
WELCOME  TO  THE  MOB!

All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable                

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training 

in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 

equipped for every good work. 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 (ESV)
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• Welcome to the MOB!

• Website:  www.ibcmob.net

• Great Date Night with Singer & 
Comedian Mark Cable, this Friday, 
Nov 5 at 7:30 pm in the IBC Atrium, 
Cost is just $15 per couple 

Announcements
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http://www.ibcmob.net/
https://immanuelbible.church/connect/adults-continued/marriage


Memory Verse

Revelation 4:11 (ESV)

“Worthy are You, our Lord and God,                    
to receive glory and honor and power;              
for You created all things, and by Your will 
they existed, and were created.”

Revelation 4:11 (ESV)
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Revelation

Revelation 4:1-11  The Throne in Heaven, Worship of the CreatorNovember 2, 2021 4

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-21&version=ESV


Our Study of Revelation

Last Meeting:

• Revelation 3:14-22 To the Church in Laodicea

• Memory Verse:  Revelation 3:20

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Revelation, 2021 Ed., pp. 79-93

This Meeting:

• Revelation 4:1-11 The Throne in Heaven,                                       
Worship of the Creator

• Memory Verse:  Revelation 4:11

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Revelation, 2021 Ed., pp. 94-108
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Revelation
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Focus
“Things 

which you 
have seen”

“Things 
which 
are”

“Things which will take place after these things”

Reference 1:1-20 2:1 – 3:22 4:1 – 5:14 6:1 – 19:10 19:11-21 20:1-15 21:1 – 22:21

Division
The Lord 

Jesus Christ
Seven 

Churches
The 

Judge
Tribulation

Second 
Coming

Millennium
Eternal 
State

Topic
Vision of Christ Vision of Consummation

Theophany Talks Tribulations Trumpets (7) Together

Location Written on the Isle of Patmos

Time c. AD 95 - 96

Rapture

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+1-21&version=ESV
https://www.gotquestions.org/rapture-of-the-church.html


Lesson Overview

Revelation Chapter 4

Worshiping At The Throne In Heaven

• Doorway To The Throne (v1)

• Glimpse Of Him On The Throne (v2-3)

• Promised Rulers Around The Throne (v4)

• Pathway To Him On The Throne (v5-6a)

• Creation Worships At The Throne (v6b-8)

• Casting Crowns At The Throne (v9-11)
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“End Times 101”

8

“Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are 
and those that are to take place after this.”  Rev. 1:19

Rev. 
1

Rev.
2-3

Revelation
4-22

Church Age
Matt. 16:18-19
Matt. 28:19-20

Acts 1:9-11

Tribulation
Matt. 24:15-16,21

Millennium
Rev. 20:2-7; 
Matt 19:28

The Rapture
1 Thess. 4:13-17

Second 

Coming
Matt. 24:29-30; 
Matt. 25:31-34

Great White 

Throne Judgment

Rev. 20:11-15

You Are 

Here

3.5 Years
1,000 Years 8

Eternal

Life
Matt. 25:46

3.5 Years
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Revelation 4
Plenty Of Activity At The Throne

• stood in heaven, v2

• one seated on, v2

• around...was a rainbow, v3

• around...24 thrones, v4

• seated...were 24 elders, v4

• From...came flashes of 
lightning, and rumblings 
and peals of thunder, v5

• before...were burning 
7 torches of fire, v5

• before...a sea of glass, like 
crystal, v6

• around...on each side...are 
4 living creatures, v6

• give glory and honor and 
thanks to him…seated, v9

• 24 elders fall down before 
him…seated, v10

• cast their crowns, v10

9

“… God sits on his holy throne.”  Psalm 47:8
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Revelation 4:1
Doorway To The Throne

• After this, I saw a
door standing open
in heaven!

• And the first voice …
like a trumpet 

• “Come up here

• show you what must
take place after this.”

10

Not the Rapture, but 
John’s view of future 
events has changed.

