and soul and strength

To serve the King of kings. 

Rise Up, O Men of God!

Verse 1 of 4
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Rise up, O men of God!

The kingdom tarries long.

Bring in the day of brotherhood

And end the night of wrong.

Rise Up, O Men of God!

Verse 2 of 4
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Rise up, O men of God!

The church for you doth wait,

Her strength unequal to her task;

Rise up and make her great!

Rise Up, O Men of God!

Verse 3 of 4
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Lift high the cross of Christ!

Tread where His feet have trod.

As brothers of the Son of Man,

Rise up, O men of God!

Rise Up, O Men of God!

Verse 4 of 4
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Our Study of 1 Corinthians

◼ Last Meeting:
◼ First Corinthians 15:35-49, “The Resurrection Body”
◼ Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:45
◼ Reading: MacArthur pp. 431-439 or Dr. Constable’s Notes, pp. 310-316

◼ This Meeting:
◼ First Corinthians 15:50-58, “Mystery and Victory”
◼ Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:58
◼ Reading: MacArthur pp. 439-448 or Dr. Constable’s Notes, pp. 316-324

◼ Refreshment Host: Group E 
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Memory Verse

1 Corinthians 15:58 (ESV)

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the 

Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in 
vain.
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1 Corinthians Outline
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Topics

Divisions in the 
Church

Disorder in the       
Church

Difficulties in the 
Church

Concern Condemnation Counsel

Place Written in Ephesus 

Time circa A.D. 56 
Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa, Talk Thru the Bible (Nashville: T. Nelson, 1983), 380.
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It doesn’t take a scholar…

But we have the 

mind of Christ 2:16

…you are God’s temple 

and…God’s Spirit 

dwells in you? 3:16

You are not your own, for 

you were bought with a 

price. 6:19

CORRECTIONSTANDING
Divisions in the 

Church (1, 3)

Sexual Immorality (5)

Lawsuits against 

Believers (6)

Sexual Immorality 

(again)COUNSEL

Paul employed various Greco-Roman rhetorical techniques 

and Jewish interpretative methods, demonstrating 

proficiency in both Greek and Jewish scriptural traditions

Statue of the apostle at the Basilica of St. 
Paul Outside-the-Walls, Rome

Principles of Marriage (7) 

Live as You are Called

The Unmarried and the Widow

Food Offered to Idols (8-11)

Public Worship (11-14)

Resurrection (15)

Collection for Jerusalem (16)
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Layers of Argument

◼ Underlying Topic or Concern

◼ Specific Application

◼ Universal Theological Concept

Nobody ever outgrows Scripture; the 

Book widens and deepens with our years.

CHARLES SPURGEON
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A quick review…

Oh wake up from your drunken stupor…(v. 34)
…and separate from those who deny the resurrection

Two Questions (v. 35)

• How are the dead raised?

• With what kind of body do they come?
You Fool! (V. 36)

Now, Paul pointedly reminds the Corinthians that the bodily resurrection is a 

fundamental and necessary component to salvation and eschatology. 
- Lexham Research Commentary – 1 Cor 15:50
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1 Corinthians 15:50-53

Mystery and Victory

50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 

nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a 

mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment, 

in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, 

and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For 

this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body 

must put on immortality. 
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1 Corinthians 15:54-58

54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 

immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 

              “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

        55  “O death, where is your victory? 

       O death, where is your sting?” 

56  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be 

to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not 

in vain. 
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1 Corinthians 15:50-53

50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood 

cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does 

the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not 

all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 

last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and 

the dead will be raised imperishable, and we 

shall be changed. 53 For this perishable 

body must put on the imperishable, and this 

mortal body must put on immortality. 

Great Summary!

(a powerful re-creation of new 
and glorified bodies)

Mystery (mystērion)

(previously hidden or not fully 
revealed in OT, but now 
disclosed more completely)

(see 1 Cor 2:7; hidden)

Yet another transition!
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The Mystery?

◼ We shall not all sleep, but we shall all 

be changed, in a moment, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 

❑ For the trumpet will sound, 

❑ and the dead will be raised imperishable, 

❑ and we shall be changed. 

