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	The Gospel According to John
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1. Preparation: Read Matthew 28:1-8; Mark 16:1-14; and Luke 24:1-12,36-43. Pray. Write out and memorize John 20:30-31. 

2. 
Study: John 20:1-31. Köstenberger, Encountering JohnRead , Chapter 14, page 170-177. 


a. 
Observation: What does the Scripture passage say? 

(1) Where are Jesus and His disciples at the start of this Scripture passage?
(2) What was Mary’s reaction when she saw the empty tomb?
(3) Who did Jesus appear to first following His resurrection and how did that person respond?
(4) What were Jesus’s words to His disciples when He appeared to them on the evening of that first day of the week?

(5) What was Thomas’ reaction when he heard from the other disciples, “We have seen the Lord”?
(6) What was/is Jesus’s message for, “those who have not seen and yet have believed”?

b. 
Interpretation: What does the Scripture passage mean? 

(1) Why do you think Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene following His resurrection?
(2) What do we learn about Jesus’s resurrection body from this Scripture passage and what are the implications for us?
(3) How do you understand Jesus’s words to His disciples about receiving the Holy Spirit and being able to forgive the sins of others in John 20:22-23?
(4) Why do you think Jesus gave Thomas, “the benefit of the doubt”?
(5) Why do you think Jesus chose not to appear in His resurrected body to unbelievers?

(6) What the meaning and significance of John 20:30-31 in the context of this Scripture passage?

c.
Application: How will you apply this Scripture passage in your life? 

(1) What is it about the resurrection account that most convinces you that it all happened as recorded by John and the other Gospel writers? 
(2) What are the implications of the resurrection of Christ for you personally?
(3) How does the resurrection of Christ affect the way you deal with the death of a loved one? 

Or the thought of your own death someday?  Or how you live your life?  Or how you share with others?
3.
Write out John 20:30-31 from memory. 

4.
Read 1 Corinthians 15. Conclude your study time with prayer. 
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