Cf. 2 Cor. 12.4, Ezek. 1:1
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The Father in the 
Heavenly Temple is 

seen as bright colors.
Cf. Is. 6:1, Ezek. 1:26-28

Revelation 4:2-3
Glimpse Of Him On The Throne

• At once, in the Spirit

• behold, a throne
stood in heaven

• he who sat there

• jasper and carnelian

• rainbow…appearance
of an emerald.
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Church leaders, not 
angels, occupy their 

positions of authority.
Cf. Mt. 19:28, Lk. 22:30

Revelation 4:4
Promised Rulers Around The Throne

• twenty-four thrones

• Seated … were 
twenty-four elders

• in white garments

• with golden crowns
on their heads.
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Holy Spirit seen as war 
torch before the throne, 
clearing Saints’ access. 
Cf. Is. 11:2, Ex. 24:10.

Revelation 4:5-6a
Pathway To Him On The Throne

• flashes of lightning, and 
rumblings and peals of 
thunder

• burning seven torches 
of fire, which are the 
seven spirits of God

• before the throne … sea 
of glass, like crystal. 
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Referenced throughout 
scripture, these beings 
serve and praise God.

Cf. Ezek. 1:4-25, Is. 6:2.

Revelation 4:6b-8
Creation Worships At The Throne

• four living creatures

• full of eyes …

• Each … with six wings

• they never cease to say,

• “Holy, holy, holy, … !”

14

Lion Strength
Ox Service

Face of Man Smarts
Flying Eagle Swiftness
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Giving up rewards, the 
Elders give praise for 

God’s glory in creation.
Cf. 1 Cor. 9:25, Jam. 1:12

Revelation 4:9-11
Casting Crowns Before The Throne

• whenever the living 
creatures give glory and 
honor and thanks

• the twenty-four elders 
fall-down … and worship

• They cast their crowns 
before the throne

• “Worthy are you …
… and by your will they
existed and were created.”
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Conclusion

• Today’s lesson highlighted where the real 
exercise of power will commence.

• Imagining what Heaven is like strengthens 
and secures the hope of every believer. 

• Next week, the results of Christ’s perfect 
sacrifice on the Cross will become clearer.

• Those who confess their sin and believe in 
Christ’s work on the Cross will enjoy Heaven!
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Questions 1 of 2

1. How does the “new vision” John experienced in Revelation 4 
prepare him and us for all the revelations which will follow in the 
book of Revelation? 

2. What does what is taking place in heaven in Revelation 4 indicate 
(presume) about the timing of the Rapture of the church and other 
future events leading to the second coming of Christ?

3. What are some things we learn about God the Father from John’s 
vision in this text? 

4. Why might the scene taking place “in the throne room” of heaven 
evoke our highest worship and praise to God? 

5. How does John’s vision about God “on the throne” compare with 
similar visions observed by some of the prophets in the Old 
Testament?  (cite examples) 
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Questions 2 of 2

6. What is your understanding of the identities and roles of the 
twenty-four elders and the four living creatures surrounding the 
throne of God in heaven? 

7. What are the implications of lightning and thunder proceeding from 
the throne? 

8. In what way does Revelation chapters 4 and 5 provide perspective 
and acceptance and set the tone for the rest of the book of 
Revelation? 

9. How does the preview of things to come motivate you to live life 
here and now more for Christ and to store up rewards so you can 
lay them down before His feet at His throne in heaven on day?

18Revelation 4:1-11  The Throne in Heaven, Worship of the CreatorNovember 2, 2021



Next Meeting

Review:
• Revelation 4:1-11 The Throne in Heaven,                                       

Worship of the Creator

• Memory Verse:  Revelation 4:11

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Revelation, 2021 Ed., pp. 94-108

Study:
• Revelation 5:1-14 The Scroll and the Lamb

• Memory Verse:  Revelation 5:9-10

• Dr. Constable’s Notes on Revelation, 2021 Ed., pp. 108-119

• Refreshment Host:  Small Group A
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Closing

• Questions 

• Benediction 
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Revelation 4

1 After this I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven! And the first voice, which I had heard speaking 
to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after this.”

