Questions for MOB Study on Matthew 27
· Why did the Sanhedrin wait “until daybreak” to give their “official” verdict on their case against Jesus, and then refer it to Pilate, who referred it to Herod (according to Luke’s writing), who referred it back again to Pilate—and what does it say about the process?
· How would you characterize Pilate’s overall handling of the case against Jesus?  Why did he give “the people” the ultimate opportunity to choose between Jesus and Barabbas, and did it produce the results he expected?
· What more do we learn in this passage about Judas Iscariot, and does it give any further insight into his motives for betraying Jesus?
· How did the Roman soldiers and the various on-lookers to the crucifixion mock Jesus in similar ways—and what’s the significance (and the “irony”) of the charges they made, and the questions they raised?
· What “words” did Jesus speak while on the cross (according to all gospel accounts), and what was so significant about what He said?
· What three “supernatural events” were associated with Jesus’ death on the cross, and what were (and are) the implications?
· How might you explain the reaction of the centurion (and those with him) to the “things that were happening” while Jesus was on the cross?
· What do we know, or might we assume, about the roles of Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus in the burial of Jesus?
· How does the “guarding of the tomb” give witness to the falsehood of the chief priests and elder’s claim that “someone stole the body” of Jesus?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]What stands out to you most about the account from Matthew 27 of the crucifixion and burial of Jesus—and how might it affect you forever?