◼ For this perishable body must put on 

the imperishable, and this mortal body 

must put on immortality. 

Carrying an end-times view

(Matt 24:31)

Aphthartos (7x)

“Immortal, imperishable”

+ lit., “incorruptible” (LSB)

Paul’s continued 

description of progression 

and elevation
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1 Corinthians 15:54-57

54 When the perishable puts on the 

imperishable, and the mortal puts on 

immortality, then shall come to pass the 

saying that is written: 

              “Death is swallowed up in victory.” 

        55  “O death, where is your victory? 

       O death, where is your sting?” 

56  The sting of death is sin, and the power 

of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, 

who gives us the victory through our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

Repetition followed 

(again) by a word 

picture or OT 

symbolism

Brief, climatic thanksgiving

See also Rom 6:17, 7:25; 

2 Cor 2:14, 8:16; 9:15
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1 Corinthians 15:58

58 Therefore, my beloved brothers, 

be steadfast, immovable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, 

knowing that in the Lord your labor is 

not in vain. 

Be steadfast

(lit., “being seated, settled 
and firmly situated”)

Affection following 
correction!

(therefore = so that in 1 Cor 1:7)

…also used only Phil 4:1

Be immovable

(used only here)

Be always abounding

Exceeding requirements

(see Eph 1:8)

“Multiply our good works”
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Key Things to Consider 

◼ Paul’s wrap-up of this portion of the letter
❑ Weaves in a very affectionate tone to a challenging audience

❑ Continues to layer arguments and examples to bolster his comments

❑ Ends with a challenge for response 

◼ Concepts of the past, present and future all present
❑ Past: Drawing on immortality as reflected by Isaiah and Hosea

❑ Present+: perishable puts on imperishable and mortal puts on immortal 

❑ Future: The ultimate completion comes in the twinkling of an eye when 
the great trumpet sounds (Mt 24:31; 1 Thes 4:16)
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Discussion and Application

1. Considering Paul’s approach in this letter, what about these verses stands 
out to you the most?  

2. Read vv. 51-54 and discus how Paul lays out the mystery and continues his 
rhetorical techniques of comparisons and contrasts

3. Why does the apostle Paul write in this text that “flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God”?

4. What’s the “mystery” that’s revealed in this passage, and how does Paul 
use the term “mystery” in this verse (and other locations)?

5. What will take place when the “last trumpet” sounds, and why a trumpet?

6. What happens, according to this passage, to believers who are still alive 
when the Rapture takes place?
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Discussion and Application

7. What does it mean that “death will be swallowed up in victory”?

8. What is the “sting” of death?

9. What role does the Law of God play in all this?

10. What is the believers’ incentive for “always abounding in the work of 
the Lord”?

11. How would you describe the “victory” we have in Christ?

12. Why is verse 58 a good “wrap-up” for I Corinthians 13?

13. Of the three imperative commands given in verse 58, which one can you 
say most appropriately should apply in your life at this time?  
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Our Study of 1 Corinthians

◼ This Meeting:
◼ First Corinthians 15:50-58, “Mystery and Victory”
◼ Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 15:58
◼ Reading: MacArthur pp. 439-448 or Dr. Constable’s Notes, pp. 316-324

◼ Next Meeting:
◼ First Corinthians 16:1-12, “The Collections for the Saints”
◼ Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 16:2
◼ Reading: MacArthur pp. 449-469 or Dr. Constable’s Notes, pp. 325-332

◼ Next Refreshment Host: Group F 
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1 Corinthians MOB Schedule 

for Fall 2024 – Spring 2025
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Different Glories

Glory of the 

Heavenly

Glory of the 

Earthly
Different glories (v. 41, 42)

Sown is Perishable Raised is Imperishable

Sown in dishonor Raised in glory

Sown in weakness Raised in power

Sown is a 

natural body

Raised is a 

spiritual body

&

Resurrection 

of the Dead 

(v. 42)

…so also 

there is

A re-creation!

Paul proceeded to show that the 

resurrection of believers was not simply a 

resuscitation of dead bodies but a powerful 

re-creation of new, glorified, bodies. 

 - Tom Constable -

Sun, earth, stars (between stars)
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