2 At once I was in the Spirit, and behold, a throne stood in heaven, with one seated on the throne.

3 And he who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian, and around the throne was a rainbow that 
had the appearance of an emerald.

4 Around the throne were twenty-four thrones, and seated on the thrones were twenty-four elders, clothed in 
white garments, with golden crowns on their heads.

5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and before the throne were 
burning seven torches of fire, which are the seven spirits of God,

6 and before the throne there was as it were a sea of glass, like crystal. And around the throne, on each side of 
the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind:

7 the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like an ox, the third living creature with the face of 
a man, and the fourth living creature like an eagle in flight.

8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day and 
night they never cease to say, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty, who was and is and is to come!”

9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who 
lives forever and ever,

10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him who lives forever 
and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by 
your will they existed and were created.”
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Study References

Primary Reference:  The Holy Bible (always)

Secondary Reference / Commentary: The Holy Bible (always)

“The Bible is always the best commentary on the Bible.” 

Additional References (if needed and as time permits): 

• Dr. Constable's Notes on Revelation (Full Commentary - FREE pdf download)

• Precept Austin (Pastor Tom’s favorite Bible study reference site)

• Hebrew Interlinear (look up the meaning of the original Hebrew words)

• Others references available at www.ibcmob.net/resources and online 

https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+1-40&version=ESV
https://classic.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+1-40&version=ESV
https://planobiblechapel.org/tom-constable/
https://planobiblechapel.org/tcon/notes/pdf/revelation.pdf
https://www.preceptaustin.org/bybook/66
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/genesis/1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/exodus/1.htm
https://biblehub.com/interlinear/revelation/1.htm
http://www.ibcmob.net/resources


What We Teach
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Future
We believe that Jesus Christ will physically return in the air to take the church out of
the world to be with Him forever (John 14:2-3; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). Scripture
tells us to be ready always for His coming (1 Thessalonians 5:4-6; Revelation 22:20).
At that moment, the dead in Christ and living believers will be given their eternal
bodies (1 Corinthians 15:51-53). Jesus Christ will then bring a seven- year period of
wrath upon the earth known as the tribulation (1 Thessalonians 5:2-3;
Revelation 6-18). At the end of this period of judgment, He will return bodily (Acts
1:9-11; Zechariah 14:4-8) with the church to set up a kingdom to rule in righteousness
the entire earth for a thousand years (Revelation 19:1-20:6; Matthew 13:41-43).

The kingdom will end in rebellion against Christ and His people (Revelation 20:7-9),
but the rebellion will fail in the face of Christ’s victory over Satan and all who oppose
Him (Revelation 20:9-10). The unbelieving dead of all time will then be raised and
given eternal bodies to face God in final judgment (Revelation 20:11), after which they
will be thrown into the lake of fire to eternal torment (Revelation 20:15). Believers
will enter a new heaven and new earth (Revelation 21:1-22:6) prepared for them to
enjoy perfect, everlasting fellowship with God.

(Ref.  IBC What We Believe)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A2-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+4%3A16-17&version=ESV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A20&version=ESV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Thessalonians+5%3A2-3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+6-18&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A9-11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah+14%3A4-8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+19%3A1-20%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+13%3A41-43&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+20%3A7-9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+20%3A9-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+20%3A11&version=ESV
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https://immanuelbible.church/visit/what-we-believe


Revelation 1:11
The Seven Churches

• Ephesus The Loveless

• Smyrna The Loyal (Persecuted)

• Pergamum The Lax (Compromising)

• Thyatira The Liberal (Corrupt)

• Sardis The Lifeless (Dead)

• Philadelphia  The Laboring (Faithful)

• Laodicea The Lukewarm
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“Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven 
churches, to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to 
Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.”